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In this edition of the OA Review, my 
second as editor, there are many different 
news items of interest, not only to those 
OAs now in their winter years but also to 
younger men and women including those 
who left this summer. 

Reading through some 

of the emails and 

letters received from 

OAs submitted for this 

edition, the message is clear 

and strong of a huge sense of 

pride and appreciation for 

the ever widening and 

diverse spectrum of 

opportunities the School 

had, and indeed still has,  

to offer to those fortunate 

enough to have been at 

Aldenham. 

The new OA website and 

improvements to the online 

register are a huge step 

forward and a great way to dip in and see what’s 

happening at the School and with OAs. Looking ahead to 

next year, I am keen to include even more news from OA 

girls and I look forward to hearing from you.

2014 will commemorate the 100th anniversary of The First 

World War when pupils and masters left Aldenham to 

serve their country, many never to return. If members of 

your family were at Aldenham and involved in the most 

devastating conflict in British history, we would like to hear 

from you and we shall do our best to publish details that 

you may have in next year’s OA Review, (see p.12).

I offer my grateful thanks to my dedicated team -  

Hugh Schermuly (M1974-79), Sara Price (CR1987-2006), 
Ann Saffery and Jackie Wilkie (both Development & OA 
Office) and to Heather Sherman for some of the photos but 

above all, to you, the readers.

Enjoy this edition and remember, it cannot exist  

without your newsworthy contributions. Keep in touch,  

not only with the Development & OA Office but also  

with each other. 

James James-Crook (M1968-72)
editor, OA Review

email: jamesjamescrook@hotmail.co.uk

from the editor
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From the President’s Desk
I was leafing through my Aldenhamian of Lent Term 
1970 recently and was interested in the three black 
and white pages at the end of the magazine devoted 
to OA matters - mainly ‘obits’, sports club fixture lists 
and seasonal results. 

Today’s OA Society
Today, the OA Society provides many 

new benefits compared to those of 

previous eras. These include a high 

quality colour magazine, regular 

e-newsletters, an active OA website,  

a lively Annual Dinner with pre-dinner 

speaker, a business networking club 

- aldenham.net, a Mentoring scheme and, 

with the support of the School, OA Day 

and regional lunch and dinner alumni 

events, both here and abroad. We 

continue of course to support OA 

sporting clubs, particularly golf  

and football.

Initiatives to foster early contact  

with Aldenhamians continue through 

sponsorship of the FilmClub and 

assisting adventurous expeditions. The 

Society has recently made a substantial 

contribution to the superb new Sixth 

Form Common Room, The Wells Centre. 

The OAFC, OAGS and OA cricketers  

have regular annual matches with the 

School’s teams, helping to increase  

the inflow of new members.

It is my hope that you, its members, 

see the Society as relevant to your needs 

and also as investing in developing close 

relations with the School and its pupils, 

our future members. 

OA membership
The finances of the OA Society need 

special mention as we are now finding 

that the work of the Society and its 

activities are starting to be impacted by 

falling income from investments and by 

increasing costs. 

I need to speak directly to those OA 

Life Members who paid their life 

subscription before 2002 and, in some 

cases, over 45 years ago. These benefits 

remain but their costs are no longer met 

by what they, or their parents, paid. 

Some OAs will recall the appeal in 1999 

by our then President, Field Marshal 

Lord Vincent, for ‘life’ OAs to give a 

voluntary annual contribution for the 

Society to match activities to income. 

How can you help? 
I am now asking OA Life Members to 

make a modest financial contribution  

to the Society and I would like to think 

that the extra value and benefits 

provided by the Society today are 

recognised and considered worthy of 

support. There are currently 2,782 OA 

Life Members and, of those, only 232 

now support the Society by making a 

voluntary subscription. 

There is a standing order form for 

completion in this OA Review and I am 

asking you to help sustain the future 

work of the Society. Your contribution,  

of whatever size, would be very 

welcome. If you are unsure of your 

current contribution or membership 

status, please contact Ann Saffery, 

Development & OA Manager.  

Tel: 01923 851 612  

Email: oas@aldenham.com
Our last major bequest was from 

John Rimer (P1956-60), some 3 years 

ago, and this is another way in which 

members can help to ensure the 

Society’s work continues to thrive.

OA Dinner
We have been celebrating 30 years of  

OA Old Girls this year and we had a 

good attendance on a rather chilly OA 

Day in June. The OA Annual Dinner on 

22 November at the school will continue 

the theme and our pre-dinner speaker 

will be Ruth Alinek (CR1978-82), 
Aldenham’s first female member of the 

Common Room, a pioneer in education 

and an inspirational public speaker. I do 

hope you will come along for what is 

always a lively and enjoyable event. 

And now, I will leave you to enjoy the  

OA Review and offer my warmest thanks 

to the editorial team led by James 
James-Crook (M1968-72) for producing 

such a vibrant publication and, as ever, 

to James Fowler, Headmaster, his staff 

and the Development & OA Office staff, 

Ann Saffery and Jackie Wilkie, for their 

fantastic support to our past and  

future endeavours.

Neil Sutherland, OBE (B1966-70)
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aldenham.net
Tony Laurenson (M1971-75) kindly hosted the aldenham.net 
OA business networking event at his company premises in 
Chesham, Buckinghamshire on Thursday 2nd May 2013.

21 people gathered to share 

business experiences and 

network professionally, 

whilst also taking the opportunity to 

reminisce about School days and the 

avenues that their Aldenham education 

has opened up.

The evening began with welcome 

drinks, provided by Global Infusion 

Group (GIG), followed by a presentation 

from Tony about his work. GIG is now 29 

years old and employs over 160 people 

worldwide with offices in the UK, USA, 

Middle East and Asia. The Group, made 

up primarily of caterers, provides 

services to the event industry including 

corporate, private and production 

catering, brand support, logistics and 

despatch operations, product placement 

and experimental marketing services.

Tony highlighted the valuable 

connections he has with fellow OAs and 

listed over 22 individuals with whom he 

has developed valuable links.

tony Laurenson sings the praises of his oa contacts

A tour of the GIG premises gave 

everyone an insight into the logistics 

behind feeding the masses who 

gathered at the London Olympics  

in summer 2012.

If you are interested in hosting or 

attending the next aldenham.net event 

please contact the Development  

& OA Office.

Tel: 01923 851 612
Email: oas@aldenham.com

Guy thomas (P1969-74) wins a copy  

of the School history book in the business 

card draw
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OA Day
OA Day 2013 was held on Sunday 9th June and 
celebrated over 30 years of Aldenham Old Girls. 

OAs, current and former staff and 

their families, came together to 

enjoy looking back over the 

years since the first few girls joined the 

Sixth Form at Aldenham. 

The meeting place for morning coffee 

was The Wells Centre, which opened in 

September 2012, providing new social 

and study areas for today’s Sixth 

Formers as well as new classrooms and 

meeting spaces. 

A traditional Chapel service followed, 

with readings by Claire Yeabsley née 
McCarty (K1988-90) and Hermione 
Bryer née Cox (K1984-86). The service, 

conducted by The Rev’d Andrew Stead 
(CR1994-2013), focused on the 

achievements of women in our society 

and Aldenham was congratulated on its 

success in attracting a steadily 

increasing number of girls to the School 

and providing opportunities for them to 

flourish.

 A drinks reception in School House 

Garden was hosted by the Headmaster, 

James Fowler, and the President of the 

OA Society, Neil Sutherland (B1966-70) 
who welcomed the guests back to 

Aldenham for the day. After lunch in the 

Dining Room and time spent catching 

up on past times with friends, many 

stayed to tour their old House, identify 

faces in photographs and watch a 20/20 

cricket match on Top Field - a close 

game, which was eventually clinched by 

the OA team. It was a busy day that saw 

a charity bike ride run through the 

grounds and also fives and tennis 

tournaments taking place with current 

students, parents and other visitors to 

the School.

Despite the unseasonably cool June 

temperatures there was a warm feeling 

at the event with much laughter, 

promises to return again and to keep  

in touch in the mean time.

Messages were sent by those who could 
not be present and are printed here:

Richard Howlett-Jones (CR1962-94)
Unfortunately I am abroad at this time.  
I trust the sun will shine for you all.

Lara Strawbridge (née Andersen) 
(CR2003-05)
Best wishes for a successful reunion!

Peter Boorman (Headmaster 1974-83)
Looking back, thanks for their support 
must go to Ruth Alinek (CR1978-82) the 
first female member of staff plus Jan 
Chamberlain (CR1982-2000) who looked 
after girls’ sport so well and gratitude to 
Dorothy Brown, mother of the pioneer girl 
Jo Brown (B1980-82). The girls 
themselves were a real credit to their sex 
and I know that some have gone on to 
great things. I wish you all well and a very 
happy day.

Holly Compton (P2009-11)
Unfortunately I cannot make the day, I 
would have loved to come back to the 
School for the day.

Lorraine Matthews (CR2007-12)
I hope you have a lovely day, sorry I am 
unable to be there.

Ruth Alinek (CR1978-82)
Best wishes to anyone who remembers me.

Lindsey Woodroffe (B1990-92)
Unfortunately I am unable to make it, 
maybe next time. Enjoy yourselves!

Bibiana Heckman (née Barsties)  
(B1997-98)
Greetings to all those at Aldenham from 
my era, especially those who boarded  
in Beevor’s, I really enjoy thinking back to 
my time at Aldenham. Over the years we 
have lost touch. Louise, Louisa, Amber, 
Charlotte….. it would be great to hear 
where you live and what you are doing.…
Dev and Josh, it was great to see you  
last year.

Jan Chamberlain (CR1982-2000) 
With very best wishes.

Karren Brady (B1985-87)
I wish you a successful event.

Richard Harman (Headmaster 2000-06)
With all good wishes to all OAs and 
especially Old Girls on OA Day. It is good to 
hear how the School continues to thrive 
and how fruitful the move to co-ed has 
been. I’m sorry I cannot join you.

Adrienne Tyler (née Phillips) (P1984-86)
Unfortunately it is not possible for me to 
attend the Gaudy. I have very fond 
memories of friends and staff. Oh the joy 
of the EastEnders omnibus on Sundays!

Martin Field (CR1989-2005)
Sadly I am unable to attend but send good 
wishes for a successful day.

meSSaGe Board
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Mike Taylor (SHE1956-61): My thanks for 
the brilliantly organised OA Day, which I 
very much enjoyed, including the excellent 
buffet style lunch.

Nick Prall (SHE1961-65) (first time back in 
nearly 40 years): It was a strange feeling, 
returning to Aldenham after so many years 
– a mixture of instant familiarity at the 
same time so much that is new to see. It 
was somewhat emotional in a pleasant 
sort of way! The most obvious changes 
were the new buildings and the huge 
amount of extra opportunities that pupils 
now have at Aldenham. Driving back via 
Letchmore Heath and Patchetts Green, so 
many parked cars where in the 1960s, 
there were none. Thanks for all you did to 
make the day a memorable one.

Miranda Kelly (Nee Stewart) (P1988-90): 
A big THANK YOU for a lovely day. It was 
fantastic to see the School prospering 
today and to have a chance to catch up 
with some old friends and past teachers.

Neil Sutherland (B1966-70): The Chapel 
service was stirring as ever, the sermon 
was particularly well researched by the 
Chaplain, Andrew Stead (CR1994-2013). 
Lunch was delicious and the additional 
activities on the day made it a very  
special event.

Annalee Williams (K1987-89): After 
spending a most enjoyable day at 
Aldenham yesterday, I have so many 
people to thank. I will be sending some 
personal messages to people who helped 
to make the occasion so special to me.  

I look forward to seeing the photographic 
evidence of a great day and, now the nut 
has been cracked, I promise I won’t leave  
it another 20 something years before I 
return. Very many thanks from one very 
happy Old Girl!

Pascale Fowell, on behalf of Cyril Tyson 
(CR1952-87): I just wanted to thank you 
and the School on behalf of my father and 
siblings for your very warm welcome at OA 
Day and especially for being so kind and 
helpful to Cyril. Dad very much enjoyed 
being there and seeing a few people that 
he recalls from the old days! He 
particularly enjoyed seeing the old team 
photos that Frank Rogers (SHE1953-58) 
brought along and he still remembered 
some of their names! Your help has been 
much appreciated.

thaNk you

Cyril tyson and his family
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Richard Platt Society
Aldenham recently received a gift from the Will  
of Arthur Granville Morgan (P1949-51), known to his  
friends as Tom. 

His daughters, Sally and Jane, 

emailed, ‘We’re glad to know the 

gift from Dad’s Will arrived 

safely. He really enjoyed the OA days 

and also the lunches with the Richard 

Platt Society and his time at Aldenham 

were special years.’ (See p.50)

The gift of a legacy or bequest is one 

important way in which those who wish 

to support Aldenham financially can do 

so. The Richard Platt Society was 

established in 2004 to honour those 

people who have informed the School 

that they intend leaving a legacy in their 

Will to Aldenham.

Richard Platt was the founder of 

Aldenham School and his name was 

chosen for the Society as, in his own 

Will, he left orders for the establishment 

of the School and he acknowledged his 

own fortune as being ‘myne owne 

inheritance lefte me by myne Auncestors  

as well for the instruction of poore mennes 

children.’ 

By leaving a legacy or gift to 

Aldenham you can follow in the 

footsteps of our founder.

Richard Platt Society members are 

invited to special events in recognition 

of the commitment they have made to 

the School.

Should you have any questions, please 

contact:

Ann Saffery
Development & OA Manager

Aldenham School, Elstree,  

Hertfordshire 

WD6 3AJ

Tel: 01923 851 612

Email: aesaffery@aldenham.com

richard Platt, 1600, aged 76
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A drinks reception was held in The 

Wells Centre, which had been 

recently opened and current 

Praes showed guests around the new 

facilities. A pre-dinner concert, 

organised by John Wyatt (CR1994-
Present), Director of Music, provided an 

opportunity to see the extended music 

space in full use. Duncan Fraser 
(M1998-2005) completed the line up of 

Aldenham’s talented musicians who 

performed in the concert.

Annual OA Dinner 2012
The Annual Dinner on Friday 16th November was a great 
success. Nearly 90 people enjoyed the occasion and 
celebrated 10 November OA birthdays together.

Neil Sutherland (B1966-70), President, 

highlighted the broad age range of  

OAs present from 18 to 90. He said:  

“The atmosphere was the most relaxed 

ever and there was a real ‘buzz’ in the 

Dining Hall”.

The Headmaster, James Fowler 

welcomed everyone back to the School 

and shared the most pleasing report he 

had been given earlier in the day from 

Inspectors who had been in School all 

week. They had concluded that 

Aldenham is ‘an excellent School’ on all 

counts. More cause for celebration on 

the night!

Eight full tables accommodated OA 

Footballers, Fives Players, Golfers and 

groups from Classes of 2003, 2005 and 

1951. The excellent menu and service 

provided by the Brookwood team 

completed the evening.

the top table

Geoffrey Prall (She1936-40) celebrates his 

90th birthday among friends

a vibrant atmosphere in the dining hall

oa footballers enjoying the night out
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There has been a good influx  

of new players joining like  

Matt Hudson (M2005-10) and 

Ben Selwyn (L2008-10), as well as 

players like Ben Weinberg (L2002-09), 
Max Raby (L2004-11), Ollie Salami 
(B2004-09), Adam Williams (L2002-09) 
and Gareth Thomas (K2004-09) 
regularly travelling back from University 

to play. There were also notable 

appearances by  Kojo Owusu-Addo 
(R2011-13), Jack Jones (L2011-13) and  

James Greensmith (K2008-13), which 

have given the club a very strong pool of 

players from which to choose.

On the field, the first team had a 

mixed season and flirted with promotion 

for most of the season. Some inconsistency 

in the final few games meant a 4th place 

finish. The team is young and will only 

get stronger this season. 

The second team only lost two league 

games all season and finished in second 

place, gaining promotion to Division 2 

Old Aldenhamian Football Club 
Season 2012/13

Last season was a very positive one. On a non-footballing 
front, the reputation of the club has gone from strength to 
strength, with our relationship being further developed with 
the Arthurian League and the AFA. This has been largely due 
to the appointment of Patrick Harding (L1997-2002) on the 
league committee and the great job he is doing there. 

but missing out on the title to Old 

Marlburians (semi-finalists of the Arthur 

Dunn Cup) by two points. A 7-0 victory 

by the second team against Old 

Harrovians was probably the highlight  

of the club’s season.

Pre-season has started well and there 

are a number of players returning from 

University who will be hoping to impress 

the coach, Matt Miel (K1996-2003), for 

places in the teams. The School hosted 

the inaugural Jim Dixon 6-a-side 

tournament after a successful attempt 

last year.

 

Martyn Berg (B1989-94) 
OAFC Chairman 

Back Row: martyn Berg (B1989-94), Jasper Berg, max raby (L2004-11), reece Bennison 

(r2004-11), matthew hudson (m2005-10), matthew Butcher (r1992-95), James hudson 

(m2003-08), James Greensmith (k2008-13), Jack Jones (L2011-13), rob Blackman (P2003-08)

Front Row: Jon Larkin (m2003-05), owen Jenkins (L1998-2003), ollie Salami (B2004-09), 

andre Sharma (L2001-06) (Capt)

arthurian tournament hosted by the oas at aldenham on 25th September 2012.

From left to right: tom hall (B2000-07), 

robert Blackman (P2003-08)
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the arthurian League

13-Apr-13 Division 1 Old Aldenhamians 2 Old Bradfieldians 5  

13-Apr-13 Division 3 Old Marlburians 2 Old Aldenhamians II 1   

06-Apr-13 Division 1 Old King’s Scholars 0 Old Aldenhamians 3  

06-Apr-13 Friendly Fixture Old Aldenhamians II 1 Old Millhillians 1   

16-Mar-13 Division 1 Old Aldenhamians 3 Old Wykehamists 1   

09-Mar-13 Division 1 Old Malvernians 4 Old Aldenhamians 2 

09-Mar-13 Division 3 Old Aldenhamians II 3 Old Brentwoods II 2   

02-Mar-13 Division 1 Old Aldenhamians 5 Old King’s Scholars 0   

16-Feb-13 Division 1 Old Aldenhamians 4 Old Radleians 1

16-Feb-13 Division 3 OldHarrovians II 0 Old Aldenhamians II 3   

09-Feb-13 Division 3 Old Aldenhamians II 5 Old King’s (Wimbledon) II 0

02-Feb-13 Division 1 Old Aldenhamians 1 Old Westminsters 0 

02-Feb-13 Junior League Cup Old Carthusians III W/O Old Aldenhamians II O 

12-Jan-13 Division 3 Old Foresters II 0 Old Aldenhamians II 0   

05-Jan-13 Division 1 Old Radleians 2 Old Aldenhamians 1

05-Jan-13 Division 3   Old Wykehamists II 3 Old Aldenhamians II 4

15-Dec-12 Division 3 Old Aldenhamians II 7 Old Harrovians II 0

15-Dec-12 Arthur Dunn Cup Old Aldenhamians 0 Old Carthusians 5

01-Dec-12 Division 1 Old Salopians 5 Old Aldenhamians 0   

24-Nov-12 Division 1 Old Aldenhamians 2 Old Haileyburians 1 

24-Nov-12 Division 3 Old Aldenhamians II 3 Old Etonians II 2   

18-Nov-12 Derrik Moore Veterans Cup Old Aldenhamians 1 Old Wykehamists 0 

10-Nov-12 Division 3 Old Aldenhamians II 2 Old Marlburians 1   

03-Nov-12 Division 3 Old Brentwoods II 1 Old Aldenhamians II 2 

oLd aLdeNhamiaN footBaLL reSuLtS

For the first time in 8 years, we have 

entered an OA team in one of the 

major Eton Fives Association (EFA) 

competitions, The Barber Cup, as we 

currently have enough players who can 

play at that level. Unfortunately we have 

been drawn against the current holders 

but it will be at home. The Barber Cup 

match is set for the 20th October 2013.

