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Forty years ago, I was Editor of the 
School’s magazine and now, with a great 
sense of honour, I take over the reins as 
Editor of the OA magazine from Trevor 
Barton (K1971-75) who edited no fewer 
than 17 issues. No mean feat and I shall 
do my best to continue his good work. 

 

During this memorable 

year of pride and 

celebration for Queen 

Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee 

and outstanding sporting 

achievements at the Olympics 

and Paralympics, it is especially 

worth remembering that the OA 

Society was founded 110 years 

ago and 415 years since Elizabeth I granted the Charter to 

Richard Platt entitling him to found the School.

At school, one forges new friendships some of which 

may continue throughout one’s lifetime. In this ever faster 

moving world of ours, it is important to keep in touch and 

indeed, get out of life what one is willing to put into it by 

helping and caring for others and not letting opportunities 

pass by. Perhaps you might join that society you’ve been 

thinking about all year or write that letter you’ve put off 

for weeks or visit someone in hospital. Part of life is about 

values and building a firm foundation for the future. 

I was fortunate to witness the official opening of The 

Wells Centre last month with my brother, Neal, (M1974-79) 
and my mother who, as the young wife of James F G 
James-Crook (M1941-44), first visited the School sixty years 

ago. The students of Aldenham, past and present, are 

indeed fortunate and should be proud to have been 

schooled in ever increasing high standard facilities for 

academia, sports, the arts and music which nestle in such 

breath-taking surroundings. 

I offer my grateful thanks to my talented and dedicated 

team - Hugh Schermuly (M1974-79), Sara Price (CR1987-
2006), Ann Saffery and Jackie Wilkie (OA & Development 
Office) for helping produce this new style OA Review. 

However, most importantly of all, I must thank you for 

sending us your news.

I hope you have as much pleasure in reading this 

edition as we have had in putting it together. The 

Adenhamiana is a strong and important link between life 

at Aldenham and the world outside. It cannot exist without 

you and your newsworthy contributions. Tell us what you 

are doing. Keep in touch. We want to hear from you.    

James James-Crook (M1968-72)
Email: jamesjamescrook@hotmail.co.uk

from the editor
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2 From the School

This major new building has been 

an opportunity to enhance even 

further the remarkable 

opportunities that exist for students at 

Aldenham. It provides us with a new 

Sixth Form Centre, as well as a 

classroom for psychology and a state  

of the art music technology suite,  

which have already received extremely 

positive comments from those who are 

using them. 

The new building also allows us to 

open the School more obviously to a 

wider community. The spectacular 

Apthorp Room on the first floor is 

already hosting meetings and 

presentations to visitors from the UK 

and beyond. In a similar way, the new 

foyer to the Recital Room will give us  

the chance to showcase our talented 

musicians and other performers  

more effectively.

All this has been made possible by 

the careful financial planning we have 

in place for the School and by the 

generosity of a whole host of donors 

including many parents and OAs. I am 

delighted that we will be able to begin 

the OA Dinner in November with a 

reception and recital in The Wells Centre 

and look forward to showing many of 

you around the building.

Exam results
It will also be the occasion to reflect on 

the range of achievements by pupils of 

the school during the last year. Amongst 

the academic results this summer it was 

especially pleasing that, at a time when 

it was proving harder for students to 

gain top grades (reversing the 

coruscating effect of grade inflation seen 

in recent years), our students gained 

some very high grades indeed 8% of all 

A levels were awarded A* grades, for 

which a student has to achieve over 90% 

in their last year exams- a notable 

challenge. 

As a result of these and other high 

numbers of A and B grades our students 

were able to gain places at most of the 

top universities in the country including 

three students entering medical school. 

At GCSE level the results were 

particularly impressive, from a large 

cohort of 90 students 38% of them 

gained 5 or more A*/A grades, which  

will give them especially firm 

foundations for A levels and subsequent 

university entrance.

Staff
All the students benefit from a very 

talented and committed staff, who 

remain stable and committed to the 

School with very few leaving us except 

for the best of reasons. This year we 

bade farewell to Steve Williams 
(CR1995-2012) who retired after 17 

years of leading Science in the School 

and to Nick Pietrek (CR2000-12) after 

his successful Housemastership of 

Kennedy’s, to become Deputy Head of 

Birkdale School in Sheffield. I know that 

Nick was very pleased to end his time 

with us in the term in which we 

celebrated 50 years of Kennedy’s on  

OA Day. This event was a valuable 

reminder of the way in which the links 

between OAs and the School remain so 

helpful and supportive. 

OA events
At other OA events this year, including 

the Brewers’ Hall gathering and the 

Yeovil lunch, where we took over an 

entire restaurant to share each other’s 

company and some excellent food, I 

have been delighted to meet friends old 

and new. And I would pay particular 

tribute to the superb work done by Ann 

Saffery in her first year with us. She has 

quickly established very good relations 

with so many of you. She and Jackie 

Wilkie in the OA Office are always ready 

to greet visitors whether announced or 

unannounced, and show them around 

the School.

From my own point of view, I am 

always enormously heartened by the 

care and attention taken to welcome 

Charlotte and me to your gatherings. 

This year’s highlight was undoubtedly 

the reunion in New York City where not 

only did Peter Shaerf (P1967-71) arrange 

for the evening to start at his office in 

one of the most iconic sites in the world 

- the Chrysler Building, but the following 

morning I was given a personal tutorial 

in the best possible shaving techniques 

available in NYC by another OA. Such 

care and consideration for the 

Headmaster’s well being and prospects 

are entirely typical of your generosity  

of spirit for which I am always 

immensely grateful.

James Fowler

From the Headmaster’s Desk
I write this as we celebrate the opening of The Wells Centre, 
just ten days into a new School year. 

James and Charlotte fowler
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A Level Results 2012
This year’s A Level results saw the 

students from this year’s Upper Sixth 

Form celebrating their successes. 

Overall, the year saw one of the best 

performances from any cohort in the 

recent past with 8% of all exams graded 

at A*, 23% at A* or A grade and around 

52% A*-B. Against a national picture 

which has seen the highest grades as 

harder to achieve this year, these are 

very pleasing statistics. 

Following receipt of these results, 

Aldenham students will begin studies  

at almost all the top universities in  

the country. Around 20% of the students 

in the year group gained two or more  

A grades. 

We congratulate them all on their 

efforts and thank the academic staff 

who have prepared them so well for 

these demanding examinations.

GCSE Results 2012
35 of the 90 students (38%) in the year 

group gained five or more A*/A grades. 

The School as a whole was able to 

record that 36% of all GCSEs taken  

were graded either A* or A – the highest 

ever figure for Aldenham. Almost every 

student achieved five A*-C passes in 

their examinations.

These results are a testament to the 

work of all the students and academic 

staff involved. The majority of these 

students will proceed to study A Levels 

at the School and will hopefully be 

equally successful in completing those 

more demanding qualifications over the 

next two years. 

Exam results

Film Club
Funded by the Old Aldenhamian Society, Aldenham School 
has established a Lower and Senior School FILMCLUB held 
during activities. FILMCLUB is a national charity which runs 
in schools around the country. 

The FILMCLUB programme is 

championed by Head Teachers 

and key figures in education, and 

is supported by the Department for 

Education and LOVEFiLM. Across the 

country FILMCLUB currently reaches 

220,000 children each week, through 

over 7,000 clubs in Primary and 

Secondary schools across the country. 

Students who join FILMCLUB have 

the opportunity to watch, discuss and 

review the very best of world cinema 

– everything from silent films, to 

documentaries, foreign films and films 

from across every decade of cinema. 

Every review students write on the 

FILMCLUB website is automatically 

entered into the ‘Review of the Week’ 

competition. With around 7,000 reviews 

written weekly, we’re delighted that 

already three students have been 

rewarded with this accolade: Dan Shores  

(M2010-Present) for his review of ‘The 

Social Network’ and Luke Hadji Kyriacou 

(K2011-Present) and Marcus Alter 
(R2011-Present) for their reviews of ‘Lord 

of the Flies’.

Through FILMCLUB we can offer 

students interested in Film, Media and 

Journalism an opportunity to be part of 

the Talent Development Programme 

which gives them access to high quality 

training and an AQA Arts Award 

developing their skills as reporters, 

broadcasters and reviewers. 

We look forward to continuing to 

build on the success of the FILMCLUB 

programme at Aldenham. 

Mrs Flora R H Richards (CR2012-Present) 
Teacher of Religious Studies, Beevor’s House 

Tutor & Aldenham School FILMCLUB Leader

Evensong

OAs and former Staff living in and 

around Cambridge gathered for 

Evensong at St John’s College, 

Cambridge, where the School Choir 

sang.  38 guests joined the Headmaster 

and the Choir afterwards for a drinks 

reception in The Hall, a magnificent 16th 

century building next to the Chapel.

St John’s College, 
Cambridge, Monday 
25th June 2012

Singing in the Chapel
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On 11 November a very moving Remembrance Service was 
held in the School Chapel. The bell was rung 288 times as 
tribute was paid to that same number of Old Aldenhamians 
who had perished in past conflicts. 

On the same Sunday, members of 

the School community joined in 

the Letchmore Heath 

Remembrance Parade and some CCF 

cadets met HRH Prince Charles before 

Remembrance 2011

CCf Cadets with hrh Prince Charles outside Wellington Barracks before marching to the 

Cenotaph on remembrance Sunday 2011

reverend Bond leads the School in remembrance of oAs lost in conflict. James fowler, 

headmaster, and Stephen Wright (K2005-12), head Boy, laid wreaths in Letchmore heath. 

The Letchmore 
Trust Art Prizes

‘the Winner’ by Sophie Boggis-rolphe

Competitors for this year’s 

Letchmore Trust Senior & Junior 

School Art Prizes demonstrated a 

wide range of artistic skills. Mimi 
Shodeinde (P2010-12), Senior School 

prize winner, received a year’s membership 

as Young Friend of the Royal Academy of 

Arts for her outstanding ‘African 

Portrait’. In the year of the Olympics, 

Sophie Boggis-Rolphe (P2011-Present) 
won the Junior School prize for her 

topical painting of a runner crossing the 

finish line and received a book token.     

Trustees of the Letchmore Trust 

manage various art and financial assets 

and, at their discretion, use income from 

the latter to support School activities 

and projects, like the annual Letchmore 

Trust Art Prizes. 

attending a wreath laying ceremony and 

thanksgiving service in the Welsh 

Guards Chapel at Wellington Barracks  

in London.

‘African Portrait’ by mimi Shodeinde



5From the School

Eros to Eros run
It was a case of déjà vu as former Prep School Head Paul 
Cheetham returned to Aldenham to defend successfully his 
title in the annual Eros Run.

Despite having to reduce his 

training for the event, following 

an injury sustained in the 

London Marathon, Cheetham romped 

home to victory in 1:37:50, some 15 

minutes ahead of his nearest rival. 

Second place went – again – to Martin 

Love, Observer Motoring Correspondent 

and running partner of Alan Phillips 
(M1977-82), who came in sixth. 

Kieron Passfield’s (L2008-Present) 
very impressive time of 1:55:43 ensured 

that Leeman’s were able to retain the 

title for fastest pupil finisher. First 

member of staff home was new Head  

of History, Paddy Murray, who was 

delighted to have reached the finish line 

just 21 seconds ahead of his target time 

of two hours. 

All in all, there were 25 finishers in 

this year’s event. Although this number 

was slightly down on previous years, it 

was delightful to see some 18 pupils at 

the start line – the highest number in 

recent memory. Once again, every house 

was represented, enhancing the 

inter-house rivalry on the last day of  

the School year.

Completing the Eros Run is a 

tremendous achievement, particularly 

for those who are less athletically-

inclined, and this was evident as I 

viewed the faces of all runners at the 

finish line. 

Ensuring that this 36-year tradition  

of the School takes place would not be 

6th July 2012

the runners at the start, under the statue of eros at Piccadilly Circus

Paul Cheetham (Cr1996-99 & 2003-07)

1 Cheetham, Paul 1:37:50

2 Love, Martin 1:53:14

3 Passfield, Kieron 1:55:43

4 Barton, Trevor 1:56:39

5 Cavalheiro, Mattheus 1:57:06

6 Phillips, Alan 1:57:58

7 Murray, Paddy 1:59:39

8 Ford, Dan 2:05:32

9 Tucker, Harry 2:09:49

10 Harris, Angus 2:18:25

11 Milligan, Alex 2:19:37

12 Threadgold, Harrison 2:21:39

13 Jacovides, Alex 2:22:29

14 Fraser, Andrew 2:24:22

15 Emmott, David 2:26:14

16 Asher, Tamerlane 2:32:35

17 Stowell, James 2:37:40

18 Rennie, Andrew 2:46:12

19 Ralph, Matthew 2:48:53

20 Gorgin, Michael 2:51:45

21 Stanbury, Paul 2:52:22

22 Rodger, Mark 2:56:50

23 Galgut, Harrison 3:06:07

24 Coote, Anthony 3:06:27

25 Spyrou, Lizzie 3:21:33

 Constanti, Christakis DNF

 Evelegh, Alex DNF

possible, however, without the large 

numbers of staff who help to support 

the runners by providing drinks and 

encouragement along the way. On behalf 

of the runners, I would like to offer them 

my sincere thanks.

Philip Green (CR2005-Present)
Eros Run Race Director

the reSuLtS
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by A D Wilson (K1973-78)

A sponsored run of considerable distance 
seems to have become firmly established 
as an annual feature of the Aldenham 
calendar. Following the success of last 
year’s venture, it was decided that the 
same route should be re-run this summer 
- from the statue of Eros in Piccadilly 
Circus, sculpted by Sir Alfred Gilbert OA 
and incidentally the first large-scale work 
to be cast in aluminium, to the smaller 
casting which stands in the Memorial 
Garden in the School grounds.

What better way to end the term than to 
celebrate it in style by putting a mere 17 
miles behind one, in a good cause, before 
breakfast?

Many seemed attracted by the idea and, 
it is a measure of the enthusiasm of the 
runners in the School that, the number  
of volunteers considerably exceeded the 
number of available places. Thus it was 
that 43 brave souls (all the braver for 
memories of last year’s experience) set 
out from an empty Piccadilly Circus at 
4.30 am on Friday 8th July with a 
singularly tedious and apparently endless 
stretch of road lying before them.

Although his modesty would prevent him 
from admitting it, if he were the author  
of this account, it is only proper to record 

that the astonishing Jim Robinson 
(CR1974-85) arrived in first place with  
a truly amazing time of 1 hr 48 mins, 
closely followed by Daniel Haus 
(SHO1972-77) after a no less creditable 
performance. 

Two hours later (yet still, it should be 
noted, in time for breakfast) the last two 
runners, Marcus Watts (M1976-81) and 
John Hathorn (M1977-81), turned up 
unnoticed and doubtless shattered by the 
experience, but with the considerable 
satisfaction of having met their 
challenge. This, surely, was one of the 
most pleasing things about the whole 
venture: despite personal discomfort and 
pain in many cases, not a single runner 
dropped out. Also of great 
encouragement was the enthusiastic 
support given by various masters and 
their wives in transporting and providing 
a back-up for runners. In this respect, 
thanks must go to Mrs Arkell also to the 
Headmaster, C.E.A , T.H.A., C.H.M., R.P., 
J.K.W., and in particular, to J.H.R., whose 
astounding organisational skills made the 
whole thing possible.

The money collected, totalling more than 
£550, was donated to the Aldenham Club 
in Kentish Town, and to the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society. This disease has been 
particularly impressed on the public 
consciousness since it brought such  

a tragic end to the brilliant career of the 
cellist Jacqueline du Pre.

Thanks to all those who sponsored these 
eminently worthy causes, and to the 43 
who ran: C. D. Allen, Bannister. T. Barton 
(OA), Beechener, Cormack, N. J. Davies, 
Davis, Elgar, Garrett, Gladstone, Gordon, 
Griffin, Harper, Harris, N. Hart, Hathorn, 
Haus, M.A.H., Hill, Hingley, Horsburgh, N. 
Ingram, Kerr, Knychala, Kook, Laidlaw, C. 
Marshall (OA), A. Nicholas, R. Nicholas, S. 
Nicholas, Osman, Owden, J.H.R., K. Safai, 
Savill, Schofield, Scott, Seville, Strutt, 
Vos, Watts, Williams, Yossava.

the eroS to eroS run 1977

Aldenham School:  
A Foundation for Success

Since its launch, over 350 copies of the 

new History book - Aldenham School:  

A Foundation for Success have been 

bought and enjoyed.

This beautifully illustrated record of 

life at Aldenham since it was founded, 

right up to the present day, is still 

available to buy:

£35 if collected from the School. 

£40 to include p&p within the UK

£45 overseas

To order a copy, please contact Jackie 

Wilkie, Development and OA Office

Tel: +44(0)1923 851614

Email: Jackie@aldenham.com

1977 founders of the eros to eros 

run: Jim robinson and richard Seville 

(K1973-78), June 2012

Did you know?

On 5 June 1985, the huge Wellingtonia 
tree in School House garden exploded 
when struck by lightning. This was one 
of a collection of Wellingtonia trees 
planted in the UK to commemorate 
Wellington’s victory at Waterloo. The 
stump can still be seen and a new 
specimen has been planted beside it.

Edited by Roger Payne (CR1971-2000)
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Malawi trip
After arriving from a safari in 

Zambia, where the group saw all 

kinds of beast from leopards to 

giraffes, an evening of entertainment 

was provided by a local church choir. It 

was great fun and everyone enjoyed 

joining in and listening to the wonderful 

music. Next morning the students were 

up early to have a tour of the area and 

look at all the projects that RIPPLE 

Africa is involved in. Later in the day 

however, they were put to work in the 

charity tree nursery to do a bit of 

physical activity. They spent a few 

afternoons here doing various things: 

making mud bricks, digging compost 

pits, tending to trees, planting seeds and 

cutting grass. The students were given a 

flavour of what the charity does and a 

feel for Malawi. They helped to paint a 

pre-school and got involved in teaching 

lessons to all age groups. A walk up a 

nearby mountain provided spectacular 

views of Lake Malawi and games against 

local football teams provided lessons in 

how to play the game! They built some 

fuel efficient stoves in nearby kitchens, 

went to a church service and even got  

to try some of the local cuisine. The  

two weeks in Malawi is a wonderful 

opportunity and experience for the 

students who go and I’m sure will have 

provided some great memories for them 

to take home. Not to mention the 

beautiful backdrop of the lake that 

provides spectacular sunrises.

by Charlie Knight, Malawi Project Manager, RIPPLE Africa

mountain walk with views of the lake.