Aldenham Fives Club 
The yellow shirts were 
provided by Graham 
Pulsford (M1971-75) and  
the individually named 
sweatshirts for the OA 
players by Paul Kendall 
(K1976-81).

oa fives members in their new shirts, July 2013

Front Row: Phil Lyndon (k1976-81), rubel mallik (B1996-2003), Chris Cernuschi (k1998-2005)

2nd Row: James oliver (Sho1973-78) &  Graham Pulsford  (m1971-75)

3rd Row: Nirav Patel (r2005-12), dave Goad (She1973-78) & darshan Patel (r&k2005-12

Back Row: Josh rose (B1994-99), Paul kendall (k1976-81) & andrew rennie (m2006-13)
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Michael, along with  

Ian Eggleden (SHE1958-63), 
OAGS’ Hon. Secretary,  

Bob Coombes (SHE1944-47), who played 

for 55 consecutive years in the OAGS 

Halford Hewitt team and Will Kirby 
(L2006-11), the youngest member of the 

team, had lunch with James Fowler, 

Headmaster, Andy Stephenson 
(CR1992-Present), Director of Sport, and 

Masters in Charge of Golf, David Boothby 
(CR1985-Present) and Alexis Shead 
(CR2012-Present). They were also joined 

by current students who chatted 

enthusiastically about their mutual 

interest in golf.

After the ceremony, those present 

took their chance to tee off across Top 

Field in an impromptu competition to 

win a set of golf balls emblazoned with 

the Aldenham School crest. Bob Coombes 

had the honour of taking the first swing 

from one of five bays, but the nearest to 

the designated red flag and so winner of 

the sleeve of balls was current Martineau’s 

student, 12 year old Jamie Gall.

The young Aldenham golfers’ success 

carried on throughout the afternoon 

when the students beat the OAs in a golf 

tournament at Porters Park.

The School would like to thank the OA 

Golf Society for their contribution to the 

Annual Fund 2012/13, which made the 

installation of the golf tee area possible.

Old Aldenhamian Golfing Society 
Golf Practice Facility - Sponsored by OAGS 

Michael Capon (SHE1948-51), current President of the  
Old Aldenhamian Golf Society, was invited to officially  
open a new golf practice facility at Aldenham on  
Wednesday 26th June 2013.

in an impromptu competition to hit  

a ball across top field. Bob Coombes 

(She1944-47) had the honour of taking  

the first swing

oaGS players from the halford hewitt team on tour in Caen, 2006
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Those OAs who played were:  

Rishi Batra (L2007-12), Matt 
Lench (L2006-11), Darshan Patel 

(R2005-12) and Nirav Patel (R2005-12). 
The match commemorates the 

achievements of John Dewes (B1940-45) 
as an England Test Cricketer.

Former School team players were 

invited to watch the game and seven  

of those came along to enjoy the 

competition, which was eventually won 

by the visiting side. OA Spectators were: 

Alan Day (P1952-57), Tony Engel 
(P1956-59), Jayesh Patel (B1985-87), 
Frank Rogers (SHE1953-58), Peter Shaw 
(B1952-56) and John Stainer (M1956-59).

John Dewes played for Aldenham, 

Middlesex, and Cambridge University 

and he is Aldenham’s only Test cricketer 

to date, having played for England in 

1945, 1948 and 1950.

Peter Shaw (B1952-56) has informed 

us that John Dewes played in the Victory 

Test in 1946 and he remembers seeing 

John Dewes Cricket Match

The John Dewes Cricket Match, played at Aldenham, has  
now become an annual event, providing an opportunity  
for the School’s 1st XI to play a guest team, which often 
includes OAs. 

24th June 2013

him play in his very first proper Test 

match at the Oval in 1948. That match 

was Don Bradman’s last one. Peter said 

‘The ground was packed, and in those 

days, we could sit on the grass right up 

to the boundary rope.’

John dewes at the inaugural John dewes 

match in 2010
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Outbreak of war began on 28 July 

1914 and lasted until 11 

November 1918, during which 

time the School was hit by shortages of 

food, fuel and labour. Many young men 

left Aldenham to die in the trenches. 

The bronze plaques, shown above, are 

displayed in the School Chapel.

The First World War
As the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the First World 
War approaches, the most devastating conflict in British 
history during which 9 million combatants perished, we 
shall be focusing on those young men and masters who left 
Aldenham to fight in the Great War.

After the war, the most prestigious and 

stylish new building at Aldenham was 

the War Memorial Library, opened in 1924 

by Lord Buckmaster in the presence of 

John Kennedy (CR1877-99), his old 

Headmaster. Stanley Owen Buckmaster, 

1st Viscount Buckmaster, GCVO, PC, KC 

was at Aldenham from 1870 to 1879. 

If you have any information about 

members of your family who served in 

the Great War, we would very much like 

to hear from you and we shall do our 

best to publish as many notices as 

possible in next year’s OA Review. 

Email: oas@aldenham.com
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Ruth Alinek grew up in Edgware, 

not far from Aldenham. She 

studied English at the University 

of Warwick, whilst Germaine Greer was 

a lecturer there. After graduating, Ruth 

started her teaching career at Oakham 

School, Rutland and worked at 

Aldenham from 1978-1982. She was the 

OA Annual Dinner 2013

Continuing with this year’s theme of celebrating girls at 
Aldenham, the pre-dinner talk will be given by Ruth Alinek 
(CR1978-82), a pioneer in education and an inspirational 
public speaker. 

first female member of the Common 

Room and obviously made quite a name 

for herself as she was ‘headhunted’ by 

Haberdashers’ Girls, Elstree.

Ruth moved to Essex in 1985 to teach 

in the state sector at Chelmsford County 

High then became Deputy Head at 

Westcliff High. Her first Headship was  

at Southend High School for Girls  

where she stayed for eight years 

(1995-2003) before moving to Aylesbury 

High (2003-2005).

Ruth married in 2004 and, since 2005, 

has been working in an advisory and 

consultancy capacity for Hertfordshire 

County Council.

James Fowler, Headmaster, will be the 

principal guest speaker after the Dinner. 

This event is always popular, so 

please book early. 

Enquiries to: Ian Luetchford via the 

Development & OA Office  

Tel: 01923 851 614

We have been taking every 
opportunity to encourage 
some of the younger OAs  
to write something for the  
OA Review.

Hrishikesh Nimal-Raj (K2004-11) 
has emailed from Hull 

University, ‘It’s my 3rd and final 

year at Hull so it will be very emotional. 

When all’s said and done, I owe 

everything to Aldenham School which 

has done so much for me and got me  

to this fantastic University. In God is all 

our Trust.’

Gratefully Hrishikesh. 

Young OAs

22 November 2013

New membership subscription 

arrangements were 

unanimously approved at the 

Society’s AGM in 2002 to enable the 

Society to provide members with  

an improved service, in particular 

expansion and improvement of the  

OA website.

All existing Life Members who left 

the School twenty years ago or more  

are invited to pay a voluntary annual 

subscription to the Society. An 

appropriate sum would be £10 per 

annum although the Society would 

welcome larger amounts. 

If you left School in Summer 1993  

or before, you are invited to start paying 

a voluntary annual subscription to  

the Society. 

Should you wish to make a voluntary 

annual subscription, please complete 

the Standing Order form on p.33 of the 

magazine and return it to the 

Development & OA Office.

Is it time to 
renew your OA 
subscription?

Did you know?

A Cricket 1st XI was recorded as far 
back as 1857 at Aldenham School. The 
original pavilion was erected in 1876 
and replaced 14 years later by a 
second pavilion. This was replaced in 
1909 by the current building.
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New OA Website  
goes live
The Old Aldenhamian Society’s website and online register 
has had a facelift and now reflects the new image and 
branding launched through recently produced publications 
– the OA Society Brochure and the OA Review. 

We hope that you like the ‘new 

look’ and would welcome 

any feedback. As you browse 

through the website, you will discover 

that there are some areas that can only 

be accessed once you have logged in. For 

example, the photographs in the event 

gallery and a web version of the  Facebook Fans and Twitter 

Followers will be delighted to know 

that Aldenham School now has 

pages on these popular social networks.

To keep up to date with what’s going on 

at the School and in the OA Society, 

share stories and pictures with friends, 

please ‘like’ us on facebook and ‘follow 

us’ on Twitter.

OA Review. You will also have to log in to 

update your personal details, search for 

friends or find details of OA Mentors. 

If you do not have or indeed have lost 

your unique log in details, please 

contact the Development & OA Office 

oas@aldenham.com

Social 
networking
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If it tempts you to pay us a visit in 

person, I can assure you that you will 

receive a very warm welcome and 

can tell you that only this last week I 

had the pleasure of meeting an OA who 

left the UK to emigrate to Canada on 

leaving School and only returned some 

fifty years later to look us up.

As you might imagine, he will have 

found that some things will have 

seemed incredibly familiar and other 

things are astonishingly different. The 

things that undoubtedly will have been 

familiar to him will have included the 

houses and the genuine dedication of 

the staff who lead them. 

This year we marked the end of a 

remarkable seven years as Housemaster of 

Paull’s by Andy Dean (CR2004-Present). 
Over that time he undoubtedly oversaw 

more change than any other housemaster 

in the history of the School as he 

brought to fruition the first all girls’ 

House. The fact that, during that time, 

the number of girls in the Senior School 

has grown beyond the confines of the 

House itself so that we now also have a 

Paull’s Annexe to accommodate 30 extra 

Sixth Form girls within the School House 

building is testament to his success. 

Another factor which our visitor was 

pleased to note is that pride in the 

academic success in the School is 

widespread. Amongst the 38% of year 11 

pupils who gained 5 or more A*/A grades 

this summer were those who are able to 

compete with the brightest and best in 

any school. And at A Level we saw 35% 

of pupils go on to take up places at the 

Russell Group universities.

Yet it is the case that we will not 

simply want our pupils to focus on 

academic goals and therefore the case 

of Giles Watkins (B2006-13), one of the 

OAs of 2013, is a really interesting tale. 

As a dyslexic the normal academic 

curriculum was not straightforward for 

Giles, but through the care and nurture of 

his teachers and house staff he was able  

to explore his genuine talents in design, 

won an Arkwright Scholarship to study 

in the sixth form, and then achieved top 

A Level grades of A*AA and a place at 

the Glasgow School of Art on the leading 

product design course in the country. 

We firmly believe that finding ideal 

pathways for all the pupils in the School 

is a responsibility and a privilege for us. 

And we have seen this year how the 

opportunities created by the new Wells 

Centre, have begun to shape pupils’ 

lives. One of my most exciting moments 

of the year was the chance to hear the 

compositions of our pupils devised in 

the new music technology classroom 

and then performed to a packed Chapel 

by the School orchestra. But it is also my 

joy to share not only that with you, but 

also the great successes of the U15 

hockey team who completed a second 

year unbeaten, or the quality of the 

productions of Rhinoceros and Kes in  

the theatre. 

Yet for some, and perhaps for you, it 

would be the judgement of others rather 

than my inevitably jaundiced view that 

should be important which is why the 

ISI inspection of the whole School in 

November 2012 was so pleasing. I hope 

that you have had the chance to read 

this in full. It is available to view on the 

School website www.aldenham.com but 

if you have not done that, then the 

judgements alone make a perfect 

summary. In simple terms we were 

awarded the highest grade of “excellent” 

in each of the nine categories and 

therefore for the School as a whole.  

A moment indeed for great pride, but 

also as I see it a springboard to further 

development and ongoing success in  

the future. I hope that you see that in 

the School and that we will have the 

chance to share more of this with you  

in the future. 

This would undoubtedly not be 

possible were it not for the unstinting 

work of Ann Saffery and Jackie Wilkie  

in the Development & OA Office or the 

great interest and friendship for the 

School of Neil Sutherland and the  

whole OA Committee, I therefore offer 

them all my thanks for the pleasure  

of seeing the OA community develop  

in this way. 

Letter from the Headmaster
I am delighted that the first edition of the new OA Review was 
so well received across the world and I very much hope that 
through this new publication you feel that you are in touch 
with the School as it is now.

James fowler in the School library
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A Level results 2013
Aldenham students were able to 

celebrate the release of A Level results. 

The 75 students in Y13 have concluded 

their time in the School with some 

impressive results and most of them 

were able to receive confirmation of 

their places at top universities, including 

a third of them who will be starting 

courses at Russell Group universities. 

These include Nicholas Cohen 

(Psychology at Durham),  

Takuma Furutani (Physics at Imperial), 

James Jarvis (Economics at Warwick), 

Joseph Jones (History at Warwick) and 

Jordan Stein (Economics at 

Nottingham). Along with Giles Watkins 

who will be beginning a course in 

Product Design at the Glasgow School of 

Art, these top students all gained at 

least 3 A grades at A Level.

In total around a quarter of all 

examination were graded at A* or A 

grade, and a 99% pass rate demonstrated 

the hard work of all the students and 

their teachers over the last two years

 

GCSE results 2013
At a time when it has become 

increasingly difficult for pupils across 

the country to gain top grades, it has 

been impressive to note the successes  

of Aldenham pupils who received their 

GCSE grades this summer. In total  

14% of examinations taken were graded 

at the top level of A*, and over a third  

of all examinations were at that grade  

or A grade. 

There were some outstanding individual 

performances with 30 pupils (36%) 

gaining 5 or more A*/A grades. Amongst 

these were five students who gained 11 

A*/A grades: Zoe Arnold, Isabella 
Fetherston, Freddie Flinn, Andrew 
Maclean and William Cohen Stein. 

Headmaster James Fowler said: “In 

celebrating with our pupils we recognise 

the tremendous amount of hard work 

that has gone into achieving these 

results, not only by the pupils, but also 

by a very hardworking and talented 

team of teachers. We hope that these 

will prove an ideal foundation for the  

A Level courses which lie ahead.”

Exam results

OA Close Encounter
The School is very grateful to the OA Society for funding 
membership to FILMCLUB www.filmclub.org.

Members of the club, which 

meets twice a week during 

term time, were delighted to 

meet two OAs who have experience of 

working in the film industry. Michael 
Rosenberg (B1954-57), Author and Film 

Producer, and Peter Phillips (P1957-61), 
Film Producer and Editor, came back to 

School, where both had been inspired by 

films in their younger years, to answer 

questions from current students.

There is a thriving interest in 

Performing Arts and Media Studies  

at Aldenham and the wealth of 

experience among the OAs working in 

this field is a valuable one. We can only 

benefit from this and much appreciate 

the contribution it makes to the lives of 

the pupils in the School today.

Peter Phillips

Peter Phillips (P1957-61) & michael rosenberg oBe (B1954-57) with current student members 

of filmClub. 
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School developments

Extraordinary Scientists 
OAs who have excelled in their field of Science since the year 
2000 have been commemorated on the new Honours boards 
in the Science block at Aldenham.

The School holidays are always an ideal opportunity to 
update facilities at Aldenham and this summer was a great 
example, with a huge amount of activity going on. 

As well as commemorating the 

achievement of these scholars, 

the boards serve as a great 

incentive to current students and 

encourage them to study hard in order 

to achieve their goals and to gain a place 

on the list. 

The boards were handmade by  

Dr Paul Turner (CR1998-Present), 
Chemistry Teacher and Assistant 

Housemaster Martineau’s. It is hoped 

that OAs who feature on the boards 

would like to return to School for an 

official unveiling in the near future 

One major facelift took place in 

the Sports Hall, where the floor 

was replaced after 25 years of 

continual use.

The spectacular new surface provides 

a superb, multi- purpose space which 

will be used by the Senior School, the 

Prep School and outside organisations.

Other works included the erection of 

a 6th Form Art Studio , the creation of a 

10th Science Laboratory, improved Wi-Fi 

facilities across the site, repairs to the 

Cricket Pavilion roof and refurbishment to 

Kennedy’s, McGill’s and Paull’s Houses.

Sadly the School suffered some 

thefts, in particular, of York stone 

outside the Chapel and outside the 

Headmaster’s House. Fortunately, the 

thieves did not get away with the lot and 

the Grounds and Maintenance staff 

have worked hard to replace patios and 

paths and to ensure future security.

In September the Headmaster 

launched a draft Development Plan for 

the next five years, which is expected to 

be endorsed by the Governing Body in 

December 2013. The guiding principle 

encompassed within the plan is 

becoming a more confident School. 

There are fourteen key strands and 

around ninety areas for development. 

We look forward to the challenge.

when they will be able to talk to current 

students about their careers and the 

pathways to success in science. 

If you are interested in attending 

such an event, please contact 

 Ann Saffery, Development & OA 

Manager on Tel: 01923 851 612  

Email: aesaffery@aldenham.com 
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As Aldenham tradition dictates, 

the annual Remembrance 

Service was held in School on  

11 November. The Chapel bell, as  

usual, was rung once for every Old 

Aldenhamian who had fallen in past 

Remembrance 2012
conflicts – 288 tolls.

The CCF paraded at Letchmore Heath 

on Remembrance Sunday where the 

Headmaster joined others from the 

village in the wreath laying ceremony.

Officers and NCOs of the CCF  

were delighted to welcome 

Captain Danny Sharpe RAMC 
(R1994-2001) as guest speaker at their 

annual dinner, which was held in the 

Masters’ Dining Room (formerly School 

House Library) on Thursday 27th June 

2013. Danny is currently completing his 

training as an A&E specialist at the 

Chelsea and Westminster Hospital and 

spoke movingly about his experience as 

an army doctor serving in Afghanistan.