Sunrise over Lake malawi.

A football match against a local team.

RIPPLE Africa was founded in 1977 by Geoff Furber (SHO1970-74) and his wife, Liz.

www.rippleafrica.org/a-charity-in-malawi-africa
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neil Sutherland, OBE - President
derick Burlingham Johnson – Vice President
frank rogers – Hon. Secretary
richard Peart – Hon. Treasurer
ian Leutchford – Committee Member
John edwards – Committee Member
James James-Crook – Committee Member
James fowler – Headmaster
nick Pulman – Committee Member

oA Committee 
memBerS

From the President’s Desk
Welcome to the ‘new look’ Aldenhamiana, where you will 
find details of the wide range of Old Aldenhamian activities 
planned for the coming year along with reflections on some 
of the successful events run in 2011-12 also stories and 
memories from our members.  

James James-Crook (M1968-72), Hugh 
Schermuly (M1974-79), Sara Price 
(CR1987-2006) and Ann Saffery, 
Development and OA Manager, make 

up a new Aldenhamiana editorial team, 

assisted by Jackie Wilkie in the OA 

Office. I would like to thank them for 

giving our magazine a refreshed and 

updated feel, which also reflects the new 

OA branding. I hope you like it. 

Such an active alumni programme 

takes considerable organisation and  

I would like to thank the OA Committee 

for its continued support. We are keen to 

attract more help, especially from 

younger male and female OAs, so please 

do volunteer to join us.

The School
Of course, little would be possible 

without the close co-operation with the 

School and we remain hugely indebted 

to the Headmaster, James Fowler, and 

the many dedicated Aldenham teaching 

and support staff who have assisted us 

with OA events and activities with real 

enthusiasm. I should especially like to 

thank Ann Saffery and Jackie Wilkie in 

the Development and OA Office for their 

dedicated hard work to our benefit in all 

our endeavors. 

Sport
Thanks are overdue to Nick Pulman 
(CR1977-Present) for his help with the 

interface between the School and the 

OA Football Club. Last football season 

saw a revival of fortunes of the OA 

Football Club under Martyn Berg 
(B1989-94) and the club was able, with 

School support, to run an early season, 

six-a-side tournament. This event proved 

a big success for the many players from 

other teams in the Arthurian League. 

The OA Golf Club is thriving and 

continues to offer high quality matches 

at some of the UK’s finest courses. 

The OA sports clubs and the Aldenham 

Eton Fives club have full fixture lists and 

would all welcome new OA players. 

The OA Society
The Society has provided help to four 

Aldenham teachers, as they took a  

party of pupils to Malawi to work with 

RIPPLE Africa in the summer, delivering 

a range of projects to rural communities. 

The Society also pays for the 

subscription to the School’s FilmClub, an 

educational charity scheme that 

provides young people with the 

opportunity to watch, discuss and 

review a diverse range of films. Perhaps 

the most visible support has been given 

to The Wells Centre and I am able to 

report that the Society has made a 

substantial donation to the building 

fund, which included the gift that John 
Rimer (P1956-60) had left to the OA 

Society in his Will. Opened in mid 

September, The Wells Centre ties 

together a sympathetically converted 

building, which many will remember as 

the old tuck shop, with a new multi use 

modern building that has many unique 

features. OAs attending the OA Dinner 

on Friday 16 November will be given a 

guided tour of the new facilities, 

followed by a musical recital. If you 

haven’t given to the project yet, please 

do consider making a donation to 

support the School in its development 

programme.

 

Mentoring
One of the new services the Society is 

now offering to members is mentoring, 

for younger OAs who are at an early/mid 

career stage. Our panel of 10 OA 

mentors have volunteered their time  

to meet with mentees and discuss any 

aspect of personal or career 

development. If you think you would 

find benefit from this support, please  

get in touch with Ann Saffery, 

Development and OA Manager, who will 

help match you with an appropriate 

mentor. 

John McAllister
I should like to say how saddened we all 

were to learn of the sudden death of 

John McAllister (CR1967-2005) in 

March.  A huge gathering of OAs 

attended his funeral in Radlett and over 

300 people went to the memorial service 

at Aldenham in August; our sympathies 

go to John’s wife Glen and their family. 

The funeral address by The Rev’d Canon 

Joseph Hawes (SHO1978-83), which we 

have reproduced for you on page 38, 

captures wonderfully so much of John’s 

life, I do hope you will read it. 

And finally
There are many OA events and the 

details can be found throughout the 

magazine, please support them. Feel 

free to write to me if you have any 

thoughts about how the Society could 

improve or develop. Our hardworking 

committee is always glad to hear of 

ways in which we can help serve the 

needs of all our members. Enjoy the 

magazine! 

Neil Sutherland, OBE (B1966-70)
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aldenham.net
Members of aldenham.net, the OA Business Networking 
group, were invited to Brewers’ Hall to see Artefacts from the 
Brewers’ Company archives and to join the Headmaster in 
celebrating the progress of The Wells Centre Development, 
with OAs, Parents and other Benefactors. 

The event in May at Brewers’ Hall 

was a celebration both of progress 

on The Wells Centre and also of 

the ancient links between the Brewers’ 

Company and the School. On display, by 

permission of the Guildhall Museum, 

was the original charter to found the 

School given to Richard Platt by Queen 

Elizabeth I. In the Diamond Jubilee year, 

we are especially keen to recognise that 

our School’s origins go back to the first 

Elizabethan age. We are linking these 

facts together this year with the first 

completion of the Brewers’ Bowl 

competition which will be competed for 

by boys’ and girls’ senior houses and 

includes competitions in music, drama, 

chess, business challenge, public 

speaking and archery. The last element 

commemorates the wish of the founder 

in his original instructions that boys were 

to play only on Thursday afternoons with 

aldenham.net members met parents & staff at Brewers’ hall, London

Master: John Coles (SHO1955-59).

The Old Aldenhamian Lodge is a 

Freemason’s Lodge for former 

students and staff of Aldenham 

School. Lodge meetings are held four 

times a year in central London and 

membership opens up affiliation to the 

world wide fraternity of Freemasons. 

For further information, please refer to  

www.oldaldenhamian.org

‘bows and arrows for the better exercising of 

their bodies’. The aim of aldenham.net is to 

provide opportunities for OAs to meet 

informally to exchange business details, 

which may be mutually beneficial. 

To join the group, please register  

your interest with Jackie Wilkie  

jackie@aldenham.com 

Members are invited to host or 

suggest venues for future events, usually 

in and around the London area. 

If you have any ideas for the future  

or would like to join the group, please 

contact the Development and  

OA Office. 

Tel: 01923 851612  

Email: oas@aldenham.com 

Freemasonry
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OA Day
Sunday 24th June 2012 saw the return of over 160 OAs & 
Former Staff with their partners, friends and family 
members to Aldenham, set to enjoy a day of reminiscence 
and celebration. 

Guests were greeted in the 

building, which opened in 

December 1962 as Kennedy’s 

House - now the Junior House, 

Martineau’s (for 11 – 13 year old boys 

and girls), by outgoing Kennedy’s 

Housemaster, Nick Pietreck (CR2002-12), 
incoming Kennedy’s Housemaster, 

Charlie Irish (CR2001-Present) and 

Martineau’s Housemistress, Louise Gall 
(CR2004-Present) for coffee. They had 

the opportunity to view memorabilia, 

meet current students and see the 

facilities as they are today.

With some of the very first Kennedy’s 

residents present: Vera Wallace-Hadrill, 
the first Housemaster’s wife and Matron 

(1962-72), her daughter, Mary Galvin, 

Housemaster’s wife and Matron 

(1984-89), Austin Galvin (CR1970-2006), 
Peter Croft (K1962-66), Nick Hall 
(K1962-66) and Robin Worrall (K1962-66), 

Kennedy’s House – Gaudy Reunion and  
50th Anniversary Celebration

Messages were sent by those who could 
not be present and are printed here:

Bob (R.J.) Kershaw (1964-67)
Due to an unavoidable commitment in 
Belgium, regrettably, I am unable to attend 
this special reunion. However, it does not 
prevent me from sending all best wishes to 
one and all who may remember me. Please 
have a thoroughly enjoyable day.

Richard Orme (2002-06) 
I hope it is a wonderful occasion. Best 
wishes.

Perry Kansagra (1987-92)
Due to work commitments I am unable to 
attend. I hope the Gaudy is very successful.

William Godfree (1967-72)
Sadly I have to withdraw from this event  
in order to attend a memorial service,  
very disappointing, I was greatly looking 
forward to it.

Naill Robson (1979-84)
Greetings to you all.

Thomas Clarke (2005-10)
I have great memories of Kennedy’s. A 
great place, great students and great staff. 
Congratulations on 50 years.

Richard (Dick) Hall (1969-74)
Unfortunately work has precluded me from 
attending. For your interest I have 
maintained my sporting links with the OAs 
having played Football (until I was 48), 
Cricket (until 40), Hockey (until 26) and 
still playing golf. I was Secretary of the OA 
Society for 5 years – so have enjoyed 
maintaining my links with Aldenham. Do 
please get in touch and hope you have a 
great day. 

John Murch (1964-69)
Sad to read of the loss of Donald Newton 
(CR1962-91) a Kennedy’s House Tutor and 
a very decent man.

James Goodwin (1980-85)
Best wishes to my contemporaries.  
I continue to work for myself in the art 
market and am currently living in Ipswich. 

Paul ‘Charlie’ Bromwich (1970-75)
Best wishes to everyone who was at 
Kennedy’s with me.

Nick Hallam (1961-66)
Very sorry not to make it. Have a great 
day. I was one of the first batch of pupils  
in Kennedy’s, moving there after a year  
in School House Odds.

Paul Cheetham (CR1996-99 & 2003-07) 
Unfortunately we can’t now be with you.  
It would have been lovely to celebrate 
Kennedy’s anniversary with you and hear 
how you are all getting on. Have a good 
day. Best wishes from Dawn and me.

Nick Baker (1982-87)
Unfortunately as a proud House member  
I am unable to attend due to a hip op. , but 
wish to pass on a big thank you, especially 
to Austin Galvin and Chris Arkell for 
‘bringing me up the right way!’

David Wilson (1966-71)
I live in S.W. France and would be pleased 
to hear from any contemporaries who have 
also emigrated.

Robert Hill (1964-69)
A family event precludes me from 
attending. Hope the day goes well.

John Crownshaw (1964-67)
Sorry to miss this reunion due to holiday. 
My best wishes to any OAs from my era.  
If you are visiting Devon at anytime please 
let me know.

meSSAge BoArd

along with some of the most recent 

leavers, 50 years of the newest, senior 

House at Aldenham was celebrated  

in style. 

A rousing Chapel service was 

organised and conducted by The Rev’d 
Andrew Stead (CR1994-Present), 
current Chaplain and Housemaster of 

Kennedy’s 2002-07. The Sermon was 

given by The Revd. Matthew Lawson 
(K1981-86), readings by Trevor Barton 
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(K1971-75) and Nick Pietreck (CR2002-
12). Following the service, guests were 

guided through The Wells Centre, for its 

first ever ‘public’ viewing. 

At a pre-lunch reception in the 

School Library, guests were formally 

welcomed by the Headmaster, James 

Fowler. who highlighted several things 

that make Kennedy’s unique: It’s the 

only House with its own zebra crossing, 

it has extraordinary family links 

between the Housemasters, past and 

present, it’s the only House currently 

represented on the Governing body by 

Trevor Barton (K1971-75) and Alan Day 
(K1969-74), who were both in 

attendance. He was also proud to 

announce that it is the only House to 

have awarded him an honours tie!

Neil Sutherland (B1966-70) also 

addressed the gathering and spoke of 

the diversity of the group, the oldest 

being Geoffrey Prall (SHE1936-40), the 

youngest Sam Bonnerman (K2004-11) 
and the furthest travelled Richard 
Seville (K1973-78), who came with his 

wife, Anne, from Queensland, Australia. 

Neil also presented Trevor Barton with  

a gift from the OA Society, in recognition 

of the years he served on the  

OA Committee and as Editor of 

Aldenhamiana. He introduced James 
James-Crook (M1968-72) as the new 

Editor, thanked everyone for coming and 

wished them an enjoyable afternoon.

The celebration continued with a 

three course lunch in the Dining Hall, 

with numbers spilling over into the 

Masters’ Dining Room, such was the 

popularity of the event.

The weather was kind and certainly 

much more pleasant than the ‘cold 

December morning under greying skies’ 

reported when the £140,000 John 

Kennedy House was officially opened  

50 years ago by Lord McNair of Gleniffer 
(SH1898-1902).

geoffrey Prall (Sh1936-40) was the oldest 

oA present on oA day
trevor Barton accepting his gift
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Richard Platt Society
Aldenham recently received a gift of £270,000 from the Will 
of Rodney Cyril Alban FitzGerald MA (Oxon), MBE (B1939-41), 
known to his friends as Fitz. The money is to be used for 
financial support for students with outstanding sporting 
ability and so will really help the School to promote sporting 
prowess into the future. See Obituary Section (p.51) - Rodney 
FitzGerald born 16 January 1924, died 6 February 2012.

Fitz planted an oak tree in the 

School grounds, between the 

Pavilion & Beevor’s House, in 1984 

to commemorate a visit by The Lord 

Mayor, the gift is also to be used to 

maintain this tree.

The gift of a legacy or bequest is one 

important way in which those who wish 

to support Aldenham financially can do 

so. The Richard Platt Society was 

established in 2004 to honour those 

people who have informed the School 

that they intend leaving a gift in their 

Will to Aldenham.

Richard Platt was the founder of 

Aldenham School and his name was 

chosen for the Society as, in his own Will, 

he left orders for the establishment of 

the School and he acknowledged his own 

fortune as being ‘myne owne inheritance 

lefte me by myne Auncestors as well for the 

instruction of poore mennes children.’ 

By leaving a legacy or gift to Aldenham 

you can follow in the footsteps of our 

founder.

Richard Platt Society Members are 

invited to special events in recognition 

of the commitment they have made  

to the School.

Should you have any questions, 

please contact:

Ann Saffery
Development Manager

Aldenham School, Elstree, Hertfordshire 

WD6 3AJ

Tel: 01923 851 612

Email: aesaffery@aldenham.com

the plaque

richard Platt, 1600, aged 76
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The pre-dinner talk was presented 

by Professor Sir Martin Sweeting 
OBE (B1964-70), Director of the 

Surrey Space Centre and CEO of Surrey 

Satellite Technology Ltd. His talk 

highlighted the modern world’s 

dependence on satellite technology  

and how this continues to develop with 

some astonishing ideas for the future. 

Bookings are now being taken for this year’s 

OA Dinner to be held on Friday 16th 

November in the Dining Hall at Aldenham 

with pre-dinner entertainment in The Wells 

Annual OA Dinner 2011
Over 80 people attended the Annual OA Society Dinner at Aldenham on 
Friday 18th November 2011. It was a splendid occasion and a great 
opportunity to catch up with friends and to forge new acquaintances 
with fellow OAs, their partners and associates.

Centre and an opportunity to view the 

facilities in this recently opened development. 

We are expecting this to be a popular 

event, so please book early using the booking 

form at the end of the magazine. 

 The OA Committee is already 

considering venues for the 2013 Annual 

Dinner. Although Aldenham is a popular 

location for this event, judging by the 

increasing take up over the last few 

years, it is felt that a London venue may 

be more convenient for some people. 

Suggestions so far include:

★ St Pancras Hotel

★ RAF Club 

★ East India Club

★  RS Hispaniola (a floating restaurant 

on the Thames)

The Committee invites further suggestions 

and asks for preferences to be expressed, 

so that a final decision can be made and 

announced. Please contact the OA Office 

with your thoughts.
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On the pitch, we had a great influx 

of new players, Reece Bennison 
(R2004-11), Richard Hall 

(B2204-11), Dan Kitchen (B2009-11) and 

Max Raby (L2004-11) joining straight 

from School and new faces, Tom Hall 
(B2000-07), Jason Adebisi (M2003-05), 
Elliot Edwards (L2005-10) and Julian 
Anyiam-Osigwe (B1999-2006).

With a good influx of new quality 

footballers, this was always going to be  

a season of transition. There were some 

great moments, from both teams: The 

First Team beating Old Chigwellians in 

the Arthur Dunn Cup and then Old 

Malvernians away with 10 men. The 2nd 

Team won against an excellent Old Kings 

(Wimbledon) 2nd team 5-4 at home and 

thrashed Old Westminsters 2nd Team 

8-3 away. Despite being very good teams 

on paper, it has been a mediocre season 

in terms of league results.

All said, the behaviour of all the 

players on the pitch must be 

commended. I have seen a marked 

improvement and have feedback from 

referees to back this up.

On another note, the pitches were in 

Old Aldenhamian Football Club 
Season 2011/12

Last season was definitely one of change. Off the pitch,  
we had a new Chairman and a new committee determined 
to take responsibility for mistakes that had been made in 
previous seasons and carry on the good work that had 
already been started.

fantastic condition all year round and 

have been commented on regularly – 

thank you Roy (Roy Hanshaw, 

Groundsman)!

The 2012/13 season has started well 

and a few new faces have turned up, as 

well as the older ones. Aldenham hosted 

the Arthurian League’s inaugural Jim 

Dixson 6-a-side Memorial Tournament 

on Sunday 2nd September, the first time 

it has ever been hosted outside Chigwell 

or Charterhouse. A big coup!

I’d like to thank the OAFC Committee, 

the OA Society, Nick Pulman (CR1977-
Present), James Fowler, Headmaster, also 

Andy Dawson (SH&RH1989-94), 
Lettings Manager and Roy Hanshaw for 

their tireless work over the Season.

Martyn Berg (B1989-94) 
OAFC Chairman

two oAfC teams warming up before the annual School matches. Adam Williams, owen Jenkins, 

rob Blackman, Ben Weinberg, marnix garner, Yohei otsuka, matthew miel, matthew Wallace, 

daniel Shafron, hamoun Jamali, William Collier, ollie Salami, Scott Smith, Chris Papadopoulo, 

dominic Stevens.
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A minute’s silence for John mcAllister - old Aldenhamians iis v old harrovians iis (League 

match) at harrow School, may 2012. Julian Anyiam-osigwe, Jonathan Larkin, Koray Camgoz, 

gareth thomas, Adam Caesari (Capt), daniel ryan, Andre Sharma, Adam Williams, martyn Berg, 

toks Sotande-Peters, marnix garner, Paltiel obadan.

old Aldenhamians v old Chigwellians (Arthur dunn Cup match) at Aldenham School  

november 2011.  

Back Row: max raby, Jason Adebisi, ross Pincus, Ben Weinberg, matthew miel,  

Chris Papadopoulo, thomas Beckley, Conor Woolley, martyn Berg, toks Sotande-Peters

Front Row: Kevin Worsnop, hamoun Jamali, Patrick harding, ollie Salami, tom hall

Result of 6-a-side Football on 2nd 
September 2012 at Aldenham:  

Won by Old Carthusians 5-0 against 
Old Kings Scholars.
 
Old Aldenhamian First XI team lost to 
Old Carthusians in the Quarter-finals 
and Old Aldenhamian Second XI 
team lost in the semi-finals to Old 
Kings Scholars in a thrilling penalty 
shoot-out!

oAfC uPdAte
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After last year’s inaugural Past 

versus Present Hockey match,  

it was a delight to see another 

strong Old Boys’ team assemble to take 

on the Staff and pupils this year at the 

School. The match was keenly fought 

and much enjoyed all round with the 

winning result going to the School team. 

Overall, the game gives valuable 

experience to some of our promising 

younger members and introduces  

them to some of the best players  

we have produced. 

Despite a wealth of experience and 

numerous international caps on display, 

sporting heros can emerge from the 

unlikeliest of places. It was Mike 
Yeabsley (CR2008-Present), Head of 

Cricket, who netted twice to everyone’s 

amazement to help secure a 3-2 win for 

the Staff and pupils and level the record 

at one win apiece in what I very much 

hope will become a permanent part of 

the School year. My thanks go to Mark 
Turpin (B1999-2004) for organising the 

Old Boys’ side and we look forward to 

next year when, hopefully, the Old Girls 

will be forming a team as well.

Old Aldenhamian Hockey 
Season 2011/12
Tim Milton (CR1991-Present), Geography teacher and Head of 
Hockey and Assistant Director of Sport, sent the following report: 

oA hockey team Past v Present 27/6/2012 from left to right: rupert embleton-Smith (K2000-

05), miles edson (B1999-2006), Conor Woolley (P1999-2006), Josh rose (B1994-99), iain 

fraser (P2000-07), ed Seaman (r2003-08), richard ripper (K2003-08), mark turpin (B1999-

2004), matthew Lench (L2006-11).
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Twenty four players turned out for 

the Aldenham competition this 

year, with several players from 

North Oxford, despite being scheduled 

for a second game at Marlborough 

School in Wiltshire later the same day. 

All pairs played five games of 20 

minutes each with a sixth game played 

to determine the overall winners. 

Graham and Darshan were awarded the 

Jim Fredenham Cup and Heath shirts by 

the Master of Ceremonies, Jim 

Fredenham from Aldenham. It was also 

Jim’s job to select two players who gave 

their all and “played out of their socks” 

- he chose North Oxford’s Karen Hird 

and Aldenham’s Dave Goad (SHE1973-
78) to receive the accolade. 

The event closed with a barbecue, 

which was enjoyed by everyone. 

The Fives Club meets weekly at 

Aldenham on Tuesday nights from 

7.30pm and welcomes new players.  

If you are interested in joining, please 

email Phil Lyndon (K1976-81)  
phil@columncomm.co.uk or Andrew Fraser 
bursar@aldenham.com

Aldenham Fives Club 

Amidst bright sunshine Graham Pulsford (M1971-75)  
and Darshan Patel (R2005-12) overcame strong competition, 
from Chris Austin and Richard Dennis, to win the final of the 
Annual Heath Tournament on Sunday 13th May 2012. Chris 
and Richard now play for Aldenham, although they attended 
Wolverhampton Grammar School and Berkhamsted School 
respectively. 

Heath Tournament

New membership subscription 

arrangements were 

unanimously approved at the 

Society’s AGM in 2002 to enable the 

Society to provide members with  

an improved service, in particular 

expansion and improvement of the  

OA website.

All existing Life Members who left 

the School twenty years ago or more  

are invited to pay a voluntary annual 

subscription to the Society. An 

appropriate sum would be £10 per 

annum though the Society would 

welcome larger amounts. 

If you left School in Summer 1992  

or before, you are invited to start paying 

a voluntary annual subscription to  

the Society.  

Should you wish to make a voluntary 

annual subscription, please complete 

the Standing Order form at the end of 

the magazine and return it to the 

Development & OA Office.

Practice night

Is it time to 
renew your OA 
subscription?

from l to r: Chris Austin, richard dennis, 

graham Pulsford (m1971-75) & darshan 

Patel (r2006-12)
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Richard Morris commented: ‘The 

School can indeed be proud of 

their boys and I was particularly 

impressed with Leon Karsten (B2011-12)
who has been on exchange from 

Germany for the past year - just wish I 

could hit the ball as far as him with a 

‘small headed’ club off the tee!

I was glad that he had obviously been 

educated by David Boothby in the art of 

British humour and gamesmanship! 

Oliver Baker (K2011-Present) was a bit 

quieter but still hit the ball way past the 

Old Boy!!

Thanks again to David Boothby for 

organising and I hope to see you again 

at Denham with the Brewers’ Company 

match, if not before’.

Ian Eggleden thanked Ann Saffery for 

taking the photos and his review 

follows: ‘It was a close match with the 

School’s top pair, Leon Karstn and Oliver 

Baker losing 4 & 3 (I think) to Daniel 
Andrews (B2003-07) and Richard Morris 
(SHE1962-67), OAGS Captain for 2012. 

This lead was countered by the 3rd pair, 

Chris Milligan and Henry Garnett, who 

beat Neil Melvill (K1965-70) and Martin 
Jeens (SH1956-61) by the same margin.

The School 2nd pair, Alex Milligan 
(L2007-Present) and James MacAlpine 
(B2009-Present), had an epic battle with 

Ian Dowdeswell (M1975-81) and me. It 

was all square as we started the 10th 

hole and the OAs won 10 and 11 but lost 

12 so the OAs were 1 up. A lost ball at 13 

gave us an advantage and we won the 14th 

to go 3 up with only 4 to play. The 15th 

was halved then a superb chip by Alex 

at 16 which hit the flag and two solid 

shots on the 17th, left the OAs pegged 

back to 1 up with only the 18th to play. 

Another good approach shot to the green 

gave the School hope but the OAs dug deep 

Old Aldenhamian Golfing Society 

Ian Eggleden (SHE1958-63) and Richard Morris (SHE1962-67) 
review the match between OA Golf and the School held in 
July at Porters Park Golf Club, Radlett and organised by David 
Boothby (CR1985-Present), Maths teacher and Chairman of 
Common Room.

to get their 3rd shot fairly close which 

secured the half for a famous OA victory.

Both James and Alex played some great 

golf and I can honestly say it was one of 

the most enjoyable matches I have played 

for a long time, played in a great spirit 

with the right balance of competitiveness 

and sportsmanship. As I have already 

said to David Boothby, we played against 

6 boys of whom the School and their 

parents should be very proud.

Neil and Martin told me that Henry 

was a remarkably talented player despite 

his bag of clubs being taller than he was 

but this will no doubt change by next year 

given his ability to devour a considerable 

quantity of crisps in 5 minutes!

2012 review

from l to r: richard morris (She1962-67), 

daniel Andrews (B2000-07), Leon Karsten 

(B2011-Present) & oliver Baker (K2011-Present)
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The School 1st XI played a visiting 

team comprising parents, 

teachers, OAs and friends of the 

School. John Dewes (B1940-45) is the 

only OA to have played Test cricket,  

but with talent flourishing at the  

School there is hope for a successor  

in the future. 

John Dewes Cricket Match

Cricketers from the ‘Celebration Decades’ of the 1940s (when 
London last hosted the Olympics), 1950s (when Queen 
Elizabeth II was crowned) and 2000 (the new millennium) 
were invited to the John Dewes match.

26th June 2012

Sadly John himself was unable to attend 

the match, but was represented by three 

keen supporters, Frank Rogers 
(SHE1953-58), Peter Shaw (B1952-56) 
and John Stainer (M1956-59). The 

English summer claimed the day when 

rain set in after tea and the match 

ended in a draw.

from l to r: John Stainer, Peter Shaw  

and frank rogers 
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Taking advantage of a School 

break James Fowler, Headmaster, 

and his wife, Dr. Charlotte Fowler 

picked a perfect week, weather wise, to 

visit NY.

There was a very good turnout 

indeed. We had 14 OAs and their 

companions spanning the years from 

1950 to 2002 and representing all houses. 

Geographically, the OAs came from 

along the East Coast from Connecticut 

through New York down to Virginia and 

North Carolina and even from Illinois.

The party began at my office atop the 

Chrysler Building. This was a big draw 

Peter Shaerf (P1967-71) reports

April 21st heralded the first OA gathering in New York since 
2003. It was high time!

- the office, in the bottom of the spire, 

affords wonderful views of the City 

and the perfect weather created great 

opportunities for photography and for 

soaking up the NY atmosphere.

We then walked a couple of blocks 

to a delightful Italian restaurant 

where the evening continued with a 

fine, jovial spirit that allowed OAs of 

different generations to share and 

hear from the Headmaster of the 

developments at the School.

New friendships were forged, old 

ones renewed and the Aldenham spirit 

was omnipresent.’

New York Dinner 2012

Front Row, from l to r: James fowler, headmaster, Jonathan Brett (m1963-68), michael Little 

(B1954-57), maggie hidderley (B2000-02), Babak Amirfeiz (Sho1978-81) 

Middle Row: Peter Shaerf (P1967-71), teja Safai (K1974-77), Charlotte ibarra (B1993-95),  

tom hidderley (Sho1959-62) 

Back Row: dick richards (m1963-68), timothy Scopes (She1965-70), mat north (r1991-96), 

Kiya Safai (K1974-77), rob gibbs (m1990-95), John dyson (Sho1950-55)

Did you know?

MV Glenartney

Under the Ship Adoption Scheme 
which paired schools with merchant 
ships bringing vital supplies across  
the Atlantic during the Second World 
War, the MV Glenartney was adopted 
by Aldenham in 1941. George Riding, 
Headmaster at the time, developed  
a strong friendship with the master, 
Capt. D C L Evans, who came to 
Aldenham on several occasions to 
create ‘an alliance of lasting friendship 
between ship and school’. Capt. Evans 
presented a framed navigational chart 
to Aldenham which still hangs in 
Beevor’s House and a model of  
MV Glenartney is on display in the 
School Chapel.
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Little Barwick House, a privately 

owned listed Dower House, in 

Yeovil Dorset, proved a popular 

location for the Regional Lunch. The 

only thing that went against us on the 

day was the weather. The howling winds 

and torrential rain made travel 

conditions treacherous and outside 

photography impossible. Fortunately the 

OA spirit was not dampened and the 42 

people present enjoyed a delightful meal 

in good company, sharing anecdotes of 

times at School and swapping interests.

OA Regional Lunch South West 2012

Peter hull (m1952-56), Sally hitch and Stephen hitch (P1954-58)

david hubble (P1955-59), frank rogers 

(She1953-58) and david meldrum  

(Sho1955-59)

david Keeling (m1948-53) and Kit Kershaw 

(Sho1948-53)

edred Bowman (m1948-52) and Andy Limb 

(Sh1971-76)

We would like to celebrate this 

by focusing on the ladies in 

the OA Society during this 

coming year. To that end we are inviting 

female OAs to come forward and tell us 

what you would like from the OA Society 

and help organise some events – 

supported by the existing Committee 

and the Development & OA Office at  

the School.

The Annual Dinner is on Friday 
16th November 2012

How about getting a table of OA Ladies 

together – to celebrate 30, 25, 20, 15, 10, 

5 years, or even 1 year, since leaving 

Aldenham? Remember that the 

Development & OA Office can help you 

find those OAs with whom you have  

lost contact.

it iS noW 30 YeArS SinCe the firSt girLS Left ALdenhAm 
And Joined the oA SoCietY. 

OA Day 2013 is scheduled for Sunday 

9th June.

We want to ensure this event 

continues to attract the growing 

numbers we have seen at House 

Gaudies over the last few years. 

 A ‘Ladies’ Day’ is one idea, when 

Aldenham will welcome OAs, wives, 

girlfriends, mothers, daughters and 

sisters to a special event. 

If you would like to get involved with 

activities please contact the 

Development & OA Office.

Ann Saffery
Email: aesaffery@aldenham.com  

or Jackie Wilkie
Email: Jackie@aldenham.com
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The aim of the scheme is to share 

the very wide career experience 

within the Society, for the benefit 

of younger members.

What is mentoring? 
A mentor guides or advises someone 

through a career journey that they 

themselves have undergone and offers 

the benefit of career experience. There 

are no hard and fast rules for 

Mentoring scheme
The new OA Mentoring scheme was launched on Saturday 
22nd September 2012, with a briefing and workshop for 
Mentors run by the President, Neil Sutherland. So far, 10 OAs 
have registered their interest in helping to guide and support 
fellow members of the Society along their career and 
personal development paths.

mentoring; the roles and meeting 

frequencies are flexible to meet the 

needs of both mentor and mentee.

Discussions
Usually at 4 - 6 monthly intervals and 

can include such topics as discussing 

future career choices, guidance on 

running complex projects or initiatives, 

advice on usefulness of MBA or post 

graduate programmes or simply helping 

the individual to make sense of the 

challenges currently facing them. 

Mentors get satisfaction from ‘giving 

something back’ and it is usually a 

rewarding and fulfilling experience. 

Of the 10 registered Mentors, 4 OAs 

were able to attend the briefing and 

share their thoughts on how the scheme 

could work most efficiently and 

effectively. The Mentors’ profiles will be 

stored on the OA database, which can be 

viewed by members logging onto the OA 

Society’s website. Potential mentees 

should contact the OA Office to discuss 

their situation and who they might like 

as a Mentor. The OA Office will then help 

to ‘match up’ Mentors and Mentees and 

the rest is up to them. Mentors will meet 

together to discus progress and ideas for 

future development of the scheme. Ideas 

include offering career support and 

work experience opportunities to 

current pupils, which will be explored 

with the current Head of Sixth Form. 

If you would like to take part in this 

pilot mentoring scheme in either 

capacity, please email Neil Sutherland 

via Ann Saffery, Development & OA 

Manager, oas@aldenham.com, with a CV 

and an outline of your current area of 

business.

 

Neil Sutherland
President OA Society

mentors from left to right: reza Sarraf-Yazdi, david hayes, Sunil Pankhania,  

neil Sutherland oBe mA and indra Sikdar

Bajaria, Chirag Dinesh SH&R1987-92 IT

Buzzard, Paul Jeremy CR1979-84 Banking & Finance

Hayes, David Wingate Stuart SHO1963-68 Law & Charity

Mac, Dominic  K1988-93 Management 

Nicholas, Robert James M1975-80 Building & Architecture

Pankhania, Sunil L1993-2000 Property

Sarraf-Yazdi, Reza K1997-2002 Learning & Development 

Sikdar, Indrajeet Kumar SH1985-90 Banking & Finance

Templeman, David Peter R1995-98 

Watts, Marcus Redmayne M1976-81 Travel & Gap Services

mentorS

OA BOW TIE
Thinking of attending the 
OA Dinner and want to 
look your best?

The OA Bow Tie can be purchased 

either from: Stevensons & Len Smiths 

Schools Outfitters,  

131-139 Victoria Street, St Albans,  

AL1 3XS 

Tel: 01727 814 368

Email: sales@stevensons.co.uk

or from the School shop Mon – Fri 

1pm – 4pm during term time. 



The Wells Centre
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On Tuesday 20th September 2011 

David Thompson, Master of  the 

Worshipful Company of Brewers 

2012 and a Governor of the School, was 

given the honour to turn the first sod for 

The Wells Centre Development. Almost 

a year to the day later, on Friday 14th 

September 2012, John Wells DL, Former 

Governor, officially opened this magnificent 

new development at Aldenham School. 

This exciting event marked the 

realisation of a vision held by Governors 

of the School since John Wells was in the 

Chair at the turn of the millennium. In 

2006, when James Fowler took up the 

Headship at Aldenham, he was impressed 

by John’s passion to provide “a really 

good Sixth Form Centre” and worked 

with him and successive Governors 

towards fulfilling a plan that would 

provide this as well as other priorities 

for the School. The development plan has 

seen the opening of the Theatre in 2007 

and a new, Junior Boarding House in 2008. 

James was delighted that John Wells was 

able to open “his” building in person.

Now fully functional, The Wells 

Centre is in constant use, during the 

School day, by the Sixth Form and the 

Music Department and often in the 

evenings for meetings and concerts. The 

Apthorp Room and the Foyer on the first 

floor provide a unique and versatile 

space for School events and with a street 

entrance, the facility is also available for 

community use and public lettings.

In his address to the invited guests at 

the opening ceremony, James Fowler 

thanked a range of people who had 

significantly contributed to the building, 

in particular the architects, Kate and 

Simon Watkins of HUB, the building 

contractor – Mansells, the project 

managers - Cushman and Wakefield, the 

teaching staff who helped to ensure that 

the building was appropriate for 

students of all ages and in many 

different disciplines. Thanks also went 

to Andrew Fraser, the Bursar, and Hugh 

Bailey, Head of Estates, who oversaw the 

project so that not a single lesson was 

lost during the construction phase. He 

also thanked the Governing Body and, of 

course, the donors to the fundraising 

appeal, many of whom were present to 

celebrate the opening event. Two 

especial contributions were highlighted: 

david thompson, master of the Worshipful 

Company of Brewers 2011, turning the first 

sod for the Wells Centre on tuesday 20th 

September 2011 old Sixth form Common room is demolished

the Wells Centre from top field

John Wells cuts the ribbon 

on 14th September 2012 
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firstly that of John Rimer (P1956-60), 
whose generosity to the School and the 

OA Society will be remembered in The 

Rimer Room, a Careers Library and 

secondly, that of the Apthorp family 

after whom the magnificent upper 

meeting room is named. 

After the ribbon cutting and 

unveiling of a commemorative plaque, 

guests were met by current School Praes 

to tour the new facilities from the 

exceptionally well appointed Music 

Technology classroom and the 

Psychology suite, to a Sixth Form Centre 

with a Careers Library that will put the 

students’ future development at the 

centre of their thinking and with what 

Brian Apthorp (P1951-56)

must be one of the finest views in 

Hertfordshire. On the upper floor they 

were shown the Apthorp Room and the 

Foyer where the green oak frame, a key 

feature of the building, is most evident. 