CCF Dinner Gloucester Cathedral
It has become a tradition that once a year the School Choir 
sings Evensong at a prestigious venue. 

The support of OAs, and parents  

at these events is always much 

appreciated - This year the Choir 

travelled to Gloucester Cathedral. 

Guests were invited to a reception 

hosted by the Headmaster, after a 

Eucharist service on the evening of 

Monday 24th June 2013.

The 30 strong Choir was joined by 

three OAs, Michael Powles (SHO1969-74), 
Carl Rennie (M2003-10) and Alice 
Erman (P2005-12) as well as some 

teaching staff and the Headmaster. The 

acoustics in this delightful building are 

excellent and the Choir sounded great. 

The singing was conducted by  

John Wyatt (CR1994-Pesent), Director of 

Music and accompanied by the Assistant 

Director, Sam Austin (CR2011-Present). 
The solo performances, including one  

by the Headmaster, were exquisite and 

left the congregation feeling refreshed 

and uplifted.

You may be interested to know that 

John Wyatt is applying to St Paul’s 

Cathedral for a slot there in June 2014 

and a date will be announced when this 

has been confirmed. We very much look 

forward to this special occasion.

danny Sharpe & alan Cockerill  

(Cr1998-Present), CCf Contingent.
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The Letchmore Trust Art Prizes

The Senior competition had an 

open theme whilst the Junior 

competition had the theme, 

Movement in Nature. In the Senior 

competition, Grace Conway (P2008-
Present) won first place with her 

fantastic accurate painting of a Rhino, 

second place was Alex Waldron 
(K2008-Present) with a beautiful Zebra 

This year’s entries for the Letchmore Trust Senior & Junior 
School Art prizes were a very close competition with some 
outstanding pieces of work up for consideration. 

painting and Simon Schwarz (K2011-13) 
was placed third for his original and 

intriguing organic natural forms 

sculpture. 

In the Junior competition there were 

some lovely paintings, drawings and 

sculptures and this year, students 

entered some incredible photography 

work as well. The joint winners were 

Phoebe Altman (Ma2011-Present) with 

an excellent 3D action painting of a bird 

diving into the sea and Sam Aron 
(L2009-Present) with a detailed 

photograph of an Osprey catching  

a trout. 

The work was on display at the Art 

exhibition on 20th June in the Art 

Department and the Apthorp Room and 

also during Visitation Day.

Trustees of the Letchmore Trust 

manage various art and financial assets 

relating to the School and, at their 

discretion, use income from the latter  

to support School activities and projects 

such as the annual Letchmore Trust  

Art prizes. 
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Eros to Eros run

Former Prep School Head, Paul Cheetham (CR1996-99 & 
Head of Prep School 2003-07) stormed home to victory in the 
2013 Eros Run in a record-breaking time. 

In near-perfect conditions, Cheetham, 

in his third victory in as many years, 

sliced almost two minutes off the 

previous record held since 1986 by 

Senior Master Nick Pulman (CR1977-
Present) to finish in 1:28:39. It was clear 

from the off that he would be 

challenging for the record and he had 

left the rest of the field behind before 

turning onto Oxford Street, less than 

half a mile from the start. The current 

pupil record-holder, Edwin Latter 
(B1984-86), was in second place, with a 

very fast 1:46:10, and the Eros Shield 

once again went to Kieron Passfield 
(L2008-Present) in 1:57:50, just two 

minutes slower than his time last year, 

despite having suffered from a cracked 

bone in his foot earlier in the year. 

Another Leeman’s runner was the 

current Housemistress, Miss Emily 
Gratton (CR2008-Present), the first 

member of staff home in 2:10:00. Ashley 

Potter, father of current Head Girl 

Amelia Potter (P2013-Present), was the 

first of three parents to finish in 1:54:50, 

beating his 2011 time by over seven 

minutes. Once again, the runners were 

aided by a team of willing volunteers 

who kept them replenished throughout 

the route, and offered encouragement 

along the way. Many of the runners – not 

to mention the support staff – come 

back time and time again to take part in 

this traditional end-of-year event, which 

is testament to its success. After all, 

what else might entice one to Piccadilly 

Circus at 5am on a damp Friday morning?

28th June 2013

1 Paul Cheetham OA 1:28:39*
2 Edwin Latter OA 1:46:10
3 Martin Love Friend of OA 1:53:45
4 Ashley Potter Parent 1:54:50
5 Kieron Passfield 13 L 1:57:50
6 Matheus Cavalheiro 13 M 2:02:40
7 Elliott Worsley 13 L 2:10:00
8 Emily Gratton Staff 2:10:32
9 Marcel Lex 12 M 2:14:10
10 Richard Kemish Parent 2:15:10
11 Andrew Fraser Staff 2:17:45
12 Amy Irish Staff 2:19:15
13 David Chorley Staff 2:19:50
14 Alastair Heald 13 M 2:23:55
15 Alex Jacovides 11 K 2:27:25
16 Max Quastel 12 M 2:37:07
17= James Jarvis 13 M 2:37:41
17= Oliver Kyte 13 R 2:37:41
19 Sam Cox 13 M 2:46:06
20 Simon Colston Parent 2:46:07
21 Emma Metcalf Staff 2:49:31
22 Kevin Lawrence Staff 2:51:27
23 Will Stein R 11 2:56:10
24 Clara Nugent Staff 3:03:26
25= James Greensmith K 13 3:19:25
25= Max Wright K 13 3:19:25
25= Justin Hamilton-Heward K 13 3:19:25

Lee Lee M 10 DNF

the reSuLtS

edwin with Juliet Latter after this year’s 

run – edwin still holds the student record 

for the run

Perhaps most importantly this year, 

runners also raised over £500 for the 

Bobath Centre, the School’s designated 

charity for the year. I would like to thank 

all the runners, their sponsors and the 

support staff for making the run so 

successful again.

Philip S Green (CR2005-Present)
Race Organiser

edwin Latter (B1984-86) with his 

girlfriend, Juliet (the future mrs 

Latter), after his record winning 

eros run in 1986
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Aldenham 
School:  
A Foundation 
for Success

Copies of the new History book – 

Aldenham School: A Foundation for Success 

are still selling well since it was 

published in November 2011.

This beautifully illustrated record of 

life at Aldenham since it was founded, 

right up to the present day, is still 

available to buy:

£35 if collected from the School. 

£40 to include p&p within the UK

£45 overseas

To order a copy, please contact Jackie 

Wilkie, Development & OA Office

Tel: +44(0)1923 851 614

Email: Jackie@aldenham.com

Edited by Roger Payne (CR1971-2000)

John Oliver Steed (SH1916-20) died 11 

March 1993, aged 91; see photo below.

John Milburn George Blakiston 
(SH1918-23) (date of death unknown)

Other names found were:

Agarwala - 2 brothers at Aldenham, 

1904-08 and 1904-11

Andrew Patrick McEldowney (SH1917-
21) died 29 July 1978, aged 75

Air Vice Marshal Frederick Elvy 
Lipscomb (SH1914-20) died 19 March 

1992, aged 89

Graffiti
It seems Banksy is not the only one with a reputation for 
graffiti. The above shows several names carved into the 
wooden panelling which was exposed during recent work 
carried out in the Servery area of the kitchens.

Maurice Brachi (SH1903-06) died 9 

November 1965, aged 96 and mentioned 

in The Aldenhamian, November 1916, 

p.9 for being awarded the MC

Peter Crush Sainsbury (M1902-08) died 

7 September 1969, aged 78. Played in 3 

Arthur Dunn Finals as told by his son in 

a letter dated 3 November 2006

Phillip Hiddersley Cummings (B1904-
1909) died 1983, aged 92. Worked for 

solicitors, Van der Linde and had a 

distinguished career in RFC then RAF. 

Awarded DFC with bar and achieved 

rank of Group Captain

School house evens Cricket team 1917, taken from a B G Stephen’s (Sh1913-19) album

Back row: d a Steed (Sh16-21), t r henn (Sh16-20), G h Jackson (Sh16-19),  

J k Cooper (Sh16-20), P W marriage (Sh13-18)

front row: e C Pollit (Sh16-19), J o Steed (Sh16-20), L f Partridge (Sh15-18,  

C Watling (Sh15-18), G d hodgson (Sh17-18) , m L f Leech (Sh14-19)
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Violin donated to the School

The School plans to buy a new 

case for it once it has been 

repaired, in order to keep it  

in peak condition.

Aldenham has some very talented 

musicians, including Abigail James 
(Ma2012-Present), who played the violin 

at the opening of The Wells Centre.

Richard Schooley (B1963-68) 
has kindly donated his violin 
to the School along with a 
cheque for its refurbishment. 

The School is extremely grateful to 

the 108 donors to The Aldenham 

Annual Fund 2012/13, which has 

raised over £40,000. 

This extra money has enabled the 

purchase of a variety of items and there 

is something for everyone. Special 

thanks to all the OAs who contributed 

towards the fund including Brian 
Apthorp (P1951-56) who made a 

generous contribution towards new 

outdoor play equipment for the Prep 

School, Giles Turner (SHO1952-57) who 

enabled us to buy a new digital piano, 

and John Wells (Governor 1997-2007) 
whose donation has supported the 

development of the Electronics and 

Engineering Club. 

The Letchmore Trust bought two  

very impressive art display stands for 

The Wells Centre, and the Old 

Aldenhamian Golf Society (OAGS) 

contributed towards the installation of  

a five bay golf practice facility. Sport 

activities will also benefit from new 

bowling machines for cricketers, 

portable football goals and new netball 

posts. Haze, dry ice and bubble 

machines were purchased for scene 

setting in our spectacular drama 

productions. The amount of money raised 

was well above target and therefore we 

were also able to purchase  fifteen 

digital microscopes, two with integral 

aLdeNham aNNuaL fuNd 2012/13

cameras. These will enhance learning in 

biology and help inspire our scientists.

The School and its pupils are very 

fortunate to have so many generous 

supporters amongst its parents, former 

pupils and staff. The Annual Fund helps 

to ensure that we may provide extra 

items, which make a real and significant 

difference to learning at Aldenham.

THANK YOU! 

richard Schooley with John Wyatt, director of music (Cr 1994-Present)
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Headmaster’s Secretary Leaves after 
27 Years Service

Janet, who joined the School in 1986, 

has worked for four Headmasters: 

Michael Higginbottom (1983-94), 
Stephen Borthwick (1994-2000), Richard 
Harman (2000-06) and of course the 

current Headmaster, James Fowler, who 

came to Aldenham in 2006.

The Headmaster’s Secretary is 

usually the first point of contact for 

prospective students and their parents 

and Janet will have met most students 

on their first visit to the School for an 

interview with the Headmaster. Her kind 

and friendly manner has no doubt 

helped put nervous 11 and 13 year olds 

at their ease over the 27 years she spent 

at the School.

At the Headmaster’s assembly in the 

final week of the Lent term, Janet was 

presented with a large, handmade card, 

signed by the whole School and a flower 

arrangement along with vouchers to 

treat herself to a special gift to 

remember everyone by.

Despite the time Janet had been at 

The School bade farewell to the Headmaster’s long serving, 
Secretary, Janet Houghton (née Scott), in April 2013. 

the School, this was the first time she 

had attended the Headmaster’s 

assembly and she admitted to finding 

the occasion quite overwhelming. She 

said: 

“Thank you for everything, Aldenham is a 

fantastic place to work, it’s a beautiful site 

but it’s the people within it that make the 

School the very special place it is”. She 

urged those she was leaving behind to 

make the most of their time here and 

most of all to enjoy themselves.

Chaplain leaves after 19 years

As well as seven years spent as 

Housemaster of Kennedy’s 

House, Father Stead also  

brought his great passions for theatre 

and sailing to the fore. Yet, alongside all 

this, he found time to be the person in 

charge of Safeguarding for the School. 

We wish Father and Mrs Stead every 

happiness in their new life in Lichfield.

Father Andrew Stead  
(CR1994-2013), who began 
and ended his time at 
Aldenham as Chaplain,  
has left to join the Chapter 
of Lichfield Cathedral. 

father andrew Stead, Visitation day Service 2013.
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Fifty Years On
“Thank you so much for Aldenhamiana, Issue 40, the new 
style OA Review. Having read it from cover to cover I’d like  
to say how much I appreciate all the work and effort that  
has gone into producing it. Beautifully designed and put 
together, it is a wonderful way to keep everyone in touch 
with the School.”

The pages which report on OA Day 

in June 2012 remind me of what 

was a very memorable and 

enjoyable occasion. I well remember the 

formal opening of Kennedy’s House all 

those years ago and, as I have not been 

back to Aldenham for fifty years or so 

having lived much of my adult life 

abroad, OA Day was a very special 

occasion for me. It was a particular 

pleasure meeting Vera Wallace-Hadrill 
(Staff 1950-55 & 1962-72) and finding 

her so well and on such good form.

 My parents sent me to Aldenham for 

sixth form only, the School being a good 

choice with the new house just opening 

and in need of senior boys. Up to that 

time I had been drifting in school and 

Vera and David Wallace-Hadrill 
(CR1950-55 & CR1962-86) and First 
Housemaster K1962-72 put me on my 

feet and sent me on my way to 

university. This led me into an exciting 

academic career at universities in Africa, 

the Far East and England, so Kennedy’s 

has been of great significance in my life 

and for this I am truly grateful.

It was Lord McNair (SH1898-1902), 
Aldenham’s great legal figure, who 

opened Kennedy’s at a formal event on a 

bleak day in December 1962. He had 

been a Cambridge law professor who 

had gone on to be president of the 

International Court of Justice at The 

Hague and at the time of the opening, 

then aged seventy seven, was the 

current president of the European Court 

of Human Rights at Strasbourg. He 

looked a frail figure as he gave his 

address and offered the assembled boys 

some words of ‘advice’. The following 

day on top table at lunch in Kennedy’s, 

David Wallace-Hadrill told us he 

thought that McNair’s advice that we 

should consider careers in the provinces 

and not only in London was not 

particularly inspiring. 

That was what we so loved about our 

Housemaster. He would say exactly 

what he thought even if this meant 

going against the official line without 

quite being subversive. He avoided being 

authoritarian and got us on side by 

being open to new things and to change. 

Most importantly he respected us, 

speaking to us as adults and so we 

responded to his call that the house 

should not be hierarchical and rule-

based but should simply follow normal 

standards of civil behaviour.

David Wallace-Hadrill was my first 

sighting of a real scholar, seated behind 

the large desk in his study, puffing away 

at his pipe as he encouraged me to aim 

for a university place. The desk was 

covered with a chaos of sheets of paper 

decorated with the hieroglyphs of his 

impossible handwriting, his big work 

having been a book on Eusebius of 

Caesarea. He was thus a significant 

scholar in his own right as well as being 

a father to his four children and in a 

way to all of us. Yet through all the 

turmoil of a busy boarding house his 

wife, Vera, sailed serene and lovely, 

always so warm and approachable.

A pivotal point in my life, those times 

are still so fresh in my memory that it is 

hard to grasp that half a century has 

slipped past. Reading the OA Review it 

strikes me that so many School leavers 

apparently took Lord McNair’s advice 

and have had fine careers all over the 

world and even sometimes in the 

provinces. 

It is sad reading the recent obituaries, 

especially of those whose lives were torn 

apart by the horrors of war, though 

these of course were the great survivors. 

It was interesting, in particular, to read 

of the life of Paul Griffin (Headmaster 
1962-74) who interviewed me when I 

first came to Aldenham. He was benign 

and welcoming and I remember him 

with great affection. I now wonder what 

privations he experienced in the awful 

war theatre of Burma and how that 

affected his attitude to the difficult 

times of the Sixties. He would certainly 

be proud to see that the School to which 

he contributed so much has weathered 

the storm so well and is now flourishing.’

Andrew Hicks (K1963-66)

News and 
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The numbers were low, possibly 

because the event fell on 

Memorial Day, an occasion when 

many families get together in the USA. 

This did not take away from the 

enjoyment of those who were able to 

meet up at the Scala Bistro for a 

convivial evening meal and it was 

appropriate that some members of 

Aldenham’s extended family were able 

to join together on this special day. OAs 

who were able to be there were:  

Holden Lim (P1977-82), Jim Corbett 
(SHE1954-57), Neil Dave (M2002-05) 
and Kaveh Mehregan (P1977-82).

The Headmaster, James Fowler and his wife, Dr Charlotte 
Fowler, were delighted to take the opportunity to have dinner 
with a small group of OAs while they were in San Francisco, 
where Charlotte was attending a conference. 

San Francisco Dinner 2013

from l to r: holden Lim, James fowler (headmaster), dr Charlotte fowler, Jim Corbett, Neil 

dave, kaveh mehregan

Rowley’s Olympic record recognised
Further to An Olympic 2012 volunteer featured in last year’s 
OA Review, Patrick Rowley (B1947-50) has emailed a follow up 
that he was recognised as the only journalist in the world to 
report on both the 1948 Olympics and the 2012 Games.

Patrick covered the 1948 Olympics 

for his local newspaper, the 

Middlesex Chronicle, while on 

holiday from Aldenham. It was to be the 

start of his long career in journalism.

His record of covering 14 summer 

Olympics was recognised by the 

Association Internationale de la Presse 

Sportive (AIPS). He was one of 100 

journalists who have covered ten or 

more Olympics, to receive a limited 

edition Olympic Torch replica.

Rowley was presented with his award 

by Kip Keino, the former Kenyan 

Olympic champion athlete during a 

ceremony held in London during the 

2012 Games.

He covered the 2012 Games for  

AFP (Agence France Presse) and the 

Sunday Express.

During his career he reported on the 

Olympics for BBC radio and television, 

Eurosport TV, The Guardian, The Sunday 

Times and most of the other British 

nationals.

‘I always considered Sydney 2000 the 

best Olympics I attended’, said Rowley, 

‘but London 2012 was brilliantly 

organised and certainly as good.’

Rowley has been extremely busy 

recently helping to found and launch 

the world’s first ever Hockey Museum. 

www.hockeyarchives.co.uk
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Initially the scheme started with 10 

mentors, now numbering 16, all 

having considerable experience at 

senior levels in Accountancy, Law, 

Banking & Finance, Management 

Consultancy, Government, the Armed 

Forces and various other careers and 

businesses.

There is undoubtedly a real value  

to be gained by OAs facing difficult or 

challenging career decisions if they are 

able to consult with and draw on the 

business experience of a variety of 

mentors. Benefits to mentees include 

guidance on areas of unfamiliarity, 

improved self-confidence and self-

esteem and raising achievements and 

aspirations. Some simple examples 

during the last year have included setting 

Mentoring scheme
The OA Mentoring Scheme was launched by the OA Society 
President, Neil Sutherland, OBE (B1966-70), in September 
2012 and, in its first year, has been able to help several 
individual OA mentees with some challenging career 
decisions and practical issues.

clear business aims and objectives, 

interview techniques and help with the 

preparation of CVs that are specific to 

mentees chosen career paths.