The impressive beams, taken from 

young trees, are at the heart of the 

development and have been carefully 

shaped and positioned to create an 

inspiring and welcoming atmosphere. 

James Fowler said of this special feature:

 “This is of course a wonderful 

metaphor for the work of Aldenham, in 

taking young and promising individuals 

and shaping them to feel part of the 

whole, interlocking and supporting each 

other as well as the wider community”.

neil Sutherland with Anne rimer
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A concert, organised by John Wyatt 
(CR1994-Present), Director of Music, and 

involving current and former students 

was a demonstration of the talent that 

has grown, and continues to develop 

through Music at Aldenham. 

John introduced individual 

performers giving a background about 

each of them and where the careers of 

the OAs have taken them. Eleven year 

old Abigail James undoubtedly stole the 

hearts of the audience, with her solo 

violin performance of Air Varie by 

Charles de Beriot. OAs, Christopher 
Field (B2004-11), Kristian Schuhmacher 
(R2003-08), Carl Rennie (M2003-10), 
Owen Davis (L2001-08) and April 
Koyejo (P2008-10) were all impressive 

and obviously enjoyed the opportunity 

to return to School and perform in the 

improved music space. 

The next opportunity for OAs to see 

The Wells Centre and to enjoy a similar 

musical treat will be at the Annual 

Having seen the plans months ago 
and watched the old building fall 
down, it was exciting to finally walk 
the floor in Spring this year. Even 
then, it was difficult to visualise how 
each room would look and function. 
Finally, on handover day, with 
everything painted and flooring 
down, I gained a much better 
impression. Even though IT, electrical 
additions and furniture were still 
missing it was now possible to 
imagine working in the building. 

The first impressions were the views 
through the glass fronted Sixth Form 
social area and from the Apthorp 
Room. Aldenham looked wonderful 
- even though the contractors still 
occupied the foreground.

I believe the students will be 
impressed. Talks, teaching and 
careers’ presentations will be uplifted 
by the quality of the surroundings - 
the oak ageing gradually with a 
feeling of space and light. We 
certainly have a building of which  
to be proud. The challenge remains  
to keep it immaculate!”

Bob Collins (CR2003-Present)
Head of Sixth Form

Sixth form

John Wells, david thompson and James 

fowler at the opening of the Wells Centre

John Wells dL

Attendees listen to the speeches

owen davis (L2001-08)

Dinner on Friday 16th November,  

as John has kindly agreed to gather 

together more talent for a pre-dinner 

music recital.

View from the Apthorp room
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Alaskan gold
To celebrate their Golden Wedding on 24 February 2012,  
Basil Maddox (SHE1951-56) and his wife, Jennifer, made  
a special trip to Alaska. 

Basil told us that he wrote to 

Jennifer for a whole year while he 

was in the Sixth Form at Aldenham. 

He recalls on p.48 of Aldenham School- 

A Foundation for Success, given to him by 

his family as a birthday present, that she 

was not the girl he had danced with at 

the Annual Dance held in 1954 in School 

House Dining Room who happened to be 

Head Girl of St Helen’s School, Northwood. 

‘It’s difficult to visualise Aldenham as 

a mixed school now. Back in the 1950’s 

the tuckshop, situated at the Chapel 

end, was a clothing store run by 

Gorringes and you needed clothing 

coupons to shop there. I’m so glad to 

hear a new use has been found for that 

rather nice building. 

Golden Weddings may be phasing out 

these days, so it’s interesting to note 

that my wife’s parents celebrated theirs; 

her sister has now done so and my sister 

is due to celebrate this year too. Must be 

a family tradition.’

Mark Uttley (L2003-07) has been 

awarded an MPhil in Economic and Social 

History with a distinction in this highly 

prestigious two year course at Oxford. 

As his father describes it, “Mark had 

not been identified as being particularly 

academic and his GCSE results were 

nothing special. From that point on, he 

found his feet and was an A pupil all the 

way. He took a First at Manchester in 

History and then went on to Oxford. 

His achievement is testament to the 

way Aldenham can bring out the best in 

pupils at different stages. He would like 

to pay particular tribute to his Sixth 

Form teachers in all four subjects he 

took along with the encouragement he 

received in Leeman’s House and from 

the rest of the School. 

Mark is now planning to become  

a lawyer in the City, eschewing all 

academic offers which have been 

forthcoming.” 

Past Pupil 
Success

On 3 August 2012, the Watford 

Observer reported that members 

of the Radlett Rotary Club had 

inducted a new president, James Jarrett 
(S1953-58). A member of Radlett Rotary 

since 1984, he initially became president 

15 years ago.

“I hope to raise the profile of the club 

through our various fundraising 

committees, all of whom are very 

supportive”, James explains. 

Local community
James Jarrett (SHE1953-58)

“Rotary has a very important role in 

today’s society, we are actively trying to 

eliminate polio worldwide. In previous 

years the club has helped with Rotary’s 

worldwide Polio Plus Campaign, 

donating cash to see the disease 

eliminated in third world countries.

It is not just charities overseas that 

have benefitted from the club’s 

activities. We have a lot of involvement 

with the local community.” Money raised 

from Rotary’s charity events will go  

to James Jarrett’s selected cause – the 

Children’s Society, a cause particularly 

close to his heart. “Before my late wife 

died, Gillian was very interested the 

Children’s Society so I hope to continue 

the support she gave before she  

passed away.”

The Children’s Society works very 

much like Barnardo’s, caring for children 

and supporting children’s homes.  

“As a grandfather of three, I know how 

important it is to support this charity. 

We’re also looking to see if we can help 

improve the facilities for Red House in 

Radlett which provides primary care.”

Basil and Jennifer maddox
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Charity golf 
tour

Bill Waite (CR1983-02), Honorary OA 

and former parent, sent details about 

his Charity Golf Tour.

You can follow Bill’s progress on his 

daily blog during his challenge to raise 

awareness of Parkinson’s and other 

neurological conditions.

View his website: www.PDpG.org.uk

After leaving Beevor’s in 1952, I 

served the obligatory two years’ 

national service in the Royal 

Artillery, meeting my contemporary 

Robin Ashby (B1948-51), followed by 

four years at Durham University gaining 

a Classics Degree and Teaching Diploma 

- the latter being a ‘second string’ in 

case following my first love of railways 

proved unrealistic.  A successful main 

career with British Rail ensued, which 

led on to a second and continuing 

international rail consultancy career, 

largely involving updating of outdated 

rail systems across the globe, seemingly 

in countries that others are reluctant to 

visit! This has now culminated in design 

leadership of the new Afghan rail 

system. Last year was spent mainly in 

Afghanistan and another five month 

mission now looms.

Until late last year when our first line 

opened, Afghanistan had been devoid of 

railways. A national system covering 

main traffic corridors will now be 

created in parallel with letting of mining 

concessions, with the aspiration of 

establishing the country on an economic 

footing.  The Afghan system will also 

provide rail access for Central Asia in 

general through to the Indian Ocean and 

world markets - a region that has only 

‘enjoyed’ access to Russia and the old 

USSR in the past.

Life in Afghanistan is very interesting 

and exciting - too much so at times. I 

have had some escapades: the Taliban 

demolished my Kabul guest house last 

April, providentally two days before I 

arrived! Living conditions need some 

re-adjustment and the almost total lack 

of female company is strange. I have also 

taken the opportunity to travel extensively 

in Central Asia. Having studied Kubla 

Khan under Donald Parren (CR1943-61)’s 

tutelage, I never dreamed that I would 

ever visit such areas.

Apart from economic benefits it is 

hoped that, by promoting population 

mobility, a more settled political scene 

will be achieved. We shall hope! 

A letter from Afghanistan
David Brice (B1948-52)

 

The lengthening list of my contemporaries’ names in the 
Aldenhamiana obituary column prompts me to write a few 
lines before it becomes too late!

Edred Nigel Bowman (M1948-1952) 
wrote to Frank Rogers, Honorary 

Secretary, last October and attended the 

Yeovil Lunch in April this year. He is a 

strong supporter of the School and has 

sponsored a beam in The Wells Centre, 

despite having never returned to 

Aldenham since he left in 1952! 

He has recently been promoted to 

Chairman, London Branch, of the 

Regimental Association The Prince of 

Wales’s Own Regiment of Yorkshire and 

he would be very interested to hear from 

any OAs who served in this Regiment or 

with its predecessors, The West 

Yorkshire 14th and East Yorkshire 15th. 

He served with the latter in Malaya 

1954-1955.

Do you remember Edred?

Dr Christopher Ernest Upton MBE, 
(M1944-48), attended the Regional 

Lunch in Yeovil earlier this year and  

told us that he had been awarded an 

MBE for his work with Diabetes UK. 

Chris wrote, ‘I hope that this might  

be of interest to other OAs. I received the 

citation for my work both as co-Founder 

of the Poole branch of the British 

Diabetic Association – now known  

as Diabetes UK and for services to 

Health Care.

I was a GP in Poole from 1959 to 1991 

and continued my interest in DUK Poole 

Branch for 48 years. I took part in 

training GPs as a GP tutor; a course 

organiser for Dorset; Examiner for the 

Royal College of General Practitioners 

and I maintained my interest in 

diabetes, both in General Practice and  

in part time, working at the Diabetic 

department of Poole General Hospital.

The investiture was held at Windsor 

Castle and the MBE was conferred on 

me by The Princess Royal. It was a most 

enjoyable event and process’.

MBE at 
Windsor 
Castle
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Also there was another familiar 

face nearby on the same page, 

that of Mark Hargreaves  
(SHE1947-52). His stated period at 

School was useful as it helped me to 

date the attached picture to the summer 

term of 1952. He organised a “jazz band” 

which produced many popular songs of 

the day, with vocalist Michael Bett 
(P1948-53), who stands ‘Cliff Richard’ 

like in the back row. We hired a trombone 

from Boosey & Hawkes but a week’s 

practice on it hardly produced a polished 

result, especially in “I see the moon”.

The front row features Mike (Don) 
Holland (SHO1950-55), David Henley 
Hamlyn (M1947-52), Mark Hargreaves 
(SHE1947-52), Mike Watts (P1949-54) 
and Brian Potter (P1949-53).  
Back row: Robin Baxter (SHE1950-55)), 
Mark Ball (B1949-54), David Jones 
(B1948-52), Geoffrey Clarke (SHE1948-
53), Bryan Blackborn (M1948-52), 
Michael Bett (P1948-53) and  

George D B Waddell (SH1950-52).
Three “music stands” show the 

initials HH - what did they stand for? 

Does anybody remember the “event”?

In reply
Mark Hargreaves emailed Mike Watts 

with the following: 

I have to be honest and say that  

I have only vague memories of the  

‘big’ band depicted in the photograph. 

What I do very clearly remember  

though is that a smaller group (Baxter, 

Holland, Hamlyn, Hargreaves, Watts, 

Clarke and Waddell) rehearsed regularly 

in order to prepare a ‘set’ for the end of 

term entertainment in summer ‘52. 

 As to our standard, Clarke was 

indeed a fine pianist and probably  

held things together. Hamlyn was also 

very competent and went on to be 

accepted into the Royal Marine Band 

Service for his National Service.  

You did remarkably well to pick up  

What did HH stand for?
Michael Watts (P1949-54) emailed the following on 26th October 
2011: It was amusing to read the account by Timothy George 
(P1950-55) of Paull’s production of Hamlet in Aldenhamiana 
No.39 and to see the familiar faces of the cast - looking a 
little older than when I had last seen them at the end of 1954.

the trombone as quickly as you did.

 Those music stands have a history  

of their own. I built them in the School 

joinery shop after lights out - being 

Captain of School House and having a 

key with which to come and go. 

On one particular evening, the old 

Headmaster of the School, Mr George 
Riding (19933-49), who left, I think, the 

term before you came to Aldenham, 

returned to School to stay a few nights 

and preach on Sunday. Taking a walk, he 

found me sawing away at 10.30pm. He 

seemed in no way fazed by this, and settled 

down for a good chat about my mother and 

her dog, both of whom he remembered.

 Your kindness in communicating has 

brought all sorts of memories of that 

time – Waddell’s solo of ‘Some Enchanted 

Evening’ for example.

 As to myself, I am retired after 51 

years’ service in the same prep school, 

St Anselm’s, here in Bakewell, fulfilling 

at various times the functions of Classics 

Master, Deputy Head, Director of Music, 

housemaster and swimming teacher. I 

thoroughly enjoyed it all and am now 

leading a quiet, lazy existence, regretting 

only that my younger brother, Victor 
John Hargreaves (B 1951-56) whom you 

may remember has died and we can’t do 

the travelling together that we had planned.

 I forgot to mention that I played for 

some while in a local brass band. Hardly 

great music but most companionable.

 Thanks again for getting in touch.  

A ‘treat’ for me. 

PS - The ‘HH’ on the music stands 

was because of a conceit of mine in 

calling the band Harry Hargreaves 

Hotlips Boys or something like that.  

The exuberance of youth!

I graduated in History from the 

University of Kent at Canterbury in 

1969, and then obtained a Ph.D. from 

the same university for a thesis on the 

Foreign Office before the First World 

War. After some years working in the 

Ministry of Defence I taught History at 

St John’s School, Leatherhead from  

A letter from France
Edward Corp (SHE 1961-65)

1978 to 1982. I was Head of the  

History Department at the British  

School of Paris until 1993, after which  

I was employed in French universities.  

I was Maître de Conférences (Senior 

Lecturer) at the Université de Paris VII 

until 2001, when I was promoted 

Professor of British History and 

Civilisation at the Université de 

Toulouse. I retired in 2011 and am now 

Emeritus Professor. My books include a 

three volume history of the Stuarts in 

exile (1689-1766) published by 

Cambridge University Press and Palgrave 

Macmillan, and a study of Stuart 

portraits published by the National 

Galleries of Scotland.

 I married my wife, Elizabeth, in 1970, 

and we have three children and one 

grandchild. We live in the south-west  

of France for most of the year.
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I noted that they shared a 1929 Lea 

Francis tourer which rang a loud bell 

with me.

My grandfather L T Delaney who died 

in 1949 was the Joint Managing Director 

of Lea Francis in the 1920/30s.

He started his career as a journalist 

and in the 1890s visited France to write 

up the phenomenon of the horseless 

carriage. He became hooked on the 

concept and returned home in 1900 to 

join the International Benz Company in 

Great Portland Street selling the 3½ HP 

belt-driven Benz cars.

In 1902 he started importing from 

France the De Dietrich car which he 

raced in the Paris-Madrid race at speeds 

of up to 80mph on the dirt track roads 

before eventually turning over due to a 

broken wheel.

De Dietrich were also constructional 

engineers and won the contract for the 

rolling stock on the original London 

‘Tupenny Tube’ running from Bank to 

Shepherd’s Bush at 2d for any distance!

A Lea Francis won the first 

International Tourist Trophy race in 

Ireland in 1928 boosted by a Mons 

Cozette supercharger. Incidentally my 

first boss Ralph Vickers of Vickers da 

Costa also raced a Lea Francis at 

Brooklands and often moaned about 

being unfairly beaten by the 

supercharged cars. The Lea Francis was 

considered the Porsche of its day.

My father C T Delaney who acted as a 

mechanic at the Irish TT, being only 17, 

later became a works’ racing driver for 

the company and I have a number of 

silver cups sitting in my cabinet that he 

won at Brooklands and other race tracks 

in the 1930s.

There was a plan to merge Bentley 

with Lea Francis but the banks would 

not back the scheme. Bentley was 

rescued by Rolls Royce but sadly Lea 

Francis went into administration as did 

so many companies in the Depression of 

the 1930s.

However, in the 1970s, my father 

managed to trace the original winning 

Irish TT car that he also raced and 

bought it back from a doctor in Aden. He 

then continued to race it until he was 95 

being cited as the oldest racing driver in 

the world!

He left the car to the Coventry  

Motor Museum near where it was 

originally built.

Lea Francis
Roger Delaney (M1957-60)

I was interested to read the piece by David Smith (P1956-61) 
on p.19 of the October 2011 edition regarding John Rimer’s 
premature death.
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A 1928 Lea francis hyper 2-seater Sport

Teresa Stear, mother of Matthew 
Stear (B2005-08), emailed the 

following: On leaving Aldenham, 

Matt became a Police Cadet and is now a 

Special Police Constable. Matt absolutely 

loves the Police Force and lives for it! 

The commitment and long hours he 

puts in have resulted in many accolades 

and recently he was presented with an 

award for his efforts. Many of his 

superiors have commented on what a 

polite and confident man he is and a lot 

of that will be down to his schooling at 

Edge Grove and Aldenham.

I have attached a photo of him 

working at the recent Ealing riots. I am 

sure the staff who remember the not 

tall, lethargic, ill child who was hardly at 

School, will be amazed to know he is 

now 6’ 5”. He has bags of energy and is 

totally dedicated to the Police.

Matt was Captain of the visiting team 

at the John Dewes cricket match at 

Aldenham June 2012.

He also became a Dad in January to 

Chase Matthew Stear, born premature, 

but he’s just like his Dad now - eats 

loads!

On the beat



News and features 31

Sent from 
Jerusalem 
Michael Noam (SHE1934-36) – Previous 

name Nussbaum

I came to Aldenham when G.A. Riding 

was doing his best to rehabilitate the 

School. There were some excellent 

and devoted staff members, such as 

Cecil Stott (CR1924-58) and Major 
Buckingham (CR1935-64). The following 

will give you some idea of what Mr 

Riding had to contend with:

Enter usher, dead drunk, “Sit down 

and shut up.” He sits down and goes to 

sleep. It gets noisier and noisier and the 

usher wakes up. “If you don’t shut up, I’ll 

kick you out.” Once more, he pops off to 

sleep ‘til ‘C’ (no names) wakes him. He 

grabs him by the collar, drags him to the 

door, opens it and, with a mighty kick, 

turfs him out.”

The usher in question, a French 

teacher, was also a top notch cricketer 

and coach, so obviously he could not be 

sacked so easily. 

Are there are other OAs in Israel?’ 

– According to the records, there is one 

other: Peter Taylor (P1971-74).

Following an impromptu visit 

recently from an OA, the lady in 

this picture is Mrs Mary Nelson 

(Née Buckley). Her father was Frank 
Buckley (SHO1888-89), her husband was 

Maurice Ashton Nelson (P1922-26) and 

her son (also pictured) is Peter Randall 
Nelson (P1953-58).  Peter now lives in 

Melbourne, Australia and was over 

Is this a record?
visiting his mother, who incidentally will 

be 101 years old in December 2012.

Peter’s brother, John Nelson (P1949-53), 
3 cousins, 2 uncles and 3 great uncles 

also came to the School.  They are 

obviously a proud family of Aldenhamians.

 The picture was taken outside Paull’s 

House, where Peter had stood for many 

House and Sport photos.

My wife, Anne, and I met at a 

school dance at Pipers Corner 

School near High Wycombe 

where Sue, sister of Andrew Lawson 
(K1973-78) and Matthew Lawson 
(K1981-86), attended also. We married in 

September 1982 and emigrated to 

Australia so I could work for Mt Isa 

Mines Ltd in Mt Isa.

Regarding the start of ‘Eros to Eros’ as 

it was called in those days: Jim 
Robinson (CR1974-85) was House Tutor 

at Kennedy’s from his arrival in January 

1974. He was unusual in two ways – 

firstly, he had DRIVEN from Nairobi to 

take up his position at Aldenham and 

Eros to Eros 1976
Richard Philip Seville (K1973-78) emailed the following:

secondly, he liked running and was quite 

happy to have ‘inmates’ from Kennedy’s 

join him at 6.15am for a morning run. 

I think I started running in the 4th 

Form and can conjure up right now the 

images of running in bitterly cold 

weather in the dark from Kennedy’s car 

park. For some reason, I liked running 

and the following year we resurrected 

the cross country club which had been 

dormant for a long time. I have an older 

‘non-Aldenham’ brother, Christopher 

(now at The Community of the 

Resurrection at Mirfield), who, as older 

bothers often are, was a significant 

influence on me. 

One of those influences was a social 

conscience including raising money for 

charity. Eros to Eros was created as a 

response to create a charity event 

through the vehicle of the cross country 

club which we had just resurrected. The 

first run was in 1976 and had a big 

Kennedy’s element not only with 

runners but also with transport provided 

by Chris Arkell (B1946-52 & CR1962-93) 
and Jenny Arkell in the School mini-bus 

and their Skoda. I am extremely pleased 

the run has survived the years and still 

has the charitable element. 

From my home in Australia, I often 

imagine running it again and Trevor 
Barton (K1971-75) is pushing me to 

commit for the 40th anniversary in 2016. 

We will have to see!
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Highlights: I only have one 

highlight today, and it is an 

unusual one. I attended a school 

like Merchiston in England and I flew to 

and from Kenya. This experience was 

extremely influential on my life, and I 

was inspired to enter teaching by four 

gurus: Michael Hetherington (CR1959-
94) (my house tutor who had known me 

since the age of ten when he spent a 

year working at the prep school I 

attended in Kenya); Richard Jones 
(CR1962-94) (my Housemaster who also 

taught me English Literature at A level); 

Donald Newton (CR1962-91) (the 

Master i/c Hockey, who also secured me 

a Grade B in my Maths O level before  

I was delighted to be able to give it up) 

and finally, John McAllister (CR1967-
2005) (the Master i/c Hockey and Tennis, 

who was also my History A level 

teacher). All four of these schoolmasters 

had extraordinary attributes, 

personalities and talents, and when I 

look back I can see that they acted out 

the message of forgiveness detailed in 

the Gospels on so many occasions: 

“Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, 

how many times shall I forgive my 

brother or sister who sins against me? 

Up to seven times?” Jesus answered, “I 

tell you, not seven times, but seventy-

seven times.” (Matthew 18:22).

Sadly, I am not as young as I used to 

be, and two years ago I attended two 

Memorial Services in memory of 

Michael Hetherington. I spoke at the one 

held in Scotland. Likewise, at the end of 

the summer I attended a Memorial 

Service for John McAllister.

As I was supposed to be rather 

talented at tennis, I spent a lot of my 

time away from school representing the 

country I was from. I exhibited a fierce 

winning temperament, and I had 

certainly not yet learned one of my 

Thoughts for the Year: “Be humble in 

victory, magnanimous in defeat.” John 

taught me this and how to behave 

properly. He was also an inspirational 

teacher of English History within the 

History A level course. It is also interesting 

that Merchiston came across John 

McAllister in recent years as he moved 

his skills to helping the recruitment of 

pupils to Aldenham. I imagine that the 

Merchiston staff who help me in this 

area had many an amusing conversation 

with John! In his downstairs toilet at 

home he had placed the quote “To teach 

is to touch a life forever”. I used this quote 

at the beginning of term In-service 

training for my own staff, but in this 

week’s Headmaster’s Assembly I went 

on to expand my views in this area.

Essentially, Michael Hetherington, 

Richard Jones, Donald Newton and John 

McAllister were my ‘gurus’ at School. 

They were not Hindu spiritual teachers, 

nor the head of a religious sect, but they 

were influential teachers and revered 

mentors. I often receive extremely 

complimentary letters from parents 

about the ‘gurus’ amongst the Merchiston 

staff who have inspired their sons. As is 

correct, I immediately ensure that these 

staff are told about the impact they have 

had. As I indicated to the School, I think 

it is important that, just as all the boys 

at Merchiston are different and distinct, 

hopefully there is a distinct and different 

‘guru’ available for every type of boy at 

Merchiston. The staff at Merchiston will 

never cease to aspire to be inspirational 

and revered teachers and mentors. 

However, the School also needs boys to 

appreciate this.

To teach is to touch a life forever
Extract taken from Headmaster’s Headlines 5/9/12, Andrew 
Hunter (P1972-77), Headmaster of Merchiston Castle School

The following has been taken from 

Facebook:

Southgate and Leigh is a 

songwriting act that has received critical 

acclaim for both their live performances 

and their recordings. Their debut Single 

‘Reena’ was described as ‘super cool’ 

and named single of the week by Debbie 

McQuoid. They recently featured on 

MTV and BBC Introducing.

Biography
Phillipa Leigh (B2000-01), known at 

School as Sarah Leigh daughter of 

Alison Leigh (CR1993-Present), and Phil 

Southgate met at an impromptu jam 

session at the Edinburgh Festival. The 

pair decided to gig together when they 

got back to London playing covers of 

jazz, blues and soul. After hearing a 

couple of Phil’s compositions, Phillipa 

was inspired to write lyrics to fit them. 

Once a couple of songs were complete 

Phillipa decided to quit everything else 

and persuaded Phil to give up his day 

job in favour of music. They did covers 

together in a few different bands before 

breaking away to write full time together 

and form the band ‘Southgate and Leigh’ 

in which Phil plays piano and keyboards 

and composes the music. Phillipa sings 

and writes the lyrics.

“Absolutely fantastic”

gareth Lloyd, BBC introducing

Southgate and Leigh

 “Super-cool... Not quite like 
anything I’ve ever heard before, 
I’d like to say they’re ‘the new...’ 
- but there’s no-one to compare 
them against. Let’s just say 
they’re the new them.

debbie mcQuoid, Cosmopolitan
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My most important 

responsibility was to set up  

the podium, ready to receive 

athletic champions. This also meant 

maintaining the podium which included 

polishing the Olympic rings on the front. 

When the action did start, I had to make 

sure the right people were going in to 

the athletes’ lounge, communicate 

between the athletes’ lounge and the 

producers, also check the line-up before 

the athletes went out to receive their 

medals, otherwise someone may have 

received the wrong medal! 

We also had to straighten the medal 

ribbons using hair straighteners for the 

ceremonies though it was absolutely 

forbidden to touch the medal. Some 

nights were hectic and the atmosphere 

amazing. I got to see Greg Rutherford, 

Mo Farah, Christine Ohuruogu and 

Oscar Pistorius make history at the 

Olympics and, of course, Usain Bolt. 

When the athletes left, it was my job  

to hand the athletes the boxes for  

their medals. 

During the Paralympics, I was based 

at the Velodrome and the atmosphere 

was truly immense. Each time I left with 

my ears ringing because of the sound 

people made when GB were on the track. 

At the Velodrome, I got to see Team GB’s 

first Paralympic gold medal, won by 

Sarah Storey. 

An Olympics 2012 volunteer
Abigail Turner (P2009-11), gives a first-hand impression as  
a volunteer at the Olympics 2012: ‘This summer, I was lucky 
enough to be selected as a Games Maker for the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. My role, accepted with 
curiosity and wild anticipation, was to be on the Victory 
Ceremonies stage team. What’s more, I was selected to work 
in the Olympic Stadium! 

I enjoyed watching some of the sporting 

events, including the 100 metres, but I 

was more captivated by the stories of 

athletes. Though the campaign is not 

entirely geared towards my generation, 

the London 2012 Games definitely 

inspired me. 

It’s impossible to put into a short 

report the experience I have had this 

summer, but it was a most unforgettable 

experience, and I was proud to represent 

GB as a Games Maker. At the end of it 

all, I can say I got to chase Usain Bolt 

because he was about to leave without 

his medal box and I caught him!’

Did you know?

Olympic connections
Edgar Donald Reid Shearer dec’d 
(M1922-26) was a member of the GB 
Football team at the 1936 Olympics in 
Berlin.

John Ashley Cockett (SHO1941-46) 
won a Bronze Medal at the 1952 
Olympics in Helsinki.

Patrick John Philip Rowley (B1947-50) 
Judge, Olympic Games, Mexico City 
1968 & Munich,1972; Member, International 
Federation; International Hockey 
Federation Gold Medal for Olympics 
1968. Patrick Rowley was also a reporter 
for the Times at the 2012 Olympics.

Richard Michael Alexander Cameron 
(M1971-75) represented the British 
Olympics Biathlon team 1980.

Abigail turner
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deAthS house and dates at the School died

V W R Allen SHO1922-25 1969

K A P Archbold SHE1936-38 21 May 2012

O C Atazoy R1993-95 May 2012

R Bache-Griffiths SH1928-30 November 1971

G J Barker CR1965-99 26 January 2012

J M Blundell P1936-39 4 February 2011

J C Burrows SHE1940-43 26 June 2010

K N Clutsom B1920-24 April 1984

R A H Collinge SHO1938043 18 December 2011

B A Cox M1943-47 24 February 2004

A E Cross SH1922-25 1966

W I Dickinson SHE1947-49 12 November 2011

B W Drury SH1902-07 3 June 1973

A J F Dulley CR1974-79 17 August 2012

S J D Fawcus M1952-56 12 June 2012

C A T Fitch M1934-37 22 February 2001

R C A Fitzgerald B1939-41 6 February 2012

C G Fraser SHO1947-52 22 February 2012

D V Fullerton SHO1932-34 27 July 1943

J V Gomersall SH1942-45 3 October 2011

P Griffin Headmaster 1962-74 29 January 2012

J S M F Hailey SHE1939-43 20 February 2012

J F H Haines SHE1933-36 8 June 2012

B J Hanbury Governor 1978-89 Chairman, Governors 1984-89 27 September 2012

F R K Hare SHE1936-39 19 March 2012

W J C Helyar SH1929-29 20 October 1936

H W Higson B1931-36 Date unknown

R A Hoddle-Wrigley SHE1936-39 1951

P J Hodson B1937-41 26 November 2011

C R Holloway SHO1933-36 25 March 2012

A O Holt B1933-36 24 February 2011

K M Horwood SH1921-23 February 1966

J M Houlder M1929-33 2 February 2012

I M Jackson SHE1936-39 15 March 2012

N W Jephcott M1942-46 12 August 2012

J G Joel SHO1946-50 8 December 2011

R B Keatley M1944-48 2 March 2012

H M King P1935-39 29 July 1975

R W Kyle-Henney SH1925-28 1975

G F Lambert SH1927-30 May 2003

J Longstaff P1935-37 27 August 1984

A H Mackenzie SHE1934-38 3 December 1983

J R McAllister CR1967-2005 1 March 2012

A G Morgan P1949-51 23 January 2012

D J Mundy SHO1950-55 8 December 2011

M V Murray SHE1040-44 9 August 2012

D Newton CR1962-91 20 August 2011

F Nimmo Matron1950-55 5 September 2012

J P Nixon (formerly Biggs) M1931-33 January 1995

O S Pearson SHE1933-36 20 November 2006

B P W Pinkerton B1956-60 11 July 2011

L L P Plunkett M1935-39 7 May 2003

L L Punnett SH1931-32 30 September 1988

J V Punnett SH1928-28 2006

D A C Purser SHE1934-38 Date Unknown

H Rahimutla K2003-05 August 2012

J H Rich P1941-45 3 May 2012

E M Saunders SH1929-31 17 December 1973

H W Sheringham SHO1935-38 7 January 2010
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Paul Griffin was born an only child 

at Chingford, Essex, in 1922. His 

father spent his life in a London 

bank, except for service in the Great 

War. Money was scarce, and Paul’s top 

Scholarship to Framlingham College was 

a relief to the family. When the Second 

World War broke out, Paul, as Captain of 

the School, volunteered in a scheme for 

public schoolboys to go to India and join 

the Army there. He was accepted and 

was still 18 when he embarked for 

Bombay. Paul joined the 3/6th Gurkhas, 

based at Shagai Fort in the Khyber Pass; 

he became a Captain at 20 and learned 

Pushtu. His battalion spent time in 

Waziristan and was then selected for 

Wingate’s Chindits in the jungles of 

Burma, a highly dangerous posting. 

Bouts of malaria and dysentery, coupled 

with his obvious ability, led him to 

becoming a specialist Air Staff Officer 

and a Major while still under 23.

On his return to the UK, he married 

Felicity Dobson, the sister of a 

Framlingham friend, Patrick (later 

General Sir Patrick) Howard-Dobson,  

and went up to St Catharine’s College, 

Cambridge, to read English Literature. 

Their daughter, Angela, was born while 

he was still an undergraduate, and their 

second child, Jonathan, at Uppingham 

where Paul had been appointed to sort 

out the teaching of English. After six 

years, Paul took the post of Principal of 

the English School in Nicosia, Cyprus,  

a school founded in the belief that the 

Greek and Turkish communities could 

be brought together through education. 

He was fully involved in local life and 

activities, including acting and reading 

the radio news during the Emergency 

under the pen-name Peter Lyon. He was 

awarded an MBE for his contribution  

to education.

When independence came, having 

lost staff, buildings and many pupils to 

terrorism, Paul returned to the UK, and 

was appointed Headmaster of 

Aldenham, where he spent 12 years. 

Through his dedication to teaching and 

to insisting on the highest standards, he 

inspired enormous loyalty and respect 

among those in his charge. These were 

times of great social change and 

youthful rebellion: a challenge for a 

man who had experienced the order  

and precision of the military life during 

wartime. He described himself in those 

days as a cautious progressive, for which 

Paul Griffin, MBE (Headmaster 1962-74)
Soldier, scholar, teacher, churchman, writer, poet, husband, 
father and grandfather.

deAthS house and dates at the School died

J R Shrimpton M1945-48 4 December 2011

N R Sloan SHO1958063 5 July 2010

J H Snaith P1933-38 18 December 2011

J S Stirling M1922-26 Jan 1989

J B Storey SH1923-27 5 October 1993

T J B H Stranack SHE1952-56 24 August 2012

E M Strouts M1957-62 22 December 2011

A W Von Hartz B1930-35 12 September 2008

R S Waterfield SH1922-25 1963

C T Watts P1955-60 7 August 2012

W D Welton SHO1934-38 12 July 2012

J A White M1942-46 24 January 2009

J Whitehead Umpire, OA Hockey 3 October 2012

P F Williams B1939-42 5 August 2009

C D Wilson P1931-35 25 February 2012

C H N Wright SH1924-29 1983

J E Wright SHE1934-37 1967

P W Wyatt B1922-25 8 February 1976

A G Young SHO1955-59 May 2011

Corrections to last edition

J R Joel (Should read r h Joel) SHO1945 10 August 2011

Corrections to edition 28 feb 2004

J Farrington S35-40 (Should read Sho1935-40) 2003 (Should read 28 march 2002)
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Paul Griffin - A Final Farewell 
Extracts from Jonathan Griffin

On behalf of the family, may I say 

how very good it is to see so 

many people here today from so 

many parts of Paul’s life. He would be 

overwhelmed. Your very presence is a 

testament to the man and the way he 

could affect other people.

I do not intend to plot every stage of 

his life. Many of you played significant 

roles in that, giving to him and I am sure 

receiving something in return. He may 

never have told you how much he 

appreciated you. But he did. Very much.

We have given you a copy of his 

obituary as a simple account of his life. 

Paul Griffin: soldier, scholar, teacher, 

churchman, writer, husband, father  

and grandfather.

Instead I want to talk about the man 

himself, some of it through his own 

words as we are very fortunate to have 

these as a legacy.

His nearly ninety year span was 

broadly divided into three phases: 

growing up, teaching and then writing 

and preaching. Or learning, doing and 

communicating.

None of us here experienced the 

growing up phase. He was an only child 

who buried himself in books.

War broke out when he was 

seventeen. Finishing his studies at 

neighbouring Framlingham, he joined 

up and opted for India: a fine show of 

independence for a lad who had not 

travelled much further than 200 miles 

from Chingford.

His optimism must have taken a big 

hit when his new best friend was killed 

by a sniper. Tough on a sensitive boy in 

his early twenties.

By 1946 he was finishing at St 

Catharines, Cambridge. He had gone 

there to read Maths and swapped to 

read English; an early sign of the 

breadth of his abilities.

He was married. He had a daughter. 

He needed a job. What was it to be? He 

had written poetry and a life of writing 

would seem an obvious choice.

In a Man for All Seasons Thomas  

More advises Richard Rich to be a 

teacher. ‘And if I were, who would know 

it?’ asks the ambitious Rich. ‘You, your 

pupils, your friends, God. Not a bad 

public that. Oh, and a quiet life.’

Not a bad description of Paul’s  

choice for the next phase of his life 

either, although I am not sure about  

the quiet life.

He started his teaching career at 

Uppingham under the charismatic 

Martin Lloyd. Paul collected heroes 

– good men he called them - throughout 

his life and was fiercely loyal to them. 

Martin was just such a man.

But he wanted a new challenge.  

He achieved this by becoming a 

Headmaster: first in Nicosia, then at 

Aldenham and finally a ‘more normal  

9 to 5’ job running the Anglo World 

Language Centre back in Cambridge.

One described him recently as a ’man 

to emulate in his devotion to duty and 

steadfast moral purpose … with an 

impish and infectious sense of humour’.

Another was perhaps more 

ambivalent for he named his dog 

‘Griffin’. I have never dared visit 

Yorkshire ever since as I do not know 

whether I will be patted, kicked or made 

to fetch sticks.