In the year ahead we want to raise 

awareness of the OA mentoring scheme 

and our intention is to offer workshops 

and presentations to school leavers by 

arrangement with the School.

 For further information and to 

register interest either as a Mentor  

or Mentee, please contact

David Hayes or Ann Saffery  

oas@aldenham.com 

David Hayes (SHO1963-68) 
OA Committee Member with 

responsibility for the scheme

dhayes.family@gmail.com

OA BOW TIE
Thinking of attending the 
OA Dinner and want to 
look your best?

OA ties may be purchased from the 

School shop, Stevensons.

Tel: 01727 814 368

Email: sales@stevensons.co.uk

or the School shop Mon – Fri 1pm – 

4pm during term time. 

Armitage, Melita Jayne  B1987-89 Cultural & Creative Industries

Bajaria, Chirag Dinesh SHO&R1987-92 IT

Bingham, Anthony John P1963-67 Accountancy 

Buzzard, Paul Jeremy CR1979-84 Accountancy

Croft, Peter John Patrick K1962-66 Banking & Finance

Goodfellow, Scott John M1979-84 Banking & Finance

Hayes, David Wingate Stuart SHO1963-68 Law & Charity

Laurenson, Anthony Peter  M1971-75 Catering, Hotels, Innkeeping etc.

Mac, Dominic  K1988-93 Management 

Nicholas, Robert James M1975-80 Building & Architecture

Pankhania, Sunil L1993-2000 Property

Sarraf-Yazdi, Reza K1997-2002 Learning & Development 

Sikdar, Indrajeet Kumar SH1985-90 Banking & Finance

Sutherland, Neil Anthony  B1966-70 Medical services, Army

Templeman, David Peter R1995-98 

Watts, Marcus Redmayne M1976-81 Travel & Gap Services

meNtorSJenny and Chris arkell (B1946-52, Cr1962-

93 & housemaster k1972-84), visited the 

Wells Centre earlier this year with Sue 

Barnard, widow of ken Barnard (Cr1956-91 

& housemaster B1967-82), and matron of 

Beevor’s house 1975-82. 
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‘Never the Same River’
Antony Wood (SHE1954-59) has written a memoir due out 
this autumn, Never the same river, and even though quite a lot 
of people write memoirs not many include a description of 
life at Aldenham. 

‘Growing up in the Rectory at 

Elstree, where my family life 

was not straightforward, I went 

to Aldenham as a day-boy in 1954 and 

threw myself into everything the School 

had to offer. 

Peter Mason (CR1949-61) was the 

Head at the time and for £60 a year my 

Father got incredible value. I cycled 

down Butterfly Lane every day of the 

week and stayed at School until after 

Prep finished at 10.00pm. On Sundays,  

I went home early, usually around 

4.00pm, so the only things the fees 

didn’t buy were breakfast and an iron 

bed in a spartan dormitory.

For organisations to survive they 

have to be able to transform themselves 

and the modern, successful Aldenham 

has done this in a dazzling way. To 

underline the contrast, I have 

consciously spent some time trying to 

describe Aldenham as it was in the 

1950’s – a boys-only boarding school, 

operating seven days a week with pupils 

from all over the world.’ 

 

What are the chances?
David Taylor (P1969-72) recounts his chance meeting  
with fellow OA, Walter Truscott (P1965-70). 

‘Went to Spain last year on 

holiday and rented a 

beautiful villa high up in 

the mountains with the only access via 

a dried up river bed. One evening the 

owner and his wife cooked a really 

special dinner for us and during 

conversation it turned out we were both 

at Aldenham at the same time and in 

the same house.’

Inaugural 
hockey match
Royal visit to the inaugural 
hockey match on the new 
artificial turf pitch.

The match between an Aldenham 

XI and an Invitation XI drawn 

from local club St Albans took 

place on 4th November 1998 and 

included a range of ex England and  

ex Olympic hockey stars. 

A quote from the School newsletter 

at the time, ‘Scott Willmott (K1995-
2000), a hockey enthusiast played 

steadfastly in defence. Meanwhile up 

front, England U21 Squad player 

Matthew Hetherington (L1995-99), top 

scorer for St Albans in the National 

League, did his best to penetrate the 

defence of the Invitation XI more than 

ably supported by ex England players, 

Bill Waugh and Nick Clarke, and Masters 

Mr Tim Milton and Mr Martin Langston. 

A score line of 5-11 to the Invitation XI 

did not reflect the excellent saves by 

Malcolm Yull (P1989-94) and now 

number one choice in goal for St Albans.’

Matthew Hetherington recently 

donated to the School, a trophy to be 

presented to the leading hockey goal 

scorer. The trophy is named the 

‘Matthew Hetherington Award’.

the line up with hrh the Princess royal  

(l to r) mr Stephen Borthwick (headmaster), 

and mr martin Langston. 
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University Application 
Explained

Elliott successfully gained his 1st 

choice place to read Product 

Design Engineering at 

Loughborough University. 

Congratulations to him on both counts.

First class 
triplets

Triplets Lucy, Emily and Gareth 
Thomas (K2004-09) now 22 years 

old, featured in an article in the 

Watford Observer when they were just 

three years old regarding their not being 

able to use the Watford Springs 

swimming pool. Now the three siblings 

have each gained a first class honours 

degree at their universities. Gareth, 

Head Boy at Aldenham 2008-09, gained 

his degree in sport and recreation 

development at Leeds Metropolitan 

University.

All three are to embark on totally 

different career paths with Gareth 

hoping to become a primary school 

teacher. He is due to take his PGCE 

qualification at Leeds in 2014. 

Australia and Dubai dinner 
proposals
Calling all OAs living, working or travelling through Australia 
and Dubai.

Next year will be 10 years since 

the last organised OA reunion  

in Australia and Gordon Guy 
(P1982-86) suggested that it’s time to 

meet again. Looking back on comments 

from last time and also because the 

majority of OAs in Australia live in New 

South Wales, it would appear that 

Sydney would be a popular place to hold 

a gathering. So all that remains is to 

confirm a date and venue – please 

contact the Development & OA Office 

oas@aldenham.com to register your 

interest. Suggested venues so far 

include: Macquarie University  

(Mark Broomfield SHO1966-72), Dunes 

Restaurant, Palm Beach (John Hughes 
SHO1951-55) and East Fremantle Yacht 

Club in Western Australia (Michael 
Newfield B1980-84). Please spread the 

word to make sure we get a good crowd.

Following on from the above plan, 

Douglas Chalton (SHO1963-67), 
currently living in Dubai, proposed an 

OA event there for anyone interested. 

With 12 people on the OA database with 

UAE addresses, it is worth considering. 

Once again, please get in touch if this 

would be of interest to you and we’ll see 

what can be arranged – perhaps in the 

Spring on the way to Australia? 

Contact: oas@aldenham.com

One of this year’s leavers, Elliott Worsley (L2006-13) has 
written a document called “University Application Explained” 
which can be purchased through Amazon Kindle for £3 and 
gives the experiences of a successful university applicant.  
It contains useful tips and questions to ask when applying. 

All change
In 2002, James Goodwin 
(K1980-85) sent a note  
for inclusion in the OA 
Review about a career change 
following an MBA.

Now with an MA in Art History at 

Birkbeck College in 2003, James 

works as a writer, lecturer and 

art market consultant. He teaches at 

Christie’s auction house and at various 

business schools and universities in 

France, Italy and China. He lives in 

Suffolk. 
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Headmaster meets OAs in London 

Aldenham’s current Headmaster, 

James Fowler, met Neil 
Sutherland (B1966-70) OBE,  

OA President, and other members of the  

OA Society for lunch on board the 

Restaurant Ship Hispaniola on Monday 

20th May 2013.

The Upper Deck of the ship, which is 

permanently moored on Victoria 

Embankment, provided private dining 

for the group and came recommended 

by several OAs who had eaten there and 

enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere. The 

venue offered a fabulous view of the 

River Thames, the London Eye and the 

Houses of Parliament.

 This event certainly proved a winner 

with those present and could be 

repeated next year, prior to a reception 

at St Paul’s Cathedral, where the School 

Choir hopes to sing Evensong.



News and features30

News from Peter Archbold (SHE1941-42)
‘At long distance, I am e-corresponding with my nephew 
Tony Archbold (SHE1936-38)’s son, Michael who lives in 
Sydney, NSW trying to open some dark historical cupboards 
for him!’

Michael sent me this photograph 

which includes me, not Tony, 

in the middle of the five, at 

Aldenham during Summer Term 1941. 

My recollections are that the School had 

a branch of Young Farmers and we had a 

rabbitry in a shed near the playing fields, 

down past Mead’s. (Details are not set in 

concrete – it was a long time ago!)

We were awaiting a visit by the Duke 

of Norfolk, Joint Parliamentary Secretary 

to the Ministry of Agriculture. The 

primary object of his visit was to get an 

idea of the work the Farming Society 

was doing, but also to see some of the 

work of the Home Guard. The Duke was 

accompanied on his tour by Godfrey 
Mead (SH1905-10 & CR1914-44), and 

Richard Heynes (B1938-42), School 

Captain who left to join the Army. As 

recorded in The Aldenhamian Dec. 1944, 

Richard went to Sandhurst in the Spring 

of 1943 and received his commission in 

the December. During an engagement in 

Normandy on 3rd August 1944, 

Lieutenant R Heynes’ tank was hit and 

he was killed instantaneously. At 

Aldenham he will be remembered as 

leader of the School Farming Society.’

John Hawkins 
(B1976-81)
Jeremy Hawkins (B1949-52) 
emailed the following: 

‘Many thanks for the OA Review 

which is most pleasing to 

read. My son, The Rev’d John 
Hawkins (B1976-81), was appointed 

Prebendary of Ealdstreet last November 

by the Bishop of London at St Paul’s 

Cathedral.’

News from Tel Aviv
Michael Shamah (R2001-08) emailed from Tel Aviv, 
‘It is now 5 years since I left Aldenham. 

I finished my degree last year at the 

University of Bradford gaining a  

2:1 and, since October 2012, I have 

been in Tel Aviv doing a Master’s  

degree in Archaeology and Near  

Eastern Cultures.

I have excavated at archaeological sites, 

particularly in Israel and Jordan, and did 

a research internship at the Council of 

British Research at the Levant Institute 

in Jerusalem (formerly known as the 

British School of Archaeology).’ 

Writing in retirement
In a letter to the Development & OA Office, Peter Hughes 
(SHO1940-46) wrote that he is still enjoying retirement in 
Salisbury and has recently completed a biography of Dr F D 
Ommanney (SH1916-18), the marine biologist and author. 

‘Dick Ommanney was the  

uncle of my ex-wife Caroline 

Jane. He had set out in his 

autobiographical books, The House  

in the Park and The River Bank, his  

life up to the start of WW2. The 

remainder of his life was covered in 

some fifteen books; his best known  

book was South Latitude, originally 

published in 1913, which was judged 

one of the best books of Antarctic  

travel for years.

Dick’s work as a marine biologist after 

WW2, in which he had served in the 

RNVR, took him to the Seychelles, 

Mauritius, Zanzibar and Singapore and 

he ended his scientific career as Director 

of a fisheries research team affiliated to 

the University of Hong Kong. He then 

retired at the age of 59 to England and 

spent the rest of his life, at first, in 

London and then in Milverton, Somerset 

writing mainly technical books on marine 

life, especially whales and educational 

books for students and children.’  
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Booking Form

Name

House & dates at Aldenham

Address

Post Code

Telephone (home)

Email

Telephone (work)

Telephone (mobile)

I would also like to bring a guest, his / her name is 

Please indicate any special dietary requirements

Old Aldenhamian Day
 
Sunday 8th June 2014

All OAs welcome

The focus this year will be School House. Personal invitations will be sent to OAs 
who were in School House Evens, School House Odds, Leeman’s and Riding’s. 
Please make sure the School has your correct contact details and help spread 
the word about this reunion.

A programme for the day will be announced nearer the time and you are 
welcome to attend all or part of the day.

Please register your intention to attend by email to jackie@aldenham.com  
or by completing the slip below by Monday 19th May 2014.



AnnUAL gEnErAL mEETing 
6pm Wednesday 12th March 2014

The Whitbread Room, Aldenham School

An Agenda will be circulated in advance of the meeting. Please send items for discussion  
to the Development & OA Office.

There will be a complimentary Supper at 7.30pm for OAs and their guests.

If you are unable to attend the meeting you are welcome to attend the Supper only. 

For catering purposes, please register your intention to attend by email to  
jackie@aldenham.com or by returning the slip on the right

AnnUAL DinnEr 2013 
Friday 22nd November at Aldenham School

6.15pm Drinks Reception in the Library  

6.30pm Presentation by Ruth Alinek

7.30pm Dinner in the Dining Hall

Class of 1953 – it’s your Diamond Jubilee, Class of ’63 it’s 50 Golden years for you and for 
the Class of 1988 it’s a Silver Celebration!

Partners welcome

Tables seat up to 12 people

Dress: Black Tie or Lounge Suit  Ladies: Evening Wear

Tickets: £39 per person or £27.50 per person under 30 on day of Dinner 
(Ticket price includes half bottle of wine, a 4 course dinner & coffee)

Bookings to Ian Luetchford c/o Development & OA Office, Aldenham School, Elstree, Herts 
WD6 3AJ by Monday 11th November 
 
Enquiries to Jackie Wilkie jackie@aldenham.com Tel: 01923 851 614 

iS iT TimE To rEnEW YoUr oA SUBSCriPTion?

New membership subscription arrangements were unanimously approved at the Society’s 
AGM in 2002 to enable the Society to provide members with an improved service, in 
particular expansion and improvement of the OA website.

All existing Life Members who left the School twenty years ago or more are invited to pay a 
voluntary annual subscription to the Society. An appropriate sum would be £10 per annum 
though the Society would welcome larger amounts. 

If you left School in Summer 1993 or before, you are invited to start paying a voluntary 
annual subscription to the Society. 

Should you wish to make a voluntary annual subscription, please complete the Standing 
Order form (right) and return it to the Development & OA Office.



✁

✁

If you plan to attend the meeting &/or the Supper please complete & return this form to the  
OA Office, Aldenham School, Elstree, Herts WD6 3AJ or email: jackie@aldenham.com

STAnDing orDEr AUTHoriTY 
 Old Aldenhamian Society Voluntary Membership Subscription

Name House & dates at Aldenham

Address

Post Code

Telephone

I will be attending the AGM / Supper / and will bring                guests to the Supper.

Email

Please indicate any special dietary requirements

Booking Form

Name

House & dates at Aldenham

Address

Post Code

Telephone (home)

Email

I will arrive for the drinks reception and pre-dinner talk in the Library Yes/No

Please return this slip to Ian Luetchford, C/O Development & OA Office, Aldenham School, Elstree, Herts WD6 3AJ by Monday 4th November 2013. 

Enquiries to Jackie Wilkie Email: jackie@aldenham.com Tel: 01923 851 614 

Telephone (work)

Telephone (mobile)

I would also like to bring a guest, his / her name is 

I would like               ticket(s) at £39   I would like               ticket(s) at £27.50 (age under 30 yrs)

Cheque enclosed for £                      made payable to “Old Aldenhamian Society”. 

Please indicate any special dietary requirements

Name

Address

Post Code

Telephone

Email

I would like to make a Voluntary Membership Subscription to the Old Aldenhamian Society of £                      each year

Start date          Until           /further notice 

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)

Bank/ Building Society details

Bank/ Building Society address

Post Code

Sort CodeAccount no.

Please return the completed form to: Richard Peart, Treasurer,  
Old Aldenhamian Society, c/o Old Aldenhamian Office, Aldenham School, 
Elstree, Herts WD6 3AJ

for oa office & Bank use only

Bank please quote as Ref Date

Please Pay
Name: Old Aldenhamian Society
Bank: NatWest plc

Account no.

Sort Code

Please debit my / our account accordingly.

 Signature

for oa office use only



✁
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Why I went to Aldenham
David Wingate Stuart Hayes (SH1963-68)  
sent the following:

‘My uncle, Group Captain Ken 
Langley Charney, DSO, DFC 
and Bar, (P1934-36), was the 

main reason I ended up at Aldenham.  

I have now collected from my stepmother 

(Ken’s sister) various newspaper cuttings 

and a couple of books (with photographs) 

in which he is featured which make 

quite interesting reading.

 Ken was a spitfire pilot in WW2 and 

highly decorated. He was also 

responsible for starting the Battle of the 

“Falaise Gap” which was the Germans’ 

attempt to escape from Falaise to the 

Seine in huge numbers in 1944.

The Evening Standard on 20 August 1944 

reported that, at 14.07 hours on the 

previous day, Squadron Leader Charney 

sent a message, “Send out the whole 

airforce” though I happen to know from 

speaking to Ken years ago that the 

message was actually rather more 

colourful than that! In the end the Air 

Force, supported by American Air Force 

planes, destroyed over 2,000 German 

tanks and armoured vehicles over a 

period of 9 hours air assault.

Ken was a very interesting man and I 

am not sure that his WW2 achievements 

were ever known to the School.’ 

Welsh National Opera
Since his wedding to Louise in July 2013, Laurence Cole 
(B1985-90) has emailed, 

‘I’ve been singing opera 

professionally since graduating 

from the Birmingham 

Conservatoire in 2003 and working  

for Welsh National Opera since 2008.  

I sing full-time in the chorus and have 

taken on a few decent roles, including  

Sarastro in The Magic Flute, Kuligin  

in Katya Kabanova and the Badger in 

Cunning Little Vixen. 

I have very happy memories of 

Aldenham’s excellent music department 

back in the 1980’s and am still in touch 

with my contemporary, Jamie Langley 
(B1985-90), who lives near me and  

runs a very successful Lettings business 

in Wales.’

Marriage

Mike Frey (SHE1973-76)  
married Joanne Godwin on  

22 September 2012. It’s his first 

marriage and her second. 

Did you know?

The Maxwell Watson Prize awarded 
annually for some aspect of stage 
craft was donated by Colvin Maxwell 
Watson (Max) (SH 1959-64). After 
Aldenham, Max read French and 
German at Christ’s College, Cambridge. 
Having started his career in the  
Bank of England, he was a Deputy 
Director of the IMF; an advisor on 
economic and financial affairs at the 
European Commission in Brussels,  
and a director of the Central Bank  
of Ireland. He is now a Fellow of 
Wolfson College, Oxford.
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Martineau’s 
House

This September Martineau’s House was 20 years old. At the 
time it was an innovation not immediately welcomed by 
some of the more established members of the School 
community, but one which quickly made its mark. It was not 
that long before plans were made to bridge the gap between 
the Nursery School and Martineau’s leading to the Aldenham 
structure as it is today.