Neither Nicosia nor Aldenham 

fulfilled my understanding of a ‘quiet 

life’. Bombs were going off in the streets 

of Nicosia and at Aldenham in the 

sixties, British youth were rebelling, 

wanting a much faster pace of change 

than Paul was prepared to give them.

It must have been difficult for a man 

who had seen his friends lay down their 

lives to preserve one form of society, only 

to see young people rebelling against 

such seemingly trivial aspects of it.

He did not always do things by the 

book. One former pupil wrote this week 

about the in-school Community Service 

that Paul organised for him in lieu of serious 

discussions about drugs with the Police.

The loyalty endured. A string of 

pupils and staff from both Cyprus and 

Aldenham have kept in active contact 

with him by email and visits, giving him 

a lifeline to the world outside Suffolk 

and enriching his life in retirement.

He had that Mr Chips ability to 

remember former pupils. He would 

arrive home and say ‘Joy, I have just met 

Smith JR in the street. He was in my 

English set at Uppingham. He could 

never really get the hang of Housman’s 

metre but he went on to Cambridge and 

has done very well …’

in retrospect many of his former pupils 

will surely be grateful. Not unusually, he 

liked to walk the dog, but did he 

sometimes, as a rumour had it, almost 

prefer dogs to people?  

A new phase began with seven 

pleasant years starting a language 

school in Cambridge, before retirement 

to Southwold, in Suffolk. He had been 

writing sporadically ever since India, 

and won many literary competitions, 

contributing regularly to “The Spectator” 

and other periodicals. In so doing he 

came across a group of writers with 

whom he wrote a series of humorous 

books, including How To Become 

Ridiculously Well-Read In One Evening. 

After that, he published a number of 

volumes of his own poetry. He was 

awarded £5,000 for providing the 

winning entry in the Literary Review’s 

National Poetry Competition with Love in 

an English garden; and on three 

occasions, the last as recently as 2010, 

he won the Cambridge University 

Seatonian Prize for Religious Poetry.

Throughout his life his religious faith 

was deep and uncompromisingly 

orthodox, and was expressed in some of 

his most moving poems. He enjoyed 

preaching, first as Headmaster and then 

as a Reader of the Church of England, 

and leading services in various parishes 

in Suffolk. While at Aldenham, Paul had 

joined the Corporation of the Sons of the 

Clergy, of which he became Treasurer 

(Chairman). He also devoted himself to 

the work of St Mary’s, Huntingfield, in 

whose Rectory Felicity had grown up 

and where they were married. 

To everything he did he brought a 

fierce intelligence; while loyal to a fault, 

he was always more at home as his own 

man than in the role of willing 

subordinate. In Southwold, many of the 

local Suffolk boys whose authenticity he 

relished will fondly remember him on 

the beach at night, with windbreak and 

tilly-lamp, casting his line for dabs.

Paul Griffin, born 2 March 1922, died 

peacefully at home 29 January 2012, five 

weeks short of his 90th birthday. He 

leaves a wife, Felicity, and two children, 

Angela and Jonathan; five grandchildren 

and four great-grandchildren.
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He was a polymath. He had an 

encyclopaedic knowledge of the Bible, 

Shakespeare, Dickens, all of English 

poetry, well, English literature in total. 

But that did not stop him arguing with a 

physicist about the Brief History of Time.

He was always learning and had an 

incredible memory. At different times he 

studied or turned his hand to gardening, 

fungi, trees, sailing, brewing, 

archaeology, birds – he had fantastic 

eyesight which probably helped with 

shooting at which he excelled; horse 

racing, cricket, rugby – he played hooker 

for Suffolk schoolboys; golf, tennis  

and so it goes on. Once he had mastered 

the intellectual challenge of each he  

was an expert.

When retirement loomed another 

hero said that everyone should have two 

careers. He predicted that Paul’s second 

would be the church. In fact it was the 

church and writing.

Teaching and running schools had 

been a 24 hour task requiring total 

commitment and he had had little time 

to write.

He became a very active Lay Reader 

locally, ministering to communities in 

this area and especially here in 

Huntingfield. His Faith was fundamental 

to Paul throughout his life. His stories 

and poems are littered with references 

to God. One whole book is dedicated to 

poems of Faith.

His writing which brought him a new 

audience through his regular 

contributions to the competitions 

especially those in The Spectator and The 

Literary Review; and in collections of 

parodies. Some were serious, others 

simply clever.

He had a sure ear for all the great 

writers, and could reproduce them at 

will. Kipling, WS Gilbert, Shakespeare or, 

I suspect his favourite, AA Milne

As a poet he was a true master of his 

craft and could rattle off the most 

complex triolet or sonnet on demand. 

His competition entries rarely took him 

long to complete: a flash of inspiration 

and it was there. Like the works of 

Mozart, another hero, they seemed to 

spring fully-formed to his mind.

Winning the Seatonian Prize gave 

him great satisfaction. It conferred 

academic recognition and reassured him 

that he was not just a jobbing parodist. 

Poems had to rhyme, scan and make 

sense. And that was Paul all over: a 

traditionalist. What one of his friends 

called ‘The best of Englishmen’.

As well as his poetry, there are 

several books: novels and short stories. 

None was published because he was far 

too diffident to risk multiple rejection 

slips and was never writing truly 

commercial material.

Alongside Paul was Felicity: the 

perfect foil. She had fallen for his words 

and poems from India and he continued 

to write poems for her throughout his 

life, showing his love for her in the way 

he knew best. 

They were a perfect couple for he 

was pretty impractical: domesticity was 

the one art he could never master 

through intellect. Even hoovering was 

not worth the family tension.

She, on the other hand, is a brilliant 

housekeeper and provided a loving 

home and endless meals for all and 

sundry. She mothered him, cajoled him 

– not always easy - loved him and 

devoted herself to his career, being 

drawn into the 24 hour life of a 

Headmaster’s wife and caring for him to 

the last: doing her duty. The school bell 

does not stop in retirement and meals 

were always on the dot.

Without her, he could not function. 

She managed him for two thirds  

of his life.

We were a tight knit family, but there 

were generally three children not two. 

The third, and sometimes it seemed the 

most important, had four legs. There are 

several poems about dogs: rather fewer 

about children.

Retirement was a happy time. A time 

to travel. Mum and Dad had ‘done’ the 

classical world from Cyprus and so they 

‘finished’ the Mediterranean on a variety 

of cruises. He loved his adopted Suffolk 

and enjoyed the company of other 

retirees, working on song cycles or 

putting the world to rights in the back 

bar of the Crown adding his uniquely 

wry, Eeyorish optimism.

And he was winning competitions 

right up to the end. A letter arrived this 

morning confirming that he would not be 

winning the Seatonian again posthumously: 

they are not awarding it this year.

Mum could develop her own 

interests, the benefits of which you see 

above and around you. And there was 

pleasure in the growing family.

He put the delight of retirement very 

well in Happiness: 

Happiness is being old 

Watching others cope with tension 

While we purchase with our pension 

Joys too numerous to mention. 

Youth is tinsel, age is gold.

Happiness is being grey, 

Showing years without disguises 

So that people say ‘How wise is 

That old thing when he advises; 

He grows wiser every day!

Happiness is watching youth, 

Giving tuts and even titters 

At their follies and their jitters, 

Sipping at our gin and bitters 

As they stumble to the truth.

Perhaps his most famous poem is the 

one that won him the Literary Review 

prize as Poet of the Year: 

Love in an English Garden
We loved, how many years ago?

So thoroughly we seem to know 

The shapes of these autumnal trees, 

The patterned shade, the sound of bees, 

The garden perfume on the lawn 

The light, the leaves, and there 

The crumpled water on the pool, 

Casually beautiful –

So thoroughly, we half forget 

The circumstance in which we met, 

When each on each was so intent 

We could not see what gardens meant.

Love is not gone, but it has grown 

Aware of growth itself, has known 

How autumn crocus, golden rod, 

Can turn our grateful hearts to God 

And help this perfect place to prove 

A living witness to our love.

Yet autumn brings another smell, 

An ancient message we know well: 

Compost and wood smoke, rotten plums,  

Wet grass, and old chrysanthemums, 

A choir of smells that faintly sings 

A requiem for living things.

This winter compost that we scent 

Is food for life’s replenishment 

But what of love? When we are dead 

Can it remain, and lift its head 

Triumphantly, some future spring, 

With every other living thing?

How may we hope to find this place 

When time has turned away her face?

‘You, your pupils, your friends, God: not a 

bad public that. And a quiet life.’
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encounter a man of absolute 

commitment to his calling (I wonder if 

he would have smiled ironically at that 

term), but nevertheless, as he pursued it, 

it seemed to be a calling. Why else 

commit to all those extra-curricular 

activities? The hours spent on the 

touchline, the Saturday afternoons 

coaching, squash, tennis, fives, the 

seasons on Camp Aldenham, the quiet 

enjoyment taken in nurturing those who 

fell in love with his beloved history. 

‘Beyond the call of duty’ being almost 

the defining catchword for his time as 

Housemaster of Beevor’s. 

Trawling through the thirty five pages 

of messages of sympathy, sadness and 

admiration, themselves only a fraction 

of what has deluged Glen, Tim and 

Emma over the past week, one is struck 

by the number of times the stories 

recount an incident of a time when John 

did more than would have been 

reasonably expected of a schoolmaster. 

The former pupil he helped to get his 

first job as a schoolmaster, the time he 

and Glen gave two schoolboys who 

wanted to get to Athens for their gap 

year a lift...as far as Vienna; organising 

coaching at County level for a talented 

squash player who wasn’t being 

challenged enough at School; the ski 

trips, French trips, the Rugby XV, the OA 

Football Association, the Development 

Office, all those foreign students for 

whom he acted in loco parentis.

Time and again in the messages of 

condolence there is the surprise and 

delight in being remembered by John 

when former pupils returned to school, 

after fifteen, twenty, thirty years. The 

transition from Schoolmaster to friend, 

the sons, daughters, godchildren who 

themselves became pupils. I can testify 

to this myself. The knowledge that John 

kept an eye on Jack, my godson, through 

his time at Aldenham, was always 

reassuring. Former pupils with whom 

John stayed in touch during the highs 

and lows of their subsequent lives: the 

supportive letters, phone calls, emails in 

times of illness or sadness, the casual 

visits to an office for coffee and a chat. 

Being able to encounter one’s former 

pupils when they have grown up and 

forged careers of their own: I wonder if 

all schoolteachers take as much delight 

in it as John evidently did? 

Other much repeated phrases in the 

John McAllister (CR1967-2005)

He was principled; he was intelligent. 

He taught us; he informed us;  

he guided us. 

He was his own man; not one to 

suffer fools; edgy and not clubbable  

in the social sense.

He could be ill at ease socially; 

always unsure of showmen and yet 

happy to be centre stage.

He was wry; he was witty;  

he was irreverent.

He made us laugh; he made us think. 

He watched us grow.

He was my father.

We all have much to be grateful for.

‘May flights of angels sing him  

to his rest.’

mrs felicity griffin
1 Crombie House, The Common, Southwold, Suffolk IP18 6AL
Tel: 01502 723709

Thank you for writing. There have been so many letters from friends 
that I am taking the easy way of answering them. Please forgive me. All 
the reminiscences and memories, grave and gay, have been of comfort 
and joy to me and my family, for which we are sincerely grateful.
 Angela and Jonathan are being a constant support and truly  
efficient help to me. We will share the task of sorting out Paul’s legacy 
of written work.
 We are all comforted to know that Paul’s anxieties during the last few 
years are over, and that his end at home was so swift.
 The funeral at Huntingfield and the reception among friends were a 
loving tribute to his life.

Thank you. 

‘There is a rare grace in being able to encounter one’s 
childhood teachers once more in adulthood. To be able to 
redeem the casual assumptions, projections, two stereotypes 
so comforting in one’s schooldays and to be able to, to have 
to encounter the man or woman who taught you, as they 
really are, an actual human being with feelings, family, 
relationships, and to realise that most of the time you 
thought they were indifferent to you, they were actually 
completely aware of your growing pains, your attempts to 
reach adulthood.’

The Reverend Canon Joseph 
Hawes (SHO1978-83) Vicar, All 

Saints Fulham, continued his 

outstanding and moving address at 

John’s funeral: ‘So it was with John 

McAllister, a figure so seemingly self 

possessed and on top of his game that 

he inspired not a little awe in school 

boys and girls. Not even a question of 

thinking of over stepping the mark with 

him, he was far too quick off the mark, 

to risk that withering sarcasm, that 

unflappably calm manner was 

something one only tried once. So to 

encounter him again in adulthood was 

to discover, with a sense of privilege, a 

strangely almost humble and rather self 

effacing man. To realise that here was 

someone who for all those years of 

school-mastering, had followed the lives 

and careers of so many of his former 

pupils, with quiet pride, with real 

concern, with hands on care. So to 
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condolences refer to a solid and 

enduring presence, a spirit of openness, 

clarity and fairness, a gentleman of the 

old school, commitment to education as 

an ideal, an inspirational teacher.

For myself? I have spent some time 

in the days since John died, like many I 

suspect, trying to work out precisely 

what it was that seemed to set him 

apart from others. Revisiting the 

awkward, prickly, over eager to please 

schoolboy I was in 1978, I think it was 

that one knew instinctively that here 

was a man who was prepared to go 

beyond the requirements of day to day 

school mastering, to help you flourish, 

but that you had to meet him half way. 

He would never patronise, but also never 

indulge you. Something about his quiet, 

calm, solid presence inspired confidence 

and challenged you to grow to become 

what you were capable of being. School 

children can be unerringly astute at 

finding pretence and sham, carefully 

constructed facades to demolish and 

deride. What baffled us about John was 

that what you saw was what you got, no 

side to him, no pretence, seemingly no 

fear, and, I realise now, just below the 

surface, a perpetual well of immense 

amusement at the follies and posturings 

of pupils and teachers alike.

I am aware that what I have said so 

far may sound something of a 

hagiography, and this would be two 

dimensional. For John was no plaster 

cast saint. He would have found the 

notion ludicrous. And the way in which 

his humanity revealed itself most often 

was in that very particular sense of 

humour, from which every one of us 

gathered here today has suffered, more 

than we care to admit.

Whether it was the hapless history 

students, dutifully writing down 

everything said to us in lessons, despite 

John’s frequent admonitions to listen, 

participate, and then write a brief note. 

So to teach us a lesson, little vagaries of 

history would be inserted; the cause of 

the Mohican wars was at least partly 

down to their outrageous haircuts, that 

a well known local watering hole had 

been the scene of the little known but 

historically significant ‘Thatched Barn 

plot’; the spoof essay titles, concocted as 

much to amuse him as to while away the 

last week of term: ‘Did Henry VIII really 

have six wives, and if so, was it worth it?’. 

In my A level history year we founded a 

history journal ‘Platt’s Chronicle’, which 

I gather continued until John retired and 

for which some of the most eminent 

historians of the time were happy to 

write. I was determined for the first 

issue to secure an article from an 

eminent Tudor historian. ‘Not a good 

idea’, suggested John, ‘Nonsense’ said I, 

arrogant 18 year old, and wrote to the 

historian’s publishers. After some weeks 

a letter arrived, informing me that 

Professor X would doubtless have been 

delighted to have written for us…had he 

not died some fifteen years previously. 

‘You knew’! I accused John. ‘Of course’ 

he replied,’ but would you have listened?’

Woe betide you if you were one of the 

soloists Emma used to accompany. John 

would invariably approach you after the 

concert. After disarming you with a 

compliment, he would draw your 

attention to bar 16 in the third section of 

the second movement, and suggest you 

might like to practise it a bit more. 

Horrified, you would return to your score, 

and it would be down to Emma to reassure 

you that her father knew nothing 

whatsoever about music, apart from 

enjoying it, and might indeed have been 

asleep during the movement in question.

Or if you attended Camp Aldenham, 

and never quite knew what Mr 

McAllister would be wearing as he stood 

on a chair in the middle of the road to 

stop traffic and direct you across from 

Kennedy’s or Chapel to the main School. 

What would it be today? A nurse’s 

uniform, complete with black tights? 

Henry VIII? A gondolier singing ‘Just one 

Cornetto? (Apocryphally someone ran 

and bought him a Cornetto from the 

Tuck Shop, just to stop him singing). The 

day he dressed as a policeman was less 

successful, as the local Constabulary 

happened to be passing and stopped to 

administer a lecture on the inadvisability 

of impersonating a police officer. 

One of the last times we spoke he 

was pushing a much beloved grandson 

around the churchyard of my church on 

a Sunday morning before the service. 

‘Are you preaching this morning Joe?’ 

‘Yes John, as a matter of fact I am.’ ‘Ah, 

well in that case I shall be taking Freddie 

for a walk around the churchyard….and 

seeing that it’s you preaching, it will 

have to be a very long walk..’ 

And that, of course, barely scratches the 

surface of the never ending quietly 

flowing stream of pithy observations, 

gentle put downs and wind ups, which 

punctuated the life of this man. 

Someone should write a book. The OA 

Society probably will.

Despite the humour, his self-

depreciating manner, the outgoing, 

energetic, pastoral exterior, I would 

maintain that John was also essentially 

an interior person – one whose deepest 

feelings were not generally on show.  

A man of quiet undemonstrative Faith, 

intense and deeply felt pride, in, first 

and foremost, the achievements of  

Tim and Emma, the people they have 

grown up to be, the grandchildren  

they gave him.

In his inseparable love for Glen:  

their marriage, never apart, a team, 

whether in Beevor’s, caring for their 

family, laughing with friends, at the 

coffee shop, on holiday; soul mates. 

Glen, in the desolation of the present 

hour, please know that, companioned 

and held by our friendship and prayers, 

we will keep telling the stories of John’s 

life: that we know how proud you are of 

the man you married and to whom you 

dedicated your life.

It is not necessarily for all of us  

to be able to discover our vocation,  

and to be able to spend our life fulfilling 

it. It was for John.

John mc Allister with tony Archbold 

(She1936-38) during his visit to Aldenham 

on 21st September 2000
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seems amazing that John is 60 and is set 

to retire – I haven’t had much time to 

reflect but it strikes me that things 

might have been different if Churchill 

had retired at 60, and equally Paul 

McCartney looked in good form last 

Saturday in Hyde Park. In no way am I 

comparing McAllister to Churchill or 

McCartney as he can sing only Bread of 

Heaven but, on reflection, he does have 

a way with words – I remember at 

college when he was captain of rugby 

and Corpus were playing Fitzwilliam in 

a Cuppers game – they all had the rugby 

stars and were awesome. McAllister, 

speaking in Churchillian prose, albeit it 

in a Welsh accent, waxed lyrical – he 

was inspiring – when I went onto the 

field I was convinced we could win. 

However, rather like the Lions, we were 

stuffed and I lost my front two teeth 

– Thanks, John.

This gift of the gab has stood him in 

good stead over the years – but he is 

genuine. I am sure that he too believed 

we could win, and he has touched us all, 

whatever our status, by his generous, 

honest commitment to everyone. His 

pastoral work over 13 years in Beevor’s 

and with the overseas pupils since, has 

been outstanding – he so obviously 

cares. There must be so many individual 

stories of success, despair and 

commitment that you out there could 

contribute. John Barnard (CR2004-05 & 07), 
an ex-Deputy Head of John Lyon School 

who has been with us this year, soon 

sussed McAllister out – his comment “he 

should be employed just to keep School 

morale up” – a perceptive note.

Of course, McAllister has been 

keeping up School morale since 1967-38 

years in the same school is not modern 

ethos but it is vital to schooling at 

Aldenham - McAllister has been 

receptive to change but a stabilising 

influence. When he first arrived he was 

leading a hectic life, rugby and ‘courting’ 

Glen at Cambridge – he slept a lot, the 

only way to survive 38 years at 

Aldenham. The classic story at the time 

was, ‘I had a dream….’ no, I am not now 

comparing him to Martin Luther King, 

but McAllister had a dream that he was 

teaching the U6 History set – when he 

woke up he was! 

History is his ‘modus operandi’ and 

he has survived all the syllabus changes 

over the years and coped well with the 

empathy approach to teaching history. 

McAllister exudes empathy from every 

pore – the major reason why 1982-1995 

with John and Glen in charge were 

halcyon days for Beevor’s. Files didn’t 

exist, Health and Safety was minimal, 

but Beevor’s was happy and Beevorites 

were prepared for life. 

Since Beevor’s, John has reinvented 

himself, sorting out jobs for himself and 

conning successive Headmasters into 

paying him a salary. As i/c Overseas 

Recruitment and Acting Development 

Director he has been networking with 

OAs, organising countless reunions at 

School and dinners in Toronto, New 

York, Germany, Australia and Malaysia. 

Europe has been a passion with trips 

back and forth to France, Germany, 

Poland and Denmark. He remains 

determined to push the experiences of 

Aldenham kids.

I could go on with all his sporting 

commitments to Aldenham – rugby, 

squash, tennis…even football, and his 

musical innovations, Prep School music 

days etc – the energy is amazing and the 

balance sheet impressive. That’s why we 

are all here – just to marvel and say 

thanks”

Over 300 people of all ages, 

gathered at Aldenham to 

celebrate John’s life.  School 

House Garden made the perfect setting 

for OAs, Staff (past and present), Friends 

and Family to chat together in fond 

remembrance of happy days.  

The Chapel Service incorporated many 

of John’s favourite things, his daughter, 

Emma played Chopin’s Nocturne Op.9, 

no.1 on the piano and his son, Tim 
(P1988-93) gave a tribute.  

The whole family appreciated the 

thoughts, presence and good wishes of 

so many people who had known John. 

His wife, Glen said “I think we did him 

proud, we are still struggling to come to 

terms with his sudden death, but such a 

wonderful service, in such a beautiful 

location which he loved very much and 

on such a glorious day helped to ease 

the pain”.  

John Robert McAllister,  

born 26 November 1944,  

died 1 March 2012.

It is not necessarily for all of us to  

be able to find our soul mate and to 

spend so many years with them.  

It was for John.

It is not necessarily for all of us  

to be able to take such quiet pride in  

our children and grandchildren. It was 

for John.

It is not necessarily for all of us to be 

able to inspire several generations of 

young people, to build a vast network of 

friendship and trust. It was for John.

So although our grief and sense of 

injustice at a life taken from us too soon 

may be raw today, we should also hold 

thanksgiving in our hearts and minds, 

thanksgiving for a life so well lived, so 

fulfilled, so much of a gift to us. So let 

that be the beginning of our prayer for 

him, for his family, for ourselves.

May he rest in peace. And rise  

in glory.

This is the gist of a speech 
given by Austin Galvin 
(CR1970-2006) at the 
barbeque in 2005 to say 
farewell to John McAllister at 
the end of the summer term.

It is good to see you all here – a 

tribute to the pulling power of John 

McAllister. We are blessed with a 

motley collection of present and past 

teaching staff, ex-parents, OAs from 

Beevor’s in particular, but others allowed 

from other houses too-all equally 

welcome.

Tonight is the night to concentrate on 

McAllister, ably supported here by Glen, 

Tim and Naomi, and Emma and Paul. It 

over 300 people gathered in School house 

gardens in fond remembrance after the 

Chapel service
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Geoffrey Barker (CR1965-99)
Music teacher, conductor and enthusiastic birdwatcher on 
the west Norfolk coast, Geoffrey Barker, died on 26 January 
2012, aged 68, after a long illness.

The following obituary for 

Geoffrey Barker (CR1965-99) 
appeared in the Eastern Daily 

Press on 10 March 2012 and was sent  

in by Robert Buckley (P1946-50):
For more than 20 years he played  

a leading role across East Anglia as a 

conductor, giving concerts and also 

teaching violin and coaching ensembles.

He had joined Norfolk Ornithologists’ 

Association (NOA) at Holme in 1968 and 

after retirement joined the management 

committee in 2001.

Initially responsible for its reserve in 

the Wensum Valley at Hempton Marsh 

Reserve, near his Fakenham home, he 

became Chairman of Trustees in 2005.His 

enthusiasm led to improvements in the 

facilities of the NOA’s four visitor reserves 

and reinvigorated its scientific work.

Geoffrey James Barker was born in 

Redhill, Surrey, on 11 August, 1943. An 

award-winning choirboy, he studied the 

violin at the Royal Academy of Music.

In his post-graduate year, he took up 

the baton. He was joint Head of Music at 

Aldenham School until his retirement in 

1999. While living in Hertfordshire, he 

was a founder of the Churchgate 

Sinfonia in Bury St Edmunds, which also 

raised funds at concerts for St Nicholas’ 

Hospice and other charities.

He played for many groups including 

the Academy of St Thomas, Norwich, 

conducted the Norwich Philharmonic 

Wind Ensemble and performed with the 

Norfolk Symphony Orchestra, based in 

King’s Lynn.

He led, and regularly conducted, the 

Mozart Orchestra of Norwich, and was a 

keen player of quartet music and 

chamber music at St Botolph’s Church, 

Trunch. For many years, he taught violin 

and coached ensembles at Pulham 

Village Orchestra, which were held every 

two years under the direction of 

Marjorie Baker.

He leaves a widow, Jenny, and a son, 

Guy, and daughter, Sophie who shares 

his passion for birdwatching and is a 

warden at the NOA.’

Extracts from the Eulogy 
given by Mubariz Hussain 
(SHE1972-77)

I didn’t expect to have to do this for at 

least another 25 years. When 

Geoffrey wrote to me last year, telling 

me of his diagnosis, I knew an unjust 

and an unkind sentence had been 

passed upon him. 

My first meeting with this 

extraordinary man began exactly 40 

years ago. I was a new boy at Aldenham 

and he was a highly respected Master 

and taught there for over 35 years. The 

poor man had the unenviable task of 

trying to teach me the viola.

From my unpromising beginnings, a 

Master/ pupil relationship started that 

transformed my school life and through 

Geoffrey’s inspirational teaching, I 

developed a deep love of, both playing 

and listening to, classical music.

Geoffrey was a man of rigour and 

precision in everything he did whether it 

was preparing a first violin part, 

studying a score or delving into his 

many interests from ornithology to 

gardening to philately.

He was a man of great honour and his 

word was always his bond. He was an 

absolutely devoted father and husband.

tribute to geoffrey Barker

John Wyatt (CR1994-Present), 
Director of Music, pays tribute to 
Geoffrey Barker, “It was indeed very 
sad to hear the news of Geoffrey 
Barker’s death during the first half of 
the Spring term. Geoffrey had taught 
at Aldenham for over 30 years, he 
and I shared the job of running the 
music in the School for 6 years from 
1994 before he decided to take early 
retirement. He was a wonderful 
colleague to work with and will be 
greatly missed.”



Obituaries and tributes42

Donald Newton (CR1962-91)
Dick Hall (K1969-74), unable to attend 

OA Day & Kennedy’s Gaudy, sent this 

tribute as an additional message.

“I was very sad to learn that Donald 
Newton (CR1962-91) had passed away 

earlier this year. Donald was a great 

servant to the School and a wonderful 

House Tutor of Kennedy’s – he provided 

guidance and counselling when 

required. He had a quality of listening 

and making sound judgements in his 

very reflective character and with 

humour – his pipe at the ready. 

Donald expressly indicated that he 

did not want a Memorial Service. John 
McAllister (CR1967-2005), who has also 

tragically passed away, and I were 

hoping to arrange a Cricket or Hockey 

match to honour Donald’s memory later 

in the year. As you know these two 

sports were his passion and might have 

been a bit of fun. 

Obituary of Donald Newton 
by Chris Arkell (B1946-52 & 
CR1962-93)

‘It was with great sadness that the 

death of Donald became known to 

many and especially those of us 

who had known him and worked with 

him at Aldenham in the sixties, 

seventies and eighties. I joined the staff 

in 1962, at the same time as Donald, and 

was immediately impressed by a man 

who seemed to me to be the epitome of 

the true schoolmaster. He was 

organised, talented and interested, with 

a dry sense of humour.

Donald was the first House Tutor of 

Kennedy’s House, working with David 
Wallace-Hadrill (CR1953-55 & CR1962-
86) and later with me and my family. As 

a new Housemaster in 1972, it was a 

great support to us to have Donald in 

the House. On many occasions he 

helped me to resolve the problems 

which a Housemaster encounters. In the 

classroom, teaching mathematics, he 

was inspirational. Outside he was 

closely involved in cricket and hockey, 

especially the latter. Under his guidance 

the Prep Schools’ Hockey Festival, held 

yearly, became an important fixture in 

the Aldenham calendar. It did much to 

establish and strengthen links with Prep 

Schools and show them what an 

excellent school Aldenham was (and is). 

There were several resident members of 

staff at this time, Jack Waddell 
(SHO1938-42 & CR1954-86), Michael 
Hetherington (CR1959-94) and others, 

who were the pillars of the School.

After my retirement, we kept in 

touch. He loved classical music and we 

met on quite a few occasions at the 

Festival Hall to listen to wonderful 

music. I believe he also did some cricket 

umpiring locally in Margate and went on 

cruises to exotic parts or also Arctic 

ones. My great interest in stamps, 

especially English Special Issues is as a 

result of his advice and help, it is an 

honour for me to pay my respects to a 

man I greatly admired as a colleague 

and a friend.”

Letter from Mary Galvin 
(Housemaster’s wife and 
Matron 1984-1999) re: 
Memories of Donald Newton

I have had a good chat with Mum, 

Vera Wallace-Hadrill (Housemaster’s 
wife & Matron 1962-72), about 

Donald and we both have fond memories 

of him as the first House Tutor in 

Kennedy’s. In fact, I remember clearly 

when he arrived - in a flash, pale blue 

convertible Sunbeam Alpine sports car! 

In those days, all the boys ate in 

house and in the evenings the House 

Tutor, Cook and Matron ate with the 

Housemaster’s family on the private 

side and often stayed to watch television 

afterwards. For that reason Mum would 

like it to be said that Donald became 

part of the family and indeed he did. He 

remembered all our birthdays and was a 

kind and thoughtful member of the team. 

As a teenager, I had fearsome 

arguments with him over the supper 

table about issues of the day which I 

still recall very clearly! When my 

parents left and Chris Arkell moved in 

with his wife and their 4 children, I 

know that he involved himself in a 

similar way. Since he had absolutely  

no family of his own, I think the 

Housemaster’s family of the time must 

have provided a stability that he needed. 

Austin remembers him as part of a 

quorum of confirmed bachelors in the 

early 70’s - Jack Waddell, Michael 

Hetherington, Donald and Austin (who 

got away!) 

Donald was chairman of the 

Common Room for many years and 

there was always plenty of sherry in the 

cupboard for desperate moments. He 

did the timetable for years without a 

computer and I remember him always 

doing the Telegraph crossword before 

breakfast. 

Pimpo and Carmen Castro 
(Kennedy’s Staff 1973-Present) will also 

have their own insights into Donald in 

the Arkell years.”

John 
Whitehead
Patrick Rowley (B1947-50), the only 

journalist in the world to report on  

both the 1968 Olympics and the 2012 

Olympics Games, contacted the OA 

Office with news of the death of John 

Whitehead.

 John Whitehead, an international 

hockey umpire who was for years the 

umpire for the Old Aldenhamians 

Hockey Club, died suddenly on October 3rd.

The highpoint of his umpiring career 

was the European Cup at Madrid in 

1974. A former Oxford University 

graduate, he worked most of his life for 

Mullard as an electrical engineer. His 

work started with the earliest black and 

white televisions eventually leading to 

involvement in silicon chips and micro 

circuitry used in pace-makers and 

sophisticated military equipment. 
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Tony Archbold
Tony Archbold (SHE1936-38), who died on 21 
May 2012, was born in Worthing, Sussex in 
1921, the son of Kenneth Archbold, MC, and 
Ruth Cooksey. The family owned and operated 
a shipping agency in Braila, Romania.

Kenneth Antony Parker Archbold’s 

association with Aldenham 

started as a boarder with an 

intention of going to Cambridge. 

However, his father died and the family 

returned to England just before the 

outbreak of war. At 18, Tony immediately 

joined the Home Guard and enlisted 

with the Royal Corps of Signals. In 1941, 

his brother Peter (SHE1941-42) started 

at Aldenham.

Tony served in the Gun Operations 

Room, the centre of London’s Air 

Ambulance, R.A.F and Searchlights at 

the time of the London Blitz. Applying 

for an overseas posting, he was told to 

seek a Commission in the Indian Army. 

When his posting to Officers’ Training 

School, Mhow finally arrived and, after 

Embarkation Leave, Tony boarded a train 

for Grenoch in February, 1942 from the 

Guards Depot at Caterham.

Tony embarked on the P&O 

‘Strathaird’ sailing to Durban with the 

ship stopping at Freetown for food 

supplies, then on to Durban where  

all troops transshipped onto HMT 

‘Brittania’ for the rest of the journey  

to Bombay, where they arrived in  

March, 1942. 

From there he travelled to Mhow, 

renamed Dr Ambedkar Nagar in 2003, 

an Officer Cadet Training Unit for the 

Indian Army where he underwent 4 

months training. In July 1942, Tony was 

commissioned into the 7th Light Cavalry 

and joined the unit at Galunche Camp, 

near Poona where it was engaged in 

Internal Security duties during the 

period of the Ghandi Riots. 

Towards the end of October 1942, 

Tony was posted to the 2/13 Bn. Frontier 

Force Rifles at Ranchi, Bihar, (North of 

Calcutta), where the Battalion was being 

formed as ‘mounted infantry’ with 350 

tonga ponies, 120 half ton Willys trucks 

and at least 100 Jeeps plus some 

Armoured Personnel Carriers. Appointed 

as Quartermaster, he had to learn the 

names of all the mounted infantry 

equipment in Urdu - as well as how it all 

functioned in English! 

The Unit trained to become 

Reconnaissance Troops, tasked to locate 

the enemy, were on the point of 

departing for operations in the Arakan 

region of Burma when their War 

Equipment Table was cancelled and the 

Unit reverted to Rifle Battalion - 

Combined Operations.

 After operations in the Maungdaw 

Buthidang area, a notorious area of  

road tunnels providing access to India 

well manned and fortified by the 

Japanese, the monsoon arrived and  

they pulled back to the Arakan coast 

where they planned for further 

Combined Operations including the 

Rangoon landing. 

By late 1944, the invasion of Europe 

by the Allies forces had progressed 

making some landing craft available for 

the Far Eastern war zone. This required 

the troops to adopt the technique of 

rope ladders into Landing Craft from the 

Landing Ships used to carry them to 

various beaches along the Arakan coast 

including a number of islands where 

they met little opposition. 15th 

Independent Indian Corps, stationed at 

Ranchi, India was assigned to 

commence encircling operations along 

the Arakan coast. Embarkation point 

was Chittagong, south east of Calcutta, 

stopping first at Ramree Island, where 

they clambered down into landing craft 

and achieved a bloodless landing. 

Supporting troops, such as the West 

African Rifles, followed them up and 

dispersed any enemy stragglers.

At this stage, Tony won nomination 

for UK leave in a raffle, spending 28 days 

away and at the end of which, the 

recapture of Burma had been completed 

by taking Rangoon. After leave, Tony 

returned to rejoin the Division at 

Bangalore and was posted to Admin 

Area Kandy, Ceylon, though this posting, 

as Major, lasted only two months. Tony 

was next appointed Provost Marshal, 

Kandy, which included Mountbatten’s H.Q. 

After the war, Tony worked for a 

British company as a Forester in the 

teak forests of Burma and when the 

Government of Burma took control of 

overseas interests, the company paid his 

fare to ‘anywhere in the world’. Tony 

chose Sydney, Australia and it was 1948.

Tony married Norma Cains the  

same year and, following a short stint  

in the Insurance industry, he 

commenced employment with 

Woolworths in 1951 and began his 

accountancy studies. Tony remained 

with Woolworths for 31 years, retiring  

as Head Office Accountant in 1982.

Having been Church Treasurer and 

Warden at St Anne’s Ryde, New South 

Wales, leading a development of church 

property in 1969 and the 1970’s, Tony 

completed qualifications in Real Estate 

and Valuation. On retiring from 

Woolworths, Tony entered the Real 

Estate industry for the next 17 years.

From 1965-92, Norma was heavily 

involved in the Lantern Clubs in NSW, a 

group set up to fundraise for the Royal 

Institute for Deaf and Blind Children, 

consequently Tony became involved. He 

was also an Alderman on Ryde Council 

for ten years from 1981. Following 

Norma’s death in 1992, Tony remained 

civically active until the last 5 years  

of his life.

Tony is survived by his son  

Michael, daughters Helen and Anne,  

6 grandchildren and 3 great 

grandchildren.