We have gathered memories of 

Martineau’s from past and 

present pupils and staff.

Mick Jonas (CR1993-96) was 

appointed from outside Aldenham to be 

the first Housemaster of Martineau’s. He 

was involved from the beginning in 

setting up structures and routines. He 

remembers that “It was a race against 

time to have the fabric ready by the 

beginning of September 1993 to 

welcome the first intake. We just made 

it!” Eleven-year-old boys came as quite a 

shock to some of the staff whose 

teaching methods were more suited to 

older pupils. There was also a need for 

playground supervision, which 

previously had not been a problem. 

There were also other unforeseen 

problems – some parents assumed that 

once their sons were at Aldenham they 

would automatically graduate to the 

senior school, so there were some 

awkward discussions when the standard 

of work of some boys meant they would 

be better suited at different schools. 

Mick enjoyed “excellent support from 

House Tutors and particularly Geoffrey 
Barker (CR1965-99) who provided a 

strong link between the old and new”

One of the initial intake of 23 was 

Sunil Pankhania (Ma1993-95 & 
SH1995-2000). He remembers the 

close-knit feel of the House which 

immediately made the boys feel part of 

the Aldenham community. At the time 

Martineau’s House was down near 

Wilson House at the edge of the School 

grounds, so the boys got a lot of exercise 

walking up to first lunch or to some of 

their lessons. In the early years Sunil 

remembers that the boys were not in 

full School uniform – just a grey jumper 

over a shirt and School tie. They were 

encouraged to polish their shoes, keep 

their shirts tucked in and to tie their ties 

neatly – all good practice for the main 

School. Although it was a long day for 

eleven-year- olds, Sunil says they all 

enjoyed themselves and experienced 

many new activities.

When Mick Jonas left Aldenham in 

1996 one of the tutors, Martin Langston 
(CR1994-2004), was appointed 

Housemaster. Martin instigated several 

new ideas. The House had expanded to 

four forms of approximately 24 pupils 

and it was now divided into four houses: 

Beck, Griffin, Mason and Neale (the 

surnames of former headmasters) to 

instill a sense of belonging and identity 

among the pupils, and to make it easier 

to have in-House competitions. Martin 

organised an induction activity weekend 

in the Peak District at the start of each 

autumn term so that staff and new 

pupils could get to know one another. 

He also introduced a weekend of 

outdoor pursuits in Devon for the 

second formers in the summer to give 

them a good send-off as they were 

leaving Martineau’s. 

Joanna Law (CR1996-2004) who was 

Deputy Housemaster during Martin 

Langston’s tenure remembers that 

“House competitions began to flourish 

as the competitive nature of 11-13 year 

old boys really took off. Aside from the 

sporting competition there was 

emphasis on achieving Golds for good 

work and good behaviour and tutors 

checked work diaries on a weekly basis 

with individual and group prizes being 

fiercely contested. House ties were 

introduced and awarded to boys who 

had shown themselves to maintain high 

standards in all areas.” Another of her 

abiding memories is that, “The daily 

routine in Martineau’s was busy and 

boys participated in a range of activities, 

supervised by tutors and gap students. 

Whilst the majority of their lessons were 

taught in the main School, the House’s 

location in what is now the Prep School 

meant the Martineau’s boys had their 

own space to return to at break, 

lunchtime and after School, and this 

was used all the time.”

Martin Langston and Joanna Law 

both left in 2004 which coincided with 

the opening of the Prep School, and the 

mrs Jack martineau with michael Jonas 

(Cr1993-96) – ist housemaster of 

martineau’s
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removal of Martineau’s to the 

refurbished Near and Far block. Louise 

Gall became Housemistress at the time, 

and the 2004 intake included nine girls. 

At this time there were 88 pupils, still in 

four houses. Martineau’s continued to 

grow and in 2007 moved premises again, 

this time to the ground floor of 

Kennedy’s across the road from the 

main school site. This gave 

accommodation for the first boarders in 

years 7 and 8. At the moment Louise 
Gall (CR2004 -present) presides over 125 

pupils, 31 of whom are girls. There are 

now six houses – Elliott and Swayne 

having been added. The House has a 

Head Girl and Boy as well as Captains 

and Vice-captains of the houses.

Martineau’s continues to flourish, 

and the last word should go to the Head 

Girl 2013, Shelina Devendarajah 
(P2011-Present). “I’m currently Head 

Girl of Martineau’s and very privileged 

to be. As a house I think Martineau’s is 

amazing because it’s so calm and chilled 

out! That is honestly the best way to 

describe Martineau’s. It’s the biggest 

house in the whole school and I 

personally think the best.

Each of the six houses has its own tutor 

who is the person you can talk to about 

anything; your tutor will always help 

you out. It’s no problem to find friends 

in Martineau’s, who will stay friends 

when you get older and move into senior 

houses. Unfortunately I’ll be leaving 

Martineau’s this year and I will miss it 

an awful lot, but I will always remember 

that Martineau’s is the best!”

We wish Martineau’s all the best for 

the next 20 years and beyond.

l to r: John Wells, (Chairman of Governors 2000-2007), richard martineau (son of Jack) with 

richard harman, headmaster 2000–2006, Louise Gall (Cr2004-Present), 3rd housemistress 

of martineau’s. 
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Re: Obituaries and tributes Page 42 of OA Review issue no. 40.

Dear Editor

Thank you very much for the 

current (No. 40) edition of the OA 

Review and I congratulate you and your 

team on its splendid format.

I was particularly interested (and 

saddened) to read of the death of John 
Whitehead (SH1954-58) whom I knew 

well back in the 1970’s and particularly 

1974 for we were both umpiring at  

the European Nations Hockey Cup in 

Madrid. I was the Wales umpire on  

that occasion. In all, I umpired 16 

international matches from 1970-76.

I was much involved with the Welsh 

Hockey Association and was their Hon. 

Secretary 1974-80 and President 

1985-86. It was in this connection that  

I met Patrick Rowley (B1947-50)  

on various occasions (we having been  

in Beevor’s House at roughly the  

same time).

How amazing that, on the same page, 

the tributes to Donald Newton (CR1962-
91) whom I met at several Home 

Countries Schoolboys’ Tournaments 

when he was looking after the English 

team – I found him a real gentleman.

And then, a few pages further on, 

mention of Mrs Freda Nimmo (Matron  
B1951-55), our Matron at Beevor’s and of 

Geoffrey Bolt (CR1947-65), our House 

Tutor, he of the Oxford boys and major 

expertise at Fives.

My own career was that of a County 

Auctioneer, having qualified in my home 

city of Salisbury. I moved to mid Wales 

in 1957 and stayed there, being involved 

in Tavistock Markets and agency, 

arbitration worth and antique sales and 

valuations – very enjoyable and fulfilling.

I was honoured to be appointed High 

Sheriff of the County of Powys (1995/6) 

and also a Deputy Lieutenant of that 

county. I served as a local magistrate for 

36 years; was a trustee of the Severn 

Hospice in Shrewsbury for 10 years and 

was much involved in the Order of St. 

John. I was appointed MBE in 2004 for 

services to the community.

In 1979 I married my wife Elaine who 

has steered me through all of this with 

panache and enthusiasm. We now enjoy 

a quiet retirement in this delightful part 

of the country.

Double 
celebration 
in Tenerife
Marcus Blake (P1951-56) and 
his wife flew to Tenerife in 
January to celebrate their 
Golden Wedding and stayed 
at the same hotel where 
they had spent their 
honeymoon. 

Living ten minutes’ walk from the 

hotel and celebrating his 75th 

birthday was Tom Jackson 
(P1951-56). They were exact 

contemporaries, but with very different 

life stories.

As a suitable gift for an OA, Marcus 

presented Tom with a copy of Aldenham 

School A Foundation for Success, as shown 

in the photograph.

A letter from Peter English (B1949-52) 

Did you know?

In the Spring of 1962, the Wallace-
Hadrill family was living in caravans 
behind the sanatorium. Most evenings 
Dr Wallace-Hadrill would walk up to 
see how the building of the new 
boarding house (Kennedy’s) was 
coming along. One evening, he 
discovered that part of the front of the 
building was ablaze. It appeared that 
some sawdust and wood had caught 
fire due to some faulty machinery. He 
called the fire brigade and meanwhile 
the School fire squad rallied and 
managed to bring the fire under 
control. Without Dr Wallace-Hadrill’s 
evening walk, Kennedy’s House might 
well have been burnt down before it 
was completed.
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A letter 
from Israel
Extracts from an email  
to James Fowler from  
Ben Julius (L2001-08).

‘I moved to Tel Aviv last year after I 

finished at LSE. I founded a website 

called www.touristisrael.com a few 

years ago and it has grown pretty big, 

and is now the largest website for 

independent tourism in Israel. I’m also 

working on some other interesting 

projects mostly relating to online 

marketing for some really innovative 

tourism companies here. It’s great to 

have 30 degree heat in March, and to 

have a ‘job’ that doesn’t feel like a job 

- because it’s challenging, yet relaxed 

and I’m always going to interesting 

places and meeting interesting people. 

For me, that beats travelling by tube to 

an office under any circumstances!

One of my big ambitions it to bring 

educational trips to Israel - every time 

I’m visiting somewhere new I realise 

that the potential is huge. There have 

been a few British schools that have 

come, but it still hasn’t become a big 

destination (although I feel that it is on 

the cusp of becoming a major tourism 

destination in general). Maybe 

Aldenham wants to be a pioneer?

How are things going at Aldenham?  

I saw the magazine and the new Sixth 

Form Centre - looks great.’

Letter from Australia
In last year’s Issue 40 of the OA Review, we featured a short 
article on MV Glenartney which prompted a letter from 
Christopher Chatto St. George Sproule (M1944-48) in Gibson, 
Western Australia.

‘At School, we were never told where 

MV Glenartney was, where she had 

been or where she was going 

(careless talk costs lives). However, at one 

stage, she was berthed in the Port of London 

and a number of boys went down to be 

shown over the ship. I was one of them. 

I remember the visit quite well. 

Though it was during the war, before 

lunch, we were all presented with a 

drink made from real oranges and a 

large plate of goodies – smoked oysters 

and sausage rolls filled with real sausage 

meat. We all attacked the fare like a 

pack of ravenous wolves that had not 

eaten for over ten days. Lunch was then 

announced comprising an excellent three 

course meal. There was no food rationing 

on merchant ships and as far as I was 

concerned, the crew deserved everything 

they could get. Being used as target 

practice for U-boats was not a lot of fun.

As far as I know, MV Glenartney 

survived the war. There may be some 

other OAs who went on that excursion 

and who may have a better memory of 

the event.’   

Austin 1100 
‘booked in’  
at the 
Library
Having been a family law 
solicitor in Exeter since 1973, 
Paul Mason Willoughby 
(SH1961-66) retired in 2010 
and clearly enjoys retirement. 

‘I have 3 daughters aged 39, 35 and 

31 and three grandchildren. I’m  

a keen gardener, golfer and cliff 

path walker. I make and drink my own 

home made wine (which is sometimes 

revolting) and it doesn’t seem to have 

had any adverse effects - so far.

William Nicholas (Nick) Mullings 
(SHE1960-65), Nick Prall (SHE1961-65) 
and I were responsible for putting our 

House Tutor’s Jack Waddell (SHO1954-
85) car, an Austin 1100, in the library at 

dead of night, and  a bath up a tree by 

the 1st Eleven cricket pitch. We had 

photos of the bath, signed by the 

miscreants (Jack Temple (M1961-64) 
and Ted Corp (SHE1961-65), but I have 

lost mine. If any of the miscreants have 

them I would love to have a copy.  

I lost my house prefect’s tie through  

the bath incident. 

Both escapades were ruined by Chief 

Petty Officer Williams otherwise known 

as ‘Chief’, who had the car removed, and 

the bath taken down before most of the 

School realised what had happened. 

What a shame after all the effort! 

The Headmaster at the time was  

Paul Griffin (1962-74) and I have fond 

memories of him.’

OA to Oz
Chris Upton (M1944-48) emailed 

saying he was delighted to 

receive a letter from Brian 
Parsons (M1944-49), a School chum. 

‘After Brian went to Australia, we lost 

contact and the OA Review helped to 

reunite us. We have a long way to catch 

up and I was delighted to receive the  

OA Review.’
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deathS house and dates at the School died

D S Alexander SHO1945-48 18 June 2012

G Allman SHE1949-53 30 December 2012

E G Anderton M1908-10 7 April 1955

M Atkins CR1949-53 27 March 2013

J E Attfield B1933-36 24 December 2012

D Bainbridge SH1901-06 30 January 1947

J V Bates SHO1949-52 20 April 2013

J A Bauer SH1912-17 13 November 1968

D J Billingham Staff 1989-94 9 May 2013

A J Bolt M1976-81 8 April 2012

J A Bolt M1938-40 3 August 2013

R A Bradford SH1923-24 20 January 1958

Lord A R Campbell P1930-34 30 June 2013

L P Candler SH1918-21 11 December 1983

M Carr P1919-20 16 March 1933

N R Charrington K1966-71 18 October 2012

W M Compton SH1925-27 October 2004

S A Cox B1972-76 22 January 2013

R M Craig SHO1940-43 23 April 2013

E I Dallinger P1913-16 27 September 1963

N E Davies P1918-22 c1987

I P Denbigh P1926-27 11 September 1986

P J Drewry SHE1935-38 10 May 2013

J B Dudin M1937-40 20 July 2012

R Dunham B1942-46 28 July 2012

E H Eden SH1917-18 July 1984

C A England M1908-11 4 August 1960

R H Evers P1911-17 8 October 1946

J A Fielder SHE1937-42 25th May 2013

E G D Frost P1915-18 1962

A S Gallimore SH1911-16 December 1946

J M Geddes B1933-36 8 December 2012

J J Goodwin B1947-50 6 April 2013

A W Griffith SH1908-12 1960

E H Gurney SH1905-09 12 December 1955

R R W Hackett B1936-40 26 February 2013

K W Hall B1938-40 12 December 2011

E B Harding B1909-10 4 March 1956

H R Harding SH1912-13 1981

M R Hare B1986-88 2012

M Hargreaves SHE1947-52 15 March 2013

C A Harrison SH1905-07 12 March 1931

J Hawkins Catering Mngr. 1973-94 15 April 2013

B P Hayman SHO1940-44 14 March 2013

R C Hedger SH1914-16 1964

E G Henderson M1913-14 29 July 1959

M W Higson M1962-64 1995

A N Hillyard M1945-49 14 April 2013

J Hipwell M1920-23 5 May 1959

M W Hook B1960-64 9 April 2013

L R Hoole SH1909-12 1981

R L Hope M1934-37 8 May 2012

G M Inman P1907-09 27 September 1954
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deathS house and dates at the School died

C R Jones SH1912-15 29 August 1965

T Kerr M1930-31 30 April 1940

C A R Lankester M1938-41 2 November 2012

P M Lapsley P1957-61 3 August 2013

J Law (née Rooke) Matron 1949-53 27 January 2013

H A Lewis B1929-30 27 June 1990

E T Light SH1917-19 1978

B M Lyne B1944-49 24 June 2013

G H S Mackenzie P1907-09 17 March 1963

J F Maggs SHO1939-44 25 March 2013

J J Marchant P1934-37 19 January 2013

P J R Marsh M1958-60 17 February 2013

H E Milton M1914-16 1965

E N Morgan B1920-23 9 December 1960

R E Newman M1912-15 7 July 1956

J F Philpott P1919-22 1 July 1941

W J Plaskitt SH1911-1915 1956

H N Powell P1909-13 3 May 1927

C S Price SH1922-26 21 February 1962

P J Richards SHE1941-44 13 September 2012

J E L Roberts SHE1943-47 September 2010

D T E Roberts B1937-40 20 May 2013

H A Rogers SH1908-12 29 August 1950

W H Roper M1904-07 19 April 1952

D D E Row SH1905 29 July 1965

S J Saunders B1913-16 9 June 1955

E B Schute SH1909-12 1977

I M Scoggins SHE1950-54 3 November 2012

J S Scott SH1928-31 19 September 2012

H J M Searle SHO1938-43 30 January 2013

B G Sherry M1900-02 15 March 1955

P D Smallman SH1927-30 28 August 2012

R G Southerst M1948-52 30 April 2013

A G Stenning B1909-13 1971

F L Sykes SH1930-33 11 January 1960

J M Threshie SHO1943-46 5 March 2013

W Topliss-Green P1939-42 2 June 2013

A G Vivian SH1908-14 1955

D G Walker B1913-15 7 May 1954

D F Walters P1943-47 15 January 2013

A L Waugh SH1930-32 1 February 2013

M G T Webster Governor Chairman 1977-84 26 October 2012

S V White M1907-10 15 March 1952

W E Wightman CR1952-57 6 March 2013

J D N Wilson B1959-64 11 March 2012

E O Winckley SH1921-24 12 July 1982

J C Wood SH1908-10 23 December 1963

P W Wright B1938-42 16 February 2013

Corrections to last Addition. Should read

K M Horwood SH1921-23 February 1996
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Lord Campbell of Alloway
Barrister who began his career defending fellow prisoners  
on trial, often for their lives, at Colditz.

The following extracts appeared  

in The Daily Telegraph  

on 5 July 2013:

‘Lord Campbell of Alloway, who has 

died aged 96, began a distinguished legal 

career in Colditz, defending British 

officers facing Wehrmacht courts 

martial for attempting to escape or 

‘baiting’ their guards.

Called to the Bar just before the war, 

Lt Alan ‘Black’ Campbell was in constant 

demand as inmates tested their captors 

to the limit; Peter Tunstall, most 

persistent of the ‘goon-baiters’, was 

court-martialled five times. To 

Campbell’s relief- and that of the 

defendants- the Wehrmacht conducted 

the proceedings in Leipzig punctiliously.

At Tunstall’s third court martial, for 

disrupting a German inspection by 

throwing a water-bomb from an upper 

window, Campbell got him off with a 

month in solitary. At the fourth, on the 

more serious charge of jabbing a guard 

with his finger when refused a bath, he 

secured an acquittal.

Campbell handled most of the cases 

involving inmates in British uniform, 

going over their stories with them 

meticulously in one of the castle’s 

dormitories. The most serious, in August 

1944, involved 13 Czechs who had 

enlisted with the RAF and were charged 

with taking up arms for the enemy. The 

trial, before Germany’s highest tribunal, 

never took place as the war neared its 

end, but three other RAF Czechs were 

executed.

Following the war, Campbell the 

barrister achieved political prominence 

because of Edward Heath’s Industrial 

Relations Act. He featured in a number 

of high-profile cases before the 

Industrial Relations Court, before the 

unions began ignoring the judgments it 

handed down.

Created a life peer by Margaret 

Thatcher in 1981, Campbell spoke with 

authority in the Lords as her 

government finally passed reforms that 

stuck; his contributions were always 

measured, as when he warned that 

banning strikes in essential services 

would only work if arbitration were 

mandatory.

Alan Robertson Campbell (P1930-34) 
was born on 24 May 1917, the son of 

John Kenneth Campbell (B1901-05), and 

educated at Aldenham, the Ecole des 

Sciences Politique in Paris and Trinity 

Hall, Cambridge. He was called to the 

Bar at the Inner Temple in 1939, 

becoming a bencher in 1972.

Commissioned into the Royal 

Artillery, he joined the British 

Expeditionary Force. Captured in May 

1940 as it fell back on Dunkirk, he 

proved a thorn in the Germans’ side in a 

series of camps before arriving in 

Colditz in June 1941.

After the castle was liberated, 

Campbell practised on the Western 

Circuit, taking Silk in 1965. He appeared 

in high-profile child custody and abuse 

cases, and represented defendants in an 

“Angry Brigade” bomb trial and the 

fraud trial resulting from the collapse of 

Rolls Razor. But increasingly he 

specialised in employment and trade 

unions law.

In 1976 Campbell was appointed a 

Recorder, a post he held until 1989. He 

continued to take briefs, appearing for 

Private Eye when it was accused of 

libelling Cecil Parkinson. He also 

chaired, in 1976, a Society of 

Conservative Lawyers group that 

advocated incorporating the European 

Convention of Human Rights into UK 

Law and setting up an Administrative 

Court to protect the citizen.

From 1998 to 2004 he was President 

of the Colditz Association. At various 

times he was Vice-President of the 

Association de Juristes Franco-

Britanniques, patron of the Inns of Court 

School of Law Conservatives, and a 

member of the British Council’s law 

advisory committee of the UK 

Association for European Law. 

 Alan Campbell was thrice married: 

first, in 1947, to Diana Watson-Smyth 

(they divorced in 1953); secondly, in 

1957, to Vivien de Kantzow, who died in 

2010; and thirdly, in 2011, to Dorothea 

Berwick, daughter of Col Edward and 

Lady Elizabeth Berwick. She survives 

him with a daughter of his first 

marriage.’ 

Lord Campbell of alloway (far right)
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We are indebted to Colin 
Hayfield (School Governor 
2004-13) for the following:

‘In 1994 Ben Hanbury became 

chairman of the newly set up Livery 

Committee of the Brewers’ Company 

which was responsible for a major 

expansion of the membership to include 

brewers throughout the UK and not just 

from London. He was also a member of 

the Brewers’ Company Investment 

Committee from 1993 until 2012. 

 Ben Hanbury was appointed a 

representative Governor of Aldenham 

School in 1976. He served as Chairman 

from July 1984 to June 1990 when he 

retired from the Governing Body. He also 

chaired the House and Finance 

Committee of the Governing Body from 

November 1977 until he took over from 

Michael Webster as Chairman of the 

Governors in June 1984. 

 It was following his suggestion in 

1984 that the Aldenham School Beer 

Ceremony at Brewers’ Hall was started. 

From the information at Brewers’Hall, 

we are unable to confirm whether or not 

he was a direct descendant of the 

Reverend Nicholas Charrington 
(K1966-71). 

The descent from John Charrington 

(1739 -1815), who in 1766 took a share in 

the business that became Charrington & 

Co (and finally Bass Charrington), to Ben 

Hanbury is as follows:

 Reverend Nicholas Charrington, 

Vicar of Aldenham (1697-1773);  

John Charrington (1739-1815);  

Nicholas Charrington (1771-1827); 

Edward Charrington (1811-1888);  

Arthur F Charrington (1850-1922); 

Lettice Charrington (1906-1980); CL 

Hanbury 1932; Benjamin John Hanbury 

(1934-2012); Lucinda Hanbury 1963, 

James Anthony Christopher Hanbury 

1964.

 Born 19 January 1934 and educated 

at Eton, the son of Christopher Lionel 

Hanbury and Lettice Mary Charrington, 

Ben Hanbury married Verena Elizabeth 

Anne Kimmins, daughter of the film 

producer Anthony Kimmins and Dame 

Grace Kimmins (1870-1954).

 Lord Burnham, whose family home 

is Hall Barn, Beaconsfield, where Ben 

was a regular gun at the Hall Barn 

shoots, gave the following address at his 

Memorial Service held at the Guards 

Chapel, Wellington Barracks:

‘Ben had an extraordinarily varied 

life with his family at the centre along 

with his love of the countryside and all 

things sporting. 

Being the eldest had its advantages 

for Ben, with David and Juliet forming 

his earliest hunting parties flushing 

squirrels to his side of the tree from 

where he could ambush them. He was a 

keen beagler at Eton, which would have 

brought him to Hall Barn for the first 

time as it often hosted the Eton Beagles 

and where he would subsequently do 

much of his shooting.

Early holidays started from Burnham 

station taking the train to Scotland to 

Uncle John Charrington’s estate, along 

with others on the west coast of 

Scotland. In those days holidays were a 

proper length of around three weeks 

and, of the three main pastimes of 

stalking, shooting & fishing, stalking 

became a particular favourite.

Meticulous in his game records, 

something he had inherited from his 

father Colonel Christopher Hanbury, Ben 

would record each success and failure. It 

is poignant that he stopped stalking on 

exactly the same number of stags as his 

father with each notch recorded on his 

trusty stalking stick. These records, so 

carefully kept, showed that he had his 

first stag and grouse aged 14, pheasant 

at 16 and cuckoo at 22. 

Having met Verena, and now with a new 

bride in his life, the sporting balance 

shifted as the single man’s sporting 

holidays became a thing of the past. In 

Ben’s eyes that meant Verena passing 

Ben Hanbury
Ben Hanbury (School Governor) joined the Brewers’ Company 
and the Court on 9 January 1969 as a representative of 
Charrington and Company Ltd. He was appointed Master  
on 9 July 1978 and served on the Court until 1994.

the Scottish test by enjoying the trip 

north and taking a lodge with friends 

and then the family. Indeed Verena not 

only learnt to fish but quickly surpassed 

Ben and this gave him the opportunity 

to concentrate more on stalking and 

shooting.

He was a family man and many 

wonderful holidays were spent in 

Scotland with Verena, James, Lucinda, 

Simon, Tim and Marcus. His favourite 

picture, hanging in his office, was of the 

children with their first stag and there 

will be many sitting here today who 

could thank Ben for a similar 

experience.

The countryside mattered 

enormously to him and he wanted 

people to be able to share that. Nothing 

gave him more pleasure than 

introducing his family and friends to 

country sports and above all his 

grandchildren with so many of them 

here today.

One of his proudest moments that I 

saw was when, for the first time since 

the death of his father, there were three 

generations of Hanbury in the shooting 

line. Jack was old enough to have a go 

and, despite his best efforts to brush it 

off, there was definitely a watery eye out 

of sheer pleasure. Since then, both 

Simon and Tim’s children have been 

regulars, starting with beating and I’m 

sure more to follow. This is where my 

path was fortunate to cross with Ben’s.

Our families lived close by, with Ben’s 

parents living at Juniper Hill and my own 

at Beaconsfield. At the start of the Second 

World War my uncle, Bill Burnham, 

entered the Bucks yeomanry. Colonel 

Christopher was the senior but after the 

war they became firm friends and, 

following the death of my grandfather, 

Bill resurrected the Hall Barn shoot with 

Christopher as a founder member.

It had been one of the great 

Edwardian shoots but with the 

encroachment of suburbia, the estate 



Obituaries and tributes44

Joe Balson (K1999-2006) returned to 

Aldenham on Tuesday 25th June to 

present a trophy in memory of a 

school friend, Humair Rahimtula 
(K2003-05) who died in August 2012 at 

the age of 25. 

The trophy will be awarded annually 

to the top football goal scorer, as Humair 

was a keen footballer and went on to 

play professionally in India. The first 

recipient of the award is Oran Swales 
(R2012-Present), who scored 25 goals 

last season. Congratulations to him and 

thank you to Joe for organising the 

donation to which other OAs who knew 

Humair had contributed.

New Trophy  
in Memory of 
an OA 

Louise Pile emailed to let us know 

that her grandfather, Gordon 

Williams, had passed away four 

years ago at the grand age of 94. Known 

to all as ‘Chief’, Chief Petty Officer 

Williams worked at Aldenham from 1955 

Chief Petty Officer  
Gordon Williams

had shrunk and it became an oasis of 

commuter belt. Ben had a passion for 

shooting and he loved Hall Barn. He 

became its greatest supporter, organising 

the end of season dinner in Boodles.

On Thursdays he would shoot locally 

with the wonderfully named Bangers 

and Boozers and I’m sure many of them 

are here today. But the highlight of the 

shooting year was when he took a whole 

day for the family, normally just before 

Christmas so that car loads of presents 

could be swapped.

As well as the more regular shots in the 

family, Marcus and even Lucinda would 

have a go. Verena put to shame my 

rather meagre 11’s with a veritable feast 

despite lunch only being an hour or two 

away. This was the perfect opportunity 

for the shooting line to sport the 

Hanbury tweed, carefully designed by 

Ben and I understand there is still plenty 

left of the bolt.

Ben was able to shoot all of last 

season and took the decision to hand 

over the reins for the Hanbury day to 

the next generation. I’m delighted to say 

that will be taking place in a few weeks’ 

time. Whether he had a premonition of 

things to come, he became ill shortly 

afterwards which was so out of 

character for someone who had always 

been so fit and active.

Right up to the end he was thinking 

of others, saying to James the night 

before he slipped away to let me know 

that he probably wouldn’t be able to 

make it after all this season. Quite 

remarkable and something I was very 

touched by.

So, whilst Ben may not be here in 

person, the spirit and standards which 

he engendered will continue, 

particularly whilst so many of all the 

generations are able to follow in his 

footsteps.’

until 1977 and was the School’s first Porter. 

Gordon and his wife lived in The Lodge 

by the main entrance to the School. 

The photograph showing ‘Chief’ in the 

School Library was taken during a visit 

to the School on 11th September 2006.
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‘Former consultant anaesthetist 

St Bartholomew’s Hospital, 

London, St Andrew’s Hospital, 

Dollis Hill, and HM Prison Wormwood 

Scrubs Ian McArthur Jackson was born 

in 1921 and qualified at St Bartholomew’s 

in 1946.

Ian’s student days at St Bartholomew’s 

Hospital were interrupted in the last few 

weeks of the Second World War by the 

sudden relief of Belsen concentration 

camp in Germany. There was a call for 

immediate help to care for the 

thousands of starving patients ill with 

typhus, typhoid, and tuberculosis. Ian 

Jackson volunteered with other medical 

students from St Barts and London 

teaching hospitals. The sickness of the 

inmates and piles of bodies showed the 

extent of Nazi barbarism and left Ian 

with disturbing memories of this event, 

although this was eased by a visit in 

later life when he met former inmates.

Ian Jackson enjoyed neurosurgery. He 

worked with neurosurgeon JEA 

O’Connell to develop the Barts 

neurosurgical department after the war, 

first at Hill End Hospital near St Albans 

and then, when the new building was 

completed, at the Smithfield site of St 

Bartholomew’s Hospital. He was a great 

teacher and encouraged all who trained 

with him. With RIW Ballantine he 

co-authored A practice of general 

Ian McArthur Jackson, MRCS, DA Eng., 
FFARCS (Eng.) 
Michael Ian Jackson (SHE1964-68) sent the following 
obituary for his father, Ian McArthur Jackson (SHE1936-39), 
which was published in the BMJ on 18 July 2012 and was 
written by John Currie, a neurosurgeon colleague of Ian. 

anaesthesia for neurosurgery.

Work within the unit was demanding 

but interesting, particularly the three 

pairs of craniopagus twins, all of whom 

were separated. This surgery required 

great skill, particularly from the 

anaesthetist. Not only was each case 

unique, but many tests requiring 

anaesthetics, were needed, in addition to 

long procedures during the eventual 

separations. 

Ian Jackson died peacefully on 15 

March 2012 and leaves Cynthia, herself 

a Bart’s nurse whom he met in the 

operating theatres; three children; nine 

grandchildren; and eight great 

grandchildren.’

Timothy John Bruce Harington (Tim) Stranack 
(SHE1952-56) 

Some twenty OAs made up a  

strong representation from the OA 

Golfing Society joining the large 

congregation for Tim’s Memorial Service 

held at St. Mary Abbots Church, 

Kensington on 8th November 2012. 

Tim will be remembered by his fellow 

OA golfers as a man of tremendous 

enthusiasm, good cheer and fun. With 

great wit and intellect, he was a keen 

participator in the various meetings and 

matches, as well as a significant 

contributor to the Society, Captain in 

2008, and in recent years taking on the 

arduous task of organising meticulously 

the annual autumn overseas golf tour. 

He will be sorely missed by his fellow 

members of the Society. 

Although at times a ‘larger than life’ 

character, he was generally of modest 

demeanour and it was only from the 

enlightening eulogy given at his 

Memorial Service that many of us 

learned of his career achievements and 

the enormous esteem in which he was 

held by others in the legal profession, as 

well as his many friends. 

After graduating from Southampton 

University reading law, he did his 

Articles at Slaughter and May, where  

he excelled and indeed, in his Law 

Finals, achieved special mention at the 

top of The Times results’ list when he 

came first. In fact, his family thought 

that he had failed as they couldn’t  

see his name in the list of successful 

candidates further down the page! 

Subsequently he became a partner  

in Baileys Shaw & Gillett, which later 

was absorbed into Speechley Bircham. 

After retirement he continued in the 

legal profession as a sole practitioner, 

working from home in Notting Hill, 

which he could combine with  

the various charitable works he  

enjoyed undertaking. 

He was a cultured man with great 

interest in the arts and music and, as 

the OAGS can vouch for, had a penchant 

for good living, enjoying gastronomic 

delights and fine wine. He was a devoted 

family man, married to Ann for over 48 

years, and already starting to plan a 

great party for their Golden Wedding 

Anniversary – a life so sadly cut short by 

his sudden and tragic illness. 

We will all remember Tim as a 

modest but accomplished man who had 

an equal measure of knowledge and 

enthusiasm for fine dining and great 

wines. He could also hit a golf ball 

further than anyone in the OAGS. We 

will miss him dreadfully so we sign off 

as he would have done. 

Pip, pip! 

A Tribute by Clive Simeons (SHE1952-56).
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Extracts from the obituary which 

appeared in The Daily Telegraph, 4 

March 2013:

‘In the early hours of July 9 1944, 

Marchant’s team, code-named “Felix”, 

was parachuted into Brittany, near 

Jugon, west of Dinan. Marchant’s field 

name was “Somerset” and he was 

accompanied by Capt Jean Souquet from 

France and Sgt Peter Colvin, the radio 

operator. 

Their objective was to link up with 

teams already operating in their area 

and coordinate the various Resistance 

groups in what were largely small-scale 

guerrilla operations to harass the 

German units. This included selecting 

dropping zones and organising the 

delivery of arms, ammunition and 

money. 

The team carried pistols and always 

wore uniform when they moved by day. 

The nights were spent in farms. Girls 

mounted on bicycles were used as 

couriers because of the problems 

encountered at checkpoints. 

By the beginning of August, they had 

more than 30 companies comprising 

some 3,000 armed Résistants under 

their leadership. Operations included 

the capture intact of a radio station at 

Caulnes and a large food dump at 

Dinan, raiding convoys and derailing an 

ammunition train. 

They attacked a column of 600 

German parachutists in the Collinée 

area. The advance of the enemy column 

was stopped for six hours at the village 

of Merdrignac and six hostages were 

shot in retaliation. The same column 

was attacked at Moncontour, where a 

further 13 hostages were shot. The 

remaining Germans were hunted down 

by the resistance groups. 

Twelve companies were moved to 

Cap Fréhel to prevent the Germans 

obtaining food in the local villages. After 

capturing two 76mm guns, they shelled 

the garrison there and, with the help of 

the Americans, forced them to surrender. 

The team returned to England on 

August 23. In their mission report they 

stated that the results obtained were 

remarkable in view of the inadequacy of 

instruction given to the Resistance 

groups in the use of the weapons and in 

fighting in units, and the lack of suitable 

footwear and clothing. 

John Jenner Marchant (P1934-37) was 

born in London on January 24 1920 and 

educated at Aldenham School, where he 

was the boxing champion. In April 1940 

he was commissioned into the Wiltshire 

Regiment and spent the early part of the 

war on Salisbury Plain instructing new 

recruits in the art of trench warfare. 

In October 1943 he joined SOE as an 

instructor at Milton Hall, near 

Peterborough. Volunteers underwent 

John Jenner Marchant 
Secret agent decorated for his role in guerrilla missions in 
occupied France

months of rigorous training in all 

aspects of guerrilla warfare behind 

enemy lines, including unarmed 

combat, silent killing, ambushes, 

demolition and explosives, small arms 

and parachuting. 

The “Jeds” were not spies but 

primarily a liaison force, and the 

operational teams were usually formed 

of either two British or two Americans 

plus one national from the “target” 

country. There was always a radio 

operator in the team who was proficient 

in high speed morse and ciphers. 

After the mission to Brittany, 

Marchant returned to Milton Hall and 

late in 1944, went to South East Asia 

Command and joined SOE Force 136. In 

January 1945 he was parachuted into 

Burma behind the Japanese lines with a 

reconnaissance unit commanded by 

Major Hedley. 

A Manual of Burmese, published in 

1888, formed part of the standard 

equipment. It contained useful 

translations for words such as 

“laudanum” and “chambermaid”, quoted 

a fare of a few pounds for a passage from 

Rangoon to London and listed, among 

the principal exports of the country, 

edible birds’ nests and sea slugs. 

In May, Marchant took part in 

“Character”, an operation under the 

command of Lt-Col Peacock to raise 

Karen levies in the Karen Hills. By the 

end of the war he had been awarded the 

Croix de Guerre with Palm and twice 

mentioned in despatches. He was 

demobilised in 1946 and then farmed in 

Oxfordshire. 

Johnny Marchant married, in 1947, 

Elizabeth Hermione á Court Ratliffe, 

who survives him with their four sons. 

Johnny Marchant, born January 24 

1920, died January 19 2013 

‘In case the family has not told you, 

David Alexander (SHO1945-48) 
died on 18th June 2012. Some years 

earlier he had suffered a severe stroke 

which made it very difficult for him to 

speak and which reduced his mobility, 

eventually leading to his having to use a 

mobility scooter.

He had been Sales Director of Robert 

Young & Co. Limited, a Glasgow 

company manufacturing animal 

products, which he represented in New 

David Alexander
John Cowen (SHO1945-48) has sent the following tribute: 

Zealand for twelve years. He took early 

retirement on the death of his only 

daughter, Clare, moving to Ross-on-Wye, 

Herefordshire. Although the company 

no longer exists, it was a tribute to his 

standing in the company that twenty 

two of his former staff attended his 

funeral. His wife, Joan, pre-deceased  

him and he is survived by two sons,  

Neil and Robert.’
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Joan Margaret Law 
With the consent of Tim Law, Bryan Robson (M1949-53) sent 
this tribute to Joan Law née Rooke (Matron 1949-53).

‘In 1944, aged nineteen, Joan Rooke 

left her native Westmoreland to 

join the WRNS. Her final posting 

during the last eight months or so of 

World War II was as House-keeper to 

Commodore Augustus Agar, VC, DSO 

and Bar, Captain of the Royal Naval 

College, Greenwich; once she was 

demobbed, he invited Joan to look after 

himself and his wife in Scotland. They 

became lifelong friends and at 

Stonehaven Joan remained until 1949, 

when a very different opportunity 

presented itself in the South. This was 

thanks to the visionary good sense of  

Bill Kennedy (1934-59), Fifth Housemaster 

of McGill’s (1946-59), and of Pauline his 

wife. After a trial term as Assistant, Joan 

was appointed our House Matron. 

I use the word ‘visionary’ because 

Joan was not the sort of young woman 

who would normally be offered such a 

post. Just fourteen at the time, I can 

vividly recall the impact on our rather 

monastic world of McGill’s when, 

suddenly, this bright, glamorous, 

friendly, no nonsense, blonde young 

woman from the north-west arrived in 

our midst. Right from the start it was a 

swinging success. Her unfailingly lively 

presence, tact, forth-rightness, instinct 

for the word in season, her irrepressible 

humour and sense of fun and of fairness 

are as vivid in my memory as ever.  

Tim (TJ) Law (M1945-51), dashing 

Captain of almost every sport under the 

sun, was four years my senior; no 

wonder he fell in love with her. I think 

we all did. Not only good at her official 

job, Joan was well aware of the strains 

which life in an all-male boarding-

school (not even on a bus route) placed 

us under. In the Matron’s sitting-room 

one could always be sure of a welcome 

and at least one shy admirer found 

himself introduced, over a cup of tea, to 

one of the Senior Master’s two lovely 

daughters - to their mutual satisfaction. 

“Now Bryan Robson” Joan had told me, 

“if you let an opportunity like this slip 

through your fingers, I shall be surprised 

at you and very disappointed.”

Joan’s engagement to Tim was kept 

secret until the end of her penultimate 

term at McGill’s. They married in 1954, 

living successively in North London, 

Nottingham and Surrey, where they 

finally settled, at ‘Spire Hollen’ in 

Godalming and raised their three 

children, Amanda, Justin and Victoria. 

Joan’s great loves were her husband, 

children and grandchildren.

Every quality we knew Joan to 

possess in our schooldays flourished 

during her happy and successful 

marriage of 59 years to Tim. Their 

joint-gift for friendship, backed by 

generous hospitality and flair, is amply 

rewarded by the loyalty and affection 

with which it has surrounded them. In 

every way, one old friend soon 

discovered, this was ‘a very attractive 

and unusual family’. Amanda’s 

husband, Sir Charles Haddon-Cave, 

named Joan ‘the mother-in-law from 

Heaven’. He admits to having been 

pretty terrified of her as a young man in 

cowboy boots, out to impress. Joan was 

not easily impressed and very much her 

own woman - a woman (like Mrs 

Thatcher, whom she admired) of strong 

and unflinching views. The cowboy 

boots had to go. 

Tim and Joan kept their Aldenham 

friendships in good repair. Five Old 

McGillians attended Joan’s Thanksgiving 

Service on 21 February 2013 with Bill 

Kennedy’s daughter Liz, and were 

further represented by a reading and a 

tribute. To sum up, there’s a great spirit 

gone but Joan will remain not least in 

the hearts of her old ‘boys’ in McGill’s.’

‘It was with much sadness that I 

received news this morning of the 

death on 15th January 2013 of my 

lifelong friend David Francis Walters 
(P1943-47). His funeral was held at East 

Devon Crematorium, Whimple on 1st 

February. 

David and I became friends in 1945 

when we were in the same German 

class, later visiting and staying at each 

other’s homes in the mid to late 1940’s 

and renewing our friendship in 1955 

when we discovered that we were both 

in Hong Kong, David working for British 

American Tobacco while I was serving as 

an infantry officer with the Essex 

Regiment. 

After we both married, I was 

honoured to become godfather to his 

eldest son Brian Donald Walters 
(P1970-74). Despite my travels abroad in 

the army for nearly 20 years and 

subsequent emigration to Australia in 

1968, David and I kept in touch, he and 

David Walters
Brian Parsons (M1944-49) has emailed the following 
tribute to his lifelong friend David Walters: 

his wife staying with my wife and me in 

Australia while we always visited them 

in their various homes in Radlett, 

Thetford and more recently in Devon. 

He had a very successful business 

career and almost to the end was able to 

continue his love, study and active 

support for the preservation of native 

birds. He was a most generous host and 

kindly man who I was privileged to have 

as a close friend for almost 70 years.’
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John Sealy Marsh Hailey

John spent his childhood in Sutton 

Bridge, Lincolnshire where his father 

was Crown land agent. He was 

educated at Aldenham and on leaving 

School he joined the Army, who sent 

him on a short course to Queen’s 

University, Belfast. John was 

commissioned in the Royal Engineers 

and was posted shortly after the war to 

the Gold Coast and then to Malaya.

On leaving the Army in 1947, John 

came up to Pembroke to read 

Mechanical Sciences. While at Pembroke 

he developed an interest in photography, 

becoming photo editor of Varsity.  

He enjoyed photographing theatrical 

productions and succeeded in taking 

pictures at the dress rehearsal  

which were on view for the first night.  

He photographed a number of  

important visitors to Cambridge, 

including Sir Winston Churchill and  

the Queen Mother.

During his second long summer 

vacation, John gained work experience 

with Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners, 

consulting engineers. He enjoyed his 

time with them, and on leaving 

Cambridge, he joined the firm where he 

spent his entire working life as a civil 

engineer.

John had very varied work experience 

which included working on power 

stations, water supply schemes, and 

docks and harbours. His work 

necessitated living overseas for 12 years, 

spending time in Mauritius, Tehran, 

Lahore, Tasmania and Portugal. After 

this he was based in Head Office, but 

still travelled frequently on short visits. 

Harry John Mackenzie Searle (SH1938-43) 
Chris Searle (SHO1964-69) sent the following 
obituary for his father, Harry John Mackenzie 
Searle (SHO1938-43).

Geoffrey Brian Smethurst (P1944-48) has drawn our 
attention to this short obituary for John Sealy Marsh Hailey 
(SHE1939-43) which he culled from the Annual Gazette of 
the Pembroke College Cambridge Society, September 2012 
edition. He didn’t know him but he was the first OA that he 
had seen in that publication.

‘John Searle passed away in New 

Zealand on January 30th, peacefully 

after a struggle with bone cancer 

and related ailments.

One of the last OAs to survive from 

his year, he was particularly pleased to 

survive his best friend Jack Waddell 
(SHO1938-42 & CR1954-86) who was his 

best man at his wedding as well as his 

great friend while at Cambridge 

University where they both went after the 

end of the Second World War. Jack was a 

loyal servant to Aldenham, spending all but 

4 years of his adult life there, including 

being my house tutor during my time 

there which gave Dad a lot of reassurance.

Dad was sent to Aldenham because  

of the connection with their family 

brewery business, even though the 

business was sold well before this period. 

He lived locally in North Finchley.

Dad lived a full and varied life. He 

was trained by the RAF in Rhodesia at 

the end of WW2, but narrowly avoided 

active service.

He joined Shell as a graduate 

mechanical engineer after graduating 

from St John’s College, Cambridge and 

moved to Cheshire where he spent the 

bulk of his working life.

He worked in industrial consultancy 

at Apex Industrial Chemicals, and then 

was asked to join the Board of Storeys  

of Lancaster where he had a successful 

career before retirement.

He travelled widely during his career 

and also recovered his pilot’s licence by 

joining a private consortium flying out 

of John Lennon Airport, Speke, Liverpool.

His wife died in 1997 after a stroke 

and he remarried 7 years later and 

moved to live permanently in New 

Zealand close to where my sister, Julie and 

her doctor husband lived. This proved to 

be a wise move in his later years.

He was buried in Mapua, South 

Island, NZ, a place of sun, sea, sand and 

local vineyards which made his last 

years so peaceful.

He loved travelling and, being a 

devoted cruise voyager, visited 123 

countries during his life. He is survived 

by 3 children and 6 grandchildren.’

He became a Fellow of the Institute of 

Civil Engineers in 1967.

In 1959, John married Nancy Reece. 

They had two daughters, the younger 

one following her father to Cambridge.  

It was before the time of acceptance  

of women at Pembroke, but she enjoyed 

three years at Selwyn where she  

read Medicine.

In 1974, Gibb moved their Head Office 

from London to Reading and John and 

family settled in Goring-on-Thames. In 

retirement, he used his practical skills 

on the maintenance of the village hall, 

using great ingenuity in solving problems.
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Reginald Robert Winthrop Hackett 

‘After the war, Rex went up to St 

Catharine’s College, Cambridge 

and read History. He then 

married in Cambridge and soon afterwards 

went to Seaford on the south coast with 

his new wife to a prep school called 

‘Normansal’ set in 16 acres overlooking 

the sea. He became Headmaster and was 

there until the school closed in 1981.

He and his wife then bought a large 

house in the Pyrenees where they had a 

summer school with French, English and 

Spanish children.They spent many 

happy summers walking in the 

mountains and swimming in the nearby 

river and joining in the cultural 

activities of the local population.

Rex is survived by his wife Betty, and 

his 2 children.’

Further research has shown that Rex 

was quite a sportsman at Aldenham 

being a member of the 1st XI Football, 

Hockey and Cricket and he is shown 

here holding the Sports Cup for Athletics 

Jill Ardagh, daughter of 
Reginald Robert Winthrop 
Hackett (B1936-40) sent the 
following details about her 
father who died on 26 
February 2013: 

which his House (Beevor’s) won in 1940. 

He fought in the Second World War and 

gained the rank of Captain. He attended 

Royal Military College, Sandhurst.’

Back row: P J Stimpson (B1937-41), P G Small (B1938-41)

front row: P G hill-turner (B1938-42), r J Ball (B1936-40), r r W hackett (B1936-40),  

J Gough (B1937-41), P i Bennett (B1937-40)

Born on 4 May 1958, Simon was the 

eldest son of Isobel Terry Cox (née 

Pepper) and Robert Ashley Cox. He 

joined the School Sailing team in 1973 

and was Secretary of Sailing in 1975 and 

Commodore in 1976.

Simon graduated in applied Biology 

from Hatfield Polytechnic, now the 

University of Hertfordshire. He spent 

some time in Dr Robin Holliday’s 

laboratory at the National Institute for 

Medical Research at Mill Hill which 

consolidated his interest in genetics.

After graduation Simon went to  

the Imperial Cancer Research Fund’s 

Laboratory at Lincoln’s Inn Fields  

where he began his career by studying 

prostate cancer. Later he was 

transferred to Clare Hall to join a group 

mapping human chromosomes. He was 

co-author of 29 research publications.  

Ill health led to his early retirement in 

1996. He showed great courage as his 

health declined.

Simon Ashley Cox
Simon Rennie (SHO1970-74) advised us of the death of Simon Ashley Cox 
(B1972-76) and we received this obituary from the latter’s mother. 

Simon had a passion for dinghy sailing 

which, with the aid of Sailability, he 

continued until shortly before his death 

on 22 January, 2013. 
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Our father, Tom (P1949-51), born 

in 1934 died suddenly on 

January 23, 2012. He always said 

“When I go, I want to go out like a light!”, 

and so he did. That morning he had just 

been to collect his visa for China as he 

was due to leave for a two-week trip 

there in a matter of days. He was 

eternally young in mind and outlook 

and had the energy and vitality of 

someone 20 years younger. Sadly, we 

had lost our mum, Betty, just two years 

prior to that and, after 53 years of 

marriage, Dad found the loss of her 

immense. Somehow he found the 

strength to carry on, and he travelled, 

made new friends and never gave up  

on life. 

Born in 1934, travel was always in his 

blood and, after leaving Aldenham, he 

trained as a naval officer at King Edward 

VII Nautical College, London and joined 

the Merchant Navy, reaching the rank of 

1st Officer, Navigator. He travelled the 

world on tankers and had many a story 

to tell of the people and places he 

encountered. Our parents married in 

1957 and, in 1961, Dad left the Navy to 

be closer to home joining Regent Oil as a 

sales rep in the North Riding of 

Yorkshire. 

He was a natural salesperson and 

eventually found his way to BOC (British 

Oxygen) which took us as a family to 

Singapore in 1969 where we spent 

almost three years. It was Singapore 

Oxygen (SOL) that provided the liquid 

nitrogen for Concorde and when it flew 

in, Dad arranged for the whole family to 

meet the crew and go on Concorde. He 

always seemed to be in the right place at 

the right time! 

From tankers and natural gas to oil 

rigs, Dad then spent many years as an 

executive in the offshore oil industry, 

again traveling the world which was his 

great passion. He then parlayed his 

many years of boardroom experience 

into his final career as a management 

consultant, where he helped countless 

organizations reorganise and become 

more profitable. He could always sense 

where the core issues were and what the 

best solutions were. 

He had a big personality and could be 

quite controversial at times and yet, all 

Remembering Arthur Granville (Tom) Morgan

around the world, he had countless 

friends who appreciated the incredible 

man he was. Inevitably someone with a 

personality that big leaves a massive 

hole when they go, and so it is with Dad, 

whom we miss terribly. But his light and 

energy still shine on and we imagine 

him on some amazing adventure 

somewhere, setting sail for new, 

unexplored lands.’ 

Jane Morgan & Sally David

‘Dad was very proud of his 

education at Edge Grove  

& Aldenham; he respected 

traditions and revelled in the  

Old Boys’ network. 

Having been brought up in Radlett, 

Philip lived with Di, his wife, down the 

road in Letchmore Heath for almost 42 

years. The location was perfect for 

attending Aldenham School events and 

watching sport on Cooke’s Fields. He was 

immensely proud when I moved from 

Edge Grove to Aldenham, despite being 

housed at Beevor’s rather than his 

house, McGill’s!

As a very keen sportsman he played 

for the Old Aldenhamians in the Brewers 

Cup Cricket, The Eton Fives competitions 

and the Halford Hewitt. 

At the Halford Hewitt he was 

respected by his fellow old boys and 

opponents. He represented the School 

over 20 times and loved nothing more 

than introducing a new, younger, OA  

to the Society and being involved.

He was a member of Porters Park Golf 

Club for 53 years and, from 2005, was 

Philip Joseph Robert Marsh
Dan Marsh (B1986-91) emailed the following tribute to his 
father, Philip Joseph Robert Marsh (M1958-60): 

President of Radlett Cricket Club,  

forging a valuable relationship with 

Middlesex CC.

Having lived in France, he spoke 

fluent French with a southern accent. 

He enjoyed life working in Covent 

Garden Market and for the last 16 years, 

he worked with a fresh produce 

company called French Garden. Due to 

his smart attire and well spoken English, 

he was known in the market as “Wing 

Commander Marsh”

He leaves his wife, Diana, son  

Dan and daughter, Sally-Anne and 

grandchildren, Myrna, Melanie  

and Millicent.’
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Peter Michael Lapsley (P1957-61)

The following are excerpts from 

The Times Register 30 September, 

‘Peter Lapsley was one of  

Britain’s leading writers on fly fishing.  

In a career spanning more than 35 years 

he produced ten books and hundreds  

of articles, demystifying the sport in 

clear, crisp prose. Many thousands of 

anglers were inspired and encouraged 

by his work.

As well as the works published under 

his own name, he was also the 

uncredited co-author of the J. R. Hartley 

angling books that were bestsellers in 

the 1990s, published in response to the 

popular success of a Yellow Pages 

television advertising campaign in 

which a retired fly fisherman attempts 

to track down a copy of his own long 

out-of-print volume on the sport. 

Lapsley’s publisher had the idea of 

exploiting the obvious appeal of the 

advertisements by publishing a real 

book by the elderly fictional author 

featured in the campaign. Lapsley and 

Michael Russell were persuaded to 

produce Fly-Fishing by J. R. Hartley and a 

sequel, R. Hartley Casts Again. Lapsley, 

already the author of a number of 

serious angling works, provided the 

fishing input. The first book is thought to 

have outsold all other modern volumes 

on fly fishing.’

Son of Air Marshal Sir John Lapsley, 

KBE, CB, DFC, AFC, Peter was Captain of 

Shooting at Aldenham and was awarded 

colours for fencing and swimming. He 

attended RMA Sandhurst where he was 

Captain of Shooting. 

Writing in December 2012, Peter sent 

the following letter to the OA office:

‘I have been a very poor attender of 

OA functions (indeed, a non-attender) 

but read the magazine with interest. 

Those responsible for the latest issue of 

OA Review should be warmly 

congratulated on a most handsome and 

worthwhile production.

Clearly the modest sum my father 

paid in 1961 to make me a life member 

of the OA Society was wholly insufficient 

to cover my share of the costs of 

running it and its publications. I have 

felt guilty about that for some time.  

I am therefore enclosing a completed 

standing order for £25 p.a. It will not go 

far towards paying off the backlog of 

debt the Society has incurred on my 

behalf but may help for the future.

If it is of any interest to your readers, 

Aldenham launched me into what has 

proved to be a very happy life – 

Sandhurst, ten years’ commissioned 

service in the Army, 22 years in interesting 

Government service, ten years in the 

health voluntary sector and then, and 

now, for the past seven years a part-time 

role as ‘patient editor’ of the BMJ, to help 

doctors see illness and medical inter-

ventions from the patients’ perspective.

Lapsley had suffered from a range of 

medical conditions including, latterly, 

leukaemia.

He is survived by his wife, Liza, and a 

son and daughter from his first marriage.

Peter Lapsley, fly fisherman and 

author, was born on June 19,1943.  

He died on August 3,2013, aged 70.

Author of the J R Hartley fly fishing books whose authoritative 
guides are used by thousands of anglers. 

‘Alan was in fact a longstanding 

friend of my sister and her 

husband and because of  

this connection our paths crossed  

many times down the best part of  

forty years.

When I first met him in the early 

seventies, Alan was running his family’s 

timber business and living in Richmond. 

Upon retirement, he ultimately  

moved to Bury St Edmunds in Suffolk,  

a county in which he had for many 

years maintained a weekend retreat  

to escape the bustle of living and 

working in London.

In his latter years he suffered from 

the consequences of late onset diabetes 

which demanded several bouts of 

surgery. Nevertheless, and to the end, 

Alan led an active and rewarding life.  

My sister had lunch with him the 

Wednesday before he died and he  

was talking enthusiastically about his 

plans for attending the upcoming 

Aldeburgh festival.

A cultured, intelligent man who 

demonstrated an impish sense of 

humour, he was sustained throughout 

his life by his faith and his friendships.’ 

Alan Hillyard
David Patrick Alister Smith (P1960-65) emailed to report the 
death in April 2013 of Alan Norman Hillyard (M1945-49). 

Wilfred Eric 
Wightman
Roger Wightman has sent 
the following, ‘It is with 
some sadness that I write  
to let you know of the death 
of my father, Wilfred Eric 
Wightman (CR1952-57).

My father taught at Aldenham 

from 1952-57, having 

previously read history at 

Magdalen College, Oxford. Born on  

27 July 1927, his funeral was held on  

22 March 2013 at St Michaels, and  

All Angels, Watford.
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The following is from the obituary 

in The Daly Telegraph on Monday 3 

June 2013: 

‘Having served in Africa and Gibraltar 

before Hong Kong, Roberts was one of 

the last of the intrepid corps of officials 

and jurists who strove to administer the 

law across the British Empire in 

whatever conditions confronted them. 

He was the only person ever to serve 

both as head of Hong Kong’s civil service 

(as colonial secretary, a title which was 

changed at his own instigation to chief 

secretary in 1976) and subsequently as 

head of its judiciary. 

A celebrated wit whose curling 

eyebrows were a gift to cartoonists, he 

maintained a permanent air of surprised 

self-deprecation at each successive 

promotion. 

In the role of attorney general from 

1966, he formulated or updated a huge 

volume of legislation reflecting the 

change in Hong Kong’s status from a 

trading entrepot to an industrial and 

financial centre - and maintained a 

steady hand over the legal system 

during the turmoil of China’s Cultural 

Revolution as it infected the colony. 

In 1973 he was promoted to colonial 

secretary by Sir Murray (later Lord) 

Maclehose, widely regarded as Hong 

Kong’s outstanding Governor of modern 

times. Roberts was Maclehose’s right-

hand man during a phase of dynamic 

development for the colony which saw a 

million migrants from the mainland 

housed in nascent new towns and work 

begin on the construction of the colony’s 

Mass Transit Railway. 

He also supported the Governor in a 

hard-fought campaign against corruption 

in the police and civil service — and was 

a party to Maclehose’s decision, in the 

face of threatened revolt in police ranks, 

to grant an amnesty for past offences in 

1977. In a Legislative Council meeting, 

Roberts described the episode as the 

government’s “unhappiest hour”. 

His appointment as chief justice a 

year later caused controversy as he had 

never previously been a judge and had 

not appeared in court as an advocate 

since the mid-1960s. Among the 

challenges that confronted him was the 

inadequacy of the Supreme Court’s 

temporary home in a former French 

mission: the Court of Appeal occupied 

what had once been the chapel. He 

commissioned a starkly modern new 

building which opened in 1984, and also 

opened courts in outlying towns. 

Roberts sat on the bench in a variety 

of far-flung appointments for 25 years. 

By tradition Hong Kong’s senior judge 

was also chief justice of Brunei, and 

after leaving Hong Kong (to be 

succeeded by the first Chinese chief 

justice there, Sir TL Yang), Roberts 

continued in the Brunei role, and later 

as president of the Sultanate’s Court of 

Appeal. He was also president of the 

Court of Appeal of Bermuda, and after 

the 1997 handover to China he was a 

non-permanent judge of Hong Kong’s 

Court of Final Appeal . 

At his last Legislative Council 

meeting as chief secretary in 1978, 

Roberts happened also to be “acting 

Governor” in Maclehose’s temporary 

absence abroad — and took the 

opportunity to deliver a tongue-in-cheek 

testimonial to his own “somewhat 

obscure” role in Hong Kong’s affairs and 

the moderate quality of his drafting 

skills, which he claimed had contributed 

much to the prosperity of local lawyers. 

Others present were more fulsome, 

however. Roberts, said the senior 

Sir Denys Roberts
Sir Denys Roberts (B1937-40), who has died aged 90, was 
successively attorney general, chief secretary and chief 
justice of colonial Hong Kong during an era of rapid 
economic and social change. 

Chinese member, would long be 

remembered for his clarity and sagacity, 

and as “a person of massive and 

imperturbable reliability”. 

The son of a barrister, Denys Tudor 
Emil Roberts (B1937-40) was born in 

London on January 19 1923. He was 

educated at Aldenham School and went 

up to Wadham College, Oxford, to read 

Law until his studies were interrupted 

by war service. Commissioned in the 

Royal Artillery, he served in France, the 

Low Countries and Germany until the 

end of the war, and thereafter in India. 

On demobilisation he returned to 

Oxford and played minor counties 

cricket for Hertfordshire until being 

called to the Bar in 1950 by Lincoln’s Inn 

- where he became a Bencher in 1978. 

Joining the Colonial Service in 1953, 

he became a crown counsel in 

Nyasaland. After representing the 

administration there in “a disastrous 

inquiry” he found himself - according to 

what he described as the bureaucratic 

principle that a debacle should always 

be presented as a success - offered 

promotion to attorney general of 

Gibraltar, where he took Silk in 1960. He 

had been on the Rock only two years 

when he was offered another upward 

move, to become solicitor general in 

Hong Kong - this time, he surmised, 

because he had annoyed the governor of 

Gibraltar by shouting at his ADC over 

the conduct of a military parade. 

Roberts was the author of a series of 

light comic novels of legal and colonial 

life in his pre-Hong Kong days. He went 

on to publish How to Dispense with 

Lawyers (1964) and Doing them Justice 

(1986), and in retirement he turned his 

hand to memoirs, with I’ll Do Better Next 

Time (1995) and, covering his Army days, 

Yes Sir, But (2000). 

Finally, Another Disaster (2006) caught 

the authentic flavour of civil service life 

in 1960s Hong Kong, including the 

long-running issue of whether 
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diminutive Chinese legislators should be 

obliged to wear morning coats on 

Armistice Day. Roberts also catalogued 

the attributes necessary in a judge, 

including humility, the ability to doze 

discreetly, and skill in self-defence, 

because “there is nothing more undignified 

than a judge being hurled into a horse 

trough by an angry plaintiff”. 

In retirement Roberts made his home in 

Norfolk. A keen watcher of cricket, he 

was president of MCC in 1989-90; among 

the highlights of his tenure was his 

participation alongside Sir Don Bradman 

in the opening of the Bradman Museum 

at Bowral in Australia. 

He was appointed OBE in 1960 and 

CBE in 1970, and knighted in 1975. 

He married first, in 1949, Brenda Marsh, 

with whom he had a son and a daughter. 

The marriage was dissolved in 1973, and 

he married, secondly, in 1985, Fiona 

Alexander, a barrister who had appeared 

before him representing the government 

in appeal cases; they had a son. 

Sir Denys Roberts, born January 19 

1923, died May 20 2013.

Mark Hargreaves
From Aldenham, which had and still has a strong reputation in the 
teaching of Classics and where he was House Captain in his final year, 
Mark Hargreaves (SHE1947-52) won a State Scholarship to Clare 
College, Cambridge based on the strength of his A-levels in Latin, 
Greek and Ancient History. 

During his time at Aldenham he 

made some “life long friends 

including Keith Fowler 
(SHO1947-52), who wrote after 

attending the Service of Thanksgiving,  

‘I remember Mark for his huge 

enthusiasm for almost everything and 

his physical courage he was a tough 

little boxer (as Sergeant Major 
Buckingham (CR1935-64) would have 

endorsed) and an excellent gymnast. He 

was an enthusiastic cadet and became 

Cadet Company Sergeant Major for the 

Aldenham CCF. I can picture him now 

rushing about with his CSM’s swagger 

stick on Corps days. No surprise that he 

went into the Marines and got his 

commission there while others of us 

found our way into less glamorous corps 

or regiments! We kept in touch during 

National Service. I was a platoon 

commander with the RASC (Royal Army 

Service Corps) in Egypt in the Suez 

Canal zone; Mark happened to be on 

board a naval vessel passing through the 

Canal and managed to get a day’s leave 

and a motor cycle and – completely 

unannounced and in a cloud of sand – 

arrived at the tent which served as my 

platoon HQ within our company 

compound. He brought with him an 

invitation for myself and a brother 

officer to join the Marines for a cocktail 

party on board. A real treat for those of us 

living months in the desert under canvas!’

In a letter received from John Kinross 
(M1947-52) , he wrote, ‘He was a good 

friend at Fernden Prep School and a 

fellow boy scout. Strangely enough I 

didn’t see much of him at Aldenham as 

he was in School House, but on one 

exeat we were both left at School and 

managed to borrow bikes, get to Radlett 

and Mark sounded his bugle at the top 

of the hill – much to the surprise of all 

locals listening! Potato picking at 

Aldenham went on until 1948 and the 

entire 4th form went by furniture van to 

pick potatoes on an icy cold day to a 

farm under Mr Fletcher’s control. We 

were paid 2 shillings each and one boy 

sat in a heated hut in the field working 

out the totals to be paid. That boy was me 

which was probably why I went to work 

in a firm of accountants instead of going 

to university.’

 Mark wanted to aim for a Regular 

Commission once he had graduated 

from Cambridge and when he went up 

to Clare College in 1954, he decided to 

read Law, having been advised that his 

prospects for promotion would be 

enhanced by having a Law degree rather 

than a Classics degree. Sadly this proved 

to be a mistake as not only did he find 

that Law was rather ‘dry’ (and therefore 

did not inspire his enthusiasm) but a 

government defence White Paper 

announced a severe reduction in the 

number of military posts, thus putting 

paid to his hopes of returning to the 

Royal Marines.

  After a two-year period of working 

as a graduate trainee in the Publicity 

Department of the British Oxygen 

company he became disillusioned with 

the business world and took a bold 

decision to enter the teaching 

profession. (By this time he was engaged 

to be married). After some disappointing 

visits to schools in the South of England 

he was approached by the Headmaster 

of St Anselm’s School in Bakewell, 

Derbyshire who was desperate to 

employ a couple to assume 

responsibility for an overflow of 6 senior 

boarders age 12/13. Thus it was that 

Mark and Sue moved into Hillcrest in 

the summer of 1959 barely a week after 

getting married, and aged 25 and 22 

respectively! In 1974 girls were admitted 

to the school and Mark and Sue (the 

parents of 2 sons) were thrilled to have 

“daughters” to look after in the house for 

the length of their time at the school.

Mark enjoyed a distinguished career at 

St Anselm’s Preparatory School, Bakewell 

where he had worked for just over 50 

years. He was Deputy Headmaster as 

well as Latin and Swimming Master and 

will be commemorated there by having 

a concert hall named after him.

Mark died on 15th March 2013 

(singularly appropriate for a Classicist 

that it was the Ides of March that day!)
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Mike Hook
Sue Hook remembering 
Michael William Hook  
1946-2013

‘My husband Mike Hook 
(B1960-64) died suddenly of 

a heart attack, on 9th April 

this year. He had contracted Type 1 

Diabetes at the early age of sixteen and 

it was the complications arising from 

this cruel disease that eventually 

conquered him at sixty six. 

Mike was educated in Hertfordshire 

at Edge Grove Preparatory School and 

Aldenham School, where his father, 

William Hook, was Director of Music from 

1948 to 1973. His sister, Bettina went on to 

marry Tom English (M1947-52), the son of 

Fred English (CR1915-51), House Tutor in 

School House and McGill’s & Housemaster 

of Beevor’s 1936-51, and so kept strong 

Aldenham links within the family.

Never academically inclined Mike 

excelled at swimming and throughout 

his life continued to enjoy a wide range 

of sporting activities, including 

skydiving, golf, hockey, scuba diving, 

skiing, kayaking, archery and rowing. 

He decided on a career in the theatre 

and in 1965 enrolled at the London 

Academy of Dramatic Arts, to train in 

stage management. He worked as an 

ASM at Manchester’s famous Royal 

Exchange Theatre (Theatre ’69) and then 

in the early 1970s joined Anvil Films as a 

sound recordist and assistant 

cameraman. There he worked on the 

sound stage, recording music for classic 

films such as Fiddler on the Roof and The 

Slipper and the Rose and working with 

both John Williams and Maurice Jarre.

I first met Mike at Marlow Rowing 

Club and we married in Marlow in 1977. 

For the next two decades Mike expanded 

his career and became an assistant 

director on Superman, Star Wars, Raiders 

of the Lost Ark and Indiana Jones and the 

Temple of Doom. He also worked with Jim 

Henson on the Muppets movie, Labyrinth 

with David Bowie, The Bill and a range of 

medical, scientific and commercial 

documentaries for Shell International, 

BP and the MOD. Travelling around the 

world to exotic locations, keeping 

unsocial hours and eating an irregular 

diet all took their toll on his health and 

in 1999 Mike was forced to retire from 

the industry. We moved from West 

Sussex to Dorset and finally, in 2006, to 

the beautiful Dingle Peninsula in County 

Kerry, Ireland. During the past ten years 

Mike overcame huge physical 

challenges: two below-knee 

amputations and a triple heart by-pass. 

But he was happy here and never 

complained, fighting each setback with 

quiet courage and optimism that 

inspired all who knew him. He is 

survived by me and his elder sister, 

Bettina English.’

‘Don taught me mathematics at 

Aldenham from September 

1983 until I sat my A-levels in 

the summer of 1985 – 28 years ago. Don 

was without doubt the best teacher I 

A further tribute to Donald Newton
The obituary coverage on Donald Newton (CR1962-91) in issue 40 of 
the OA Review prompted Andrew Reid (B1980-85) to pen a letter to the 
Aldenham School Development Office in which he reminisces:

ever had and my ‘A’ grade for A-level 

maths ranks as one of two academic 

highlights, the other being passing my 

accountancy exams at the first attempt.  

We were a small class, 7 or 8 of us in Set 

2, as none of us had done advance 

maths at O-level. Essentially, Don had 2 

years to teach a 3 year course and I have 

never felt so well prepared for an exam. 

Don taught with real passion.’
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Michael Webster
Chairman of Governors 1977-84 and last family Chairman of the brewing 
empire that sold itself with the slogan ‘What we want is Watneys’

Extracts taken from the obituary  

in The Daily Telegraph,  

17 December 2012:

‘Michael Webster, who has died aged 

92, was the last family chairman of the 

Watneys brewing empire before its 

hard-fought takeover by the Grand 

Metropolitan hotel group.

Webster’s mother was a member of 

the Combe family, whose London porter 

brewery, Combe Delafield & Co., had 

been acquired in 1898 by Watney & Co 

to form Watney, Combe & Reid – which 

merged in 1958 with Mann Crossman & 

Paulin to form one of Britain’s “Big Six” 

brewing groups, with a substantial 

market share in London and the South- 

East. Its best known beer, Red Barrel keg 

bitter (accompanied by the slogan, “What 

we want is Watneys”), was a renowned 

product of the post-war decades.

From 1943 Webster trained and 

commanded the Reconnaissance Troop, 

2nd Batallion Grenadier Guards, in the 

5th Guards Armoured Brigade. After 

landing in Normandy in June 1944, he 

took part in the liberation of Brussels 

and saw action across the Netherlands 

and Germany until hostilities ceased.  

He was mentioned in despatches.

Michael Webster’s career choice was 

in part determined by the death in 

action of his brother, an RAF fighter pilot 

who had been expected to go into the 

brewery business. Stepping into his 

place, Michael joined Watney, Combe  

& Reid on demobilisation from the 

Grenadier Guards in 1946 and became 

chairman in 1963.

The brewing industry in the 1960s 

was shaken by multiple mergers and 

takeovers, but the combination of 

Watney and Mann was a relatively 

congenial one which allowed the 

constituent firms to maintain much of 

their traditional character.

In 1970 Webster succeeded a member 

of the Crossman family (who had in 

turn succeeded a Combe) as chairman 

of the parent company, Watney Mann. A 

man of charm and self-deprecating 

humour, always interested in the lives of 

the people who worked for him, he was 

one of the last generation of paternalist 

brewery directors. But the future had  

to be faced: some of the group’s 

breweries had already been closed, 

diversifications had been attempted 

with mixed success, and one of 

Webster’s first announcements as 

chairman-elect was that “Europe’s 

largest computer” had been deployed  

to produce a 10-year plan for further 

rationalisation. 

The son of an Air Ministry official and 

part-time Private Secretary to Winston 

Churchill, who attended his wedding in 

1919, Michael George Thomas Webster 

was educated at Stowe and completed a 

shortened wartime degree at Magdalen 

College, Oxford, before being 

commissioned in the Grenadier Guards 

in 1940.

Michael Webster became a Governor 

of Aldenham School in 1964 and served 

for 20 years before becoming Chairman 

of Governors in 1977. He was Master of 

the Brewers’ Company from 1964 to 

1965 and retired as Chairman of Watney 

Mann in 1984. He was also a Deputy 

Lieutenant and former High Sheriff of 

Berkshire.

 A countryman at heart, Michael 

Webster particularly loved fishing for 

salmon on the Awe in Scotland and for 

trout on the Test.

He married, in 1947, Isabel Margaret 

(Peggy) Bucknill (nee Dent), a war widow 

with two daughters and he treated them 

as his own and brought them up with 

his three daughters.

His only sibling, David, was killed  

in action in 1943, aged 21.

Michael Webster, born 27 May 1920, 

died 26 October 2012.
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OA ANNUAL DINNER 2013
Friday 22 November at Aldenham School

6.15pm Drinks Reception in the Library

6.30pm Presentation by Ruth Alinek

7.30pm Dinner in the Dining Hall

 Tickets: £39 per person or £27.50 for those under 30 on the day of the Dinner. 

(Ticket price includes a 4 course dinner & coffee plus half a bottle of wine)

This is always a popular event, so please book early.

For bookings see pp.32-33.

Book a table with friends and contemporaries 
and celebrate the years together