Aldenham shared a special place  

in his heart and he managed his last 

visit to the School, in 2000.
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David Wilson MC
Pioneer of commercial television who was a founder of 
Southern Television and tried to tackle the power of the 
broadcasting unions

The following appeared in The 

Times on 7 March 2012: 

David Wilson (P1931-35), who 

died on 25 February, 2012, aged 95, was 

Managing Director and then Chairman 

of Southern Television between 1959 

and 1981 and was one of the pioneers of 

commercial TV in the regions. Operating 

mainly from Southampton, Southern’s 

operations covered a large part of the 

South of England and under Wilson’s 

direction produced programmes such  

as Day by Day, House Party and the 

children’s programme How.  

Christopher David Wilson was born 

in 1916 and although he had an 

upbringing that emphasised the 

importance of the intellect he lived in 

impoverished circumstances. He was 

descended from a family of musical 

scholars – Sir David Tovey on one side 

and Christopher Wilson, a famous 

Mendelssohn scholar, on the other – and 

his deep love of choral music was a pacifying 

influence on his volatile temperament.

At the age of 8, he became a chorister 

at St George’s, Windsor, and sang 13 

services a week and all the private chapel 

services for George V and Queen Mary. 

After Aldenham, Wilson became an 

Articled Clerk in an accountancy 

practice but when the Second World 

War began he joined the Royal Artillery, 

he rose to the rank of Captain. He was 

always reticent about the Military Cross 

that he was awarded after his service in 

the Italian campaign, but the citation 

mentioned his “undaunted courage” in 

leaving his tank, armed only with a 

revolver and hand grenades, to go to the 

assistance of a company of Gurkhas.

After the war he joined Associated 

Newspapers, a connection which led to 

his arrival at Southern Television as 

General Manager in 1957, a year before 

its official launch. He became its 

Managing Director in 1959 responsible 

for, among many others, peak-time 

transmissions by Southern on ITV of 

spectacular opera performances from 

Glyndebourne between 1970 and 1981,  

a direct result of his love of music.

Southern lost the franchise for 

broadcasting in the south in 1981 when 

Lady Plowden, Chairman of the 

Independent Broadcasting Authority, 

awarded the contract to TVS. Wilson 

took it personally and remained 

embittered by the decision.

He was appointed CBE for services  

to television in 1968. His wife, Jean, 

predeceased him in 1997 and they had 

no children.

David Smither

A recent letter to the Editor from 

William Pumfrey (P1962-67): I 
was very sorry to read recently 

in Aldenhamiana of the sad and untimely 

passing of David Smither (P1962-67).
 Although he and I were not 

especially close friends, I have a 

particular reason for remembering  

him with considerable gratitude.

On arrival at Aldenham, as a small 

boy of 14 years, I was required for the 

first time to dress in a tunic shirt and 

detachable day collar. For this purpose I 

had the standard issue of a back collar 

stud and a front collar stud. The back 

stud was fine. I still have it and use it as 

occasion demands. The problem was 

with the front stud. It was hinged to 

enable the front of the stud to pass 

easily through the eye of both neckband 

and collar and having done so to be 

turned down so as to hold both in place 

before you put your tie on. But the 

wretched thing was far too long. It 

pressed deeply into my then delicate 

neck, leaving an angry red mark. 

Discomfort was not the word. This 

monstrosity still sits on my dressing 

table, unused for the last fifty plus years.

Unused, that is, because happily and 

unexpectedly David came to my rescue. 

Hanging around the metalwork shop 

one day I happened upon him and 

bemoaned my plight in his direction. In 

an instant he picked up a piece of brass 

from the bench and on the lathe 

fashioned out of it the perfect collar 

stud. It was but the work of a minute, 

but the result was wonderful – and I 

bless his name to this day whenever I 

put on a tunic shirt and white collar 

before sallying forth to a formal 

appointment in the metropolis, wearing 

the collar stud David made for me fifty 

years ago.

Such skill as he possessed in 

metalworking was a thing wonderful  

to watch. I have never forgotten it. David 

blossomed under the tutelage of Mr 
Courtenay-Barratt (CR1960-73), whose 

standards were of the highest. I once 

drilled a hole in a piece of wood in the 

wrong place. Seeking to remedy this, I 

delicately enquired if there was any 

plastic wood to fill the hole and 

hopefully disguise the error. Even after 

fifty years the withering response of Mr 

Courtenay-Barratt still rings in my ears: 

“Pumfrey, we do not, in this workshop, 

use plastic wood (pronounced as if this 

were some unmentionable artefact) 

– and in consequence we do not have 

any”. I was hopeless at wood- and 

metalwork, but David was in his 

element.

I trust, by the way, that sartorial 

standards are being maintained and 

that pupils are not allowed to get away 

with attached collars these days.  

Please don’t answer this – it will be too 

upsetting.
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Barry Pinkerton
Pam Pinkerton has kindly sent the following notice about her 
husband, Barry Patrick Woodman Pinkerton (B1956-60). 

Barry worked in the City of London 

for approximately ten years before 

moving to California in 1975 

where he took a position with Gerald J. 

Sullivan Companies as an Insurance 

Broker. Highly respected by his peers 

and clients, Barry ultimately retired in 

2006 then founded his own small 

company which he ran successfully 

until early 2011.

On entering Aldenham, Christmas 

Term 1956, Barry was always very proud 

of his connections to the School and 

would often regale us with stories, both 

good and bad, of his years there. He made 

many good and lasting friendships, 

Roger Tingle (B1956-61) for one, and 

those associations never ceased, even 

when we moved to California in 1975.

Barry was an avid reader and loved to 

travel. He passed away at home on 11 July 

2011 just three days after diagnosis for 

cancer was confirmed and he is survived 

by his wife Pamela, his two daughters, 

Cheney and Brittany, and by his three 

year old granddaughter Lillian Jayne.

Claude Holloway
The following obituary is from The Independent

Claude Holloway (SHO1933-1936), one 

of the most successful motor torpedo 

boat commanders in the Mediterranean 

in the Second World War, also became 

through grievous injury custodian of one 

of Winston Churchill’s closest-kept 

secrets. Holloway won a Distinguished 

Service Cross for his part in the Caorle 

Point action of April 1945, in which the 

28th MTB Flotilla sank five enemy ships 

with six torpedoes, but the night fixed 

deepest in his memory was the Bari 

Harbour catastrophe of 2 December 

1943, the true story of which both the 

American and British governments tried 

to suppress.

In this Holloway played a heroic part 

as rescuer of dozens of men, and almost 

lost his life. The Royal Naval Volunteer 

Reserve officer was one of the skippers 

of the night-attack MTB flotillas which 

hampered enemy shipping from the 

time of the Allied landings on Sicily in 

July 1943 until the end of the war in 

Europe. The 70ft, lightly armed, fast and 

highly manoeuvrable craft dispatched 

supply vessels to the bottom in close-

engagement, Nelsonian manner off the 

very places of romantic British maritime 

memory: Palermo, Naples, Taranto, 

Malta and Alexandria.

Holloway’s command, MTB 242 of the 

24th Flotilla, was moored at Bari when 

Luftwaffe aircraft roared low at dusk 

over the crowded harbour. There, from 

brightly lit open holds, supplies were 

being unloaded for the Eighth Army’s 

invasion of Italy, and for the American 

Fifteenth Air Force.

The scene became an inferno; 17 

ships sank, many exploding, with a huge 

fountain of sparks spewing skywards 

from a Case Petrol Carrier that covered 

all in blazing 100-octane fuel. Deadlier 

still, and unknown to anyone caught in 

the mess, one of the vessels that blew 

up, the American SS John Harvey, was 

carrying liquid mustard gas.

So secret was the cargo of 2,000 M47A1 

gas bombs that the captain either did 

not know he had it, say some accounts, 

or if he did, say others, he was forbidden 

to warn the British harbour authorities 

about it or seek priority for unloading. 

The gas, though banned internationally 

under the 1925 Geneva Protocol, was the 

Allied chiefs’ secret precaution in case 

the enemy resorted to chemicals.

All the John Harvey’s crew were killed, 

including the chemical munitions 

supervisor from Baltimore who could 

have forewarned medical staff what 

they were dealing with. The explosion 

sprayed the poison all over the harbour, 

where it mixed with oil from damaged 

vessels. Holloway, ashore in the officers’ 

club, gathered four men – half his crew 

– and took his boat, one engine out of 

action and the steering equipment 

jammed by the raid, in zig-zags to pull 

men from the water. “It was a day which 

has been in my mind ever since,” 

Holloway said. “The raid was brilliantly 

executed – full marks to them. It was 

the worst air raid in any harbour since 

Pearl Harbour. I can’t help thinking that 

adequate precautions were not taken to 

prevent that raid.”

Claude Holloway: MTB commander who became a hero 
during the Bari Harbour disaster
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Chris Watts

Chris who has died, aged 70, was 

born in Formby, Lancashire, and 

moved south with the family in 

1949. He attended Belmont School at 

Mill Hill before starting at Aldenham  

in 1955. 

At the University of Southampton  

he graduated in Chemistry in 1963, 

followed by a PhD in Organic Chemistry 

in 1966. Next came post-doctoral years 

at the University of California at Los 

Angeles (UCLA), University of Nebraska 

and then back at Southampton. His 

expertise in computing led to a post  

as Systems Analyst with Plessey Radar 

(later Siemens) from 1969 to 1996,  

where air defence electronics were a 

major project.

His enduring interest was family 

history or genealogy. This started as a 

joint project with his brother, Michael,  

The attack, in which 1,000 military were 

killed, and many more civilians, caused 

Bari Harbour to be closed and delayed 

the invasion of Italy. Of Holloway’s 

heroism a witness recalled: “The MTB 

skipper took her alongside a mass of 

flames that had been a tanker, and leapt 

with half his crew into the blazing sea to 

rescue a dozen Norwegian seamen.” 

Holloway’s own account was that the 

“little floozie ladder” he was obliged to 

use gave way, and he fell in. Covered in 

oil and the chemical, he carried on till 

after midnight, when the MTB came 

alongside the flotilla’s depot ship Vienna 

and he took the opportunity to wash. “If 

it hadn’t been for those showers in the 

Vienna I think I would have been dead, 

frankly,” he said. “I was covered in the 

muck.” The yellow saucers of 

suppuration covering his skin had to be 

dressed every four hours after he was 

rushed to hospital at Bari and then to 

Malta, where he needed three months  

to recover.

Back in action, Holloway 

distinguished himself when on 16 April 

1945, as flotilla Commanding Officer of 

the 28th in HM MTB 409, he attacked a 

convoy of German E-boats (“Enemy war 

motor boats”) and barges, sinking one of 

them. He had to take special care since 

he had under his command two Royal 

Yugoslav Navy motor gunboats and was 

under orders not to let their crews be 

captured by their opponents, the 

partisans of Marshal Tito. The MTBs 

worked with both these factions, Tito’s 

men often serving as ship’s pilots. In the 

same week, on 11 April, Holloway had 

been one of the skippers, in three MTBs 

under Charles Jerram, who sank five 

heavily armoured Flak lighters (cargo 

and troop-carriers with anti-aircraft 

guns) with six torpedoes, each MTB 

having only two. The 28th Flotilla 

accounted for 21 enemy ships along the 

rugged Dalmatian coast, making 26 hits 

with 51 torpedoes. Flak lighters were 

particularly difficult to hit as their 

draught was shallow and torpedoes 

would run harmlessly underneath.

As with Nelson, operations in the 

Med brought reward. Holloway met 

Anne, a blonde Wren officer, on the 

island of Ischia, and the couple married 

in the English church at Naples.

Claude Raymond Holloway was 

educated at Aldenham, Elstree, and 

started work with the stockbroking firm 

John Prust & Co of Moorgate, London, 

before joining the RNVR and serving in 

HMS Warspite as an ordinary seaman 

off Norway and in the Mediterranean. 

He was commissioned as a Lieutenant 

in Coastal Forces, escorting convoys 

through “E-boat alley” off Great 

Yarmouth up to Humberside; his first 

command was MTB 54 at Weymouth.

After the war he returned to John 

Prust, which merged with Laurence, 

Keene & Gardner to become Laurence 

Prust, and rose to be a Partner, making 

his home at Wadhurst in Kent. He 

helped bring up his daughter’s three 

young children following her death at 

the age of 36 after a sudden brief illness, 

and the family would go sailing off Rye 

in a dinghy. He was at the helm of an 

MTB again during the celebrations in the 

Solent of the 200th anniversary of 

Trafalgar in 2005.

Claude Raymond Holloway, MTB 

skipper: born Streatham, London 14 May 

1919; DSC; married 1945 Anne (died 

1996; one daughter deceased, two sons); 

died Pembury, Kent 25 March 2012.

Peter 
Francis 
Williams

Brian Williams kindly notified the 

OA office that his father, Peter 
Francis Williams (B1939-42), had 

died on 5 August 2009, in Argentina.

“After Peter left Aldenham School, he 

served in the Royal Navy in World War 

II. When the war was over, he moved to 

the USA. Then he lived in several cities 

in Central America and finally returned 

to his home country. He worked in the 

pharmaceutics industry and in the 

library of the Law School of the 

University of Buenos Aires until he 

retired. He married twice and had 3 sons 

and 2 daughters.”

Michael John Watts (P1949-54), elder brother of Christopher 
Thomas Watts (P1955-60), sent the following notice: 
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in the early 1970’s, following the 

discovery of a marriage certificate  

of grandparents. This activity, of  

family history detective work, has 

become widespread and relatively 

straightforward - at least in recent years 

with the advent of the computer,  

the internet and indexing of many 

important sources such as censuses  

and civil registration. 

Back in the ‘old days’ one spent hours 

squinting at microfilm or microfiche 

readers, and one braved the scrum and 

the hazards of Somerset House or St 

Catherine’s House, to search quarterly 

indexes of births, marriages and deaths, 

or indices of wills.

With Michael based in Lancashire, 

Chris, as a bachelor brother in London, 

carried out most of the research - into 

ancestors - at the Public Record Office, 

then in Chancery Lane. Chris researched 

so thoroughly that he became the 

authority on the records of merchant 

shipping and merchant seamen, as well 

as on the records of the British Army.

The brothers co-authored “My 

Ancestor was a Merchant Seaman” (first 

edition 1986, second edition 2002) and 

“My Ancestor was in the British Army” 

(1992/2009), as well as “Tracing Births, 

Deaths and Marriages at Sea” (2004).

The Society of Genealogists published 

the above titles. Chris joined the Society, 

then based at Harrington Gardens in 

Kensington, in 1972 and was Chairman 

of its Executive Committee when it 

moved in 1984 to its current home in 

Charterhouse Buildings, off Goswell 

Road. He remained on the Executive 

Committee for many years thereafter, 

and even applied for the post of 

Librarian at one stage. Had he been 

appointed, this might perhaps have  

tied him down a little, but his love of 

travel and lecturing on family history 

topics took him around the world  

many times.

Work with Plessey had taken him to 

Canberra in the 1980s and he always 

enjoyed returning to Australia. He 

undertook four lecture tours in the US, 

four in Australia and two in New 

Zealand. He gave several talks at the 

most recent meeting (March/April 2012) 

in Adelaide of the Australasian 

Federation of Family History 

Organisations (AFFHO). This was 

followed by talks on similar topics in 

Canada, at the Ontario Genealogical 

Society’s conference (May/June 2012), 

such as immigration/emigration, army, 

merchant navy, as well as a whole range 

of material available at the National 

Archives at Kew.

Following retirement from Siemens, 

Chris became a part-time Reader 

Adviser at the Public Record Office in 

1997. These archives had conveniently 

moved from Chancery Lane to Kew, 

much nearer his home at Ashford, and 

they were soon renamed The National 

Archives. In 1998 ‘Records of Merchant 

Shipping and Seamen’, by Kelvin Smith, 

Christopher T Watts and Michael J 

Watts, was published as PRO Readers’ 

Guide No 20. 

In 2000, he and his brother Michael 

contributed to the Reader’s Digest ‘Explore 

your Family’s Past’, which remains an 

excellent general guide containing, as it 

does, the writings of over thirty of the 

leading genealogists of the day. Chris 

was the author of many Readers’ Guides 

currently available at the National 

Maritime Museum, Greenwich.

On reaching official retirement at 65, 

Chris then enjoyed what he termed an 

“Aladdin’s Lamp” contract - available 

when needed - and was also very active 

in indexing projects, many of a complex 

nature requiring his computer expertise, 

with the Friends of the National 

Archives.

He was always a good natured 

companion, at home as well as on 

travels and at Family History 

conferences, where queues formed after 

his talks - both to quiz his knowledge 

and to hear his version of “I wouldn’t 

start from there!”. 

Chris was a very popular uncle, 

enjoying the company of his brother’s 

children and grandchildren. They 

tolerated and even responded to his 

apparently endless supply of bad jokes. 

Despite some health problems for many 

years, he remained active and optimistic 

to the end.

Chris died at home in Ashford, Surrey 

on 7 August 2012.

Mrs Freda Nimmo

Kevin Nimmo has kindly sent the 

following news: “My mother, Mrs. 

Freda Nimmo, was Matron in 

Beevor’s House (1951-55) and I am sad to 

report her death at the age of ninety in 

September 2012.” Freda appears in 

House photographs taken between 1951 

and 1954.

Kevin continues, “A few years ago, my 

mother was saddened to learn of the 

death of contemporaries Geoffrey Bolt 
CR1947-56), House Tutor and, more 

recently, Michael Heckford. 

Following news of Michael Heckford’s 

death in Aldenhamiana, I wrote, on my 

mother’s behalf, to William Goodman 

asking if he had any details about 

Michael Heckford’s career after he left 

Aldenham School. Please convey my 

thanks to William Goodman for his most 

generous and courteous reply. He 

offered us some recollections of his own 

and some suggestions where more 

information might be found. On my 

mother’s death I now inherit an original 

Michael Heckford painting. 
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John Houlder CBE
The following obituary has been taken from The Daily Telegraph: 

John Maurice Houlder (M1929-33) was 

born at Epsom, Surrey, on February 20 

1916. As a child he suffered from 

asthma and from the effects of an 

operation to his right ear, and loathed 

being at school. Noting this, his father, a 

shipowner, arranged for John to become 

a £2-a-week apprentice fitter in a 

ship-repair yard when he was 16. 

At the same time John studied in the 

evenings, and passed top in the 

examination of the Institute of Chartered 

Shipbrokers. In 1935, aged 19, he was 

appointed a Director of the family 

shipping firm, Houlder Brothers, which 

operated a line of refrigerated ships 

between London and South America. 

On the outbreak of war Houlder 

joined the Royal Artillery and was 

posted to Norway, Egypt, Crete and 

Tobruk, where he found himself in 

command of the docks. Wounded by 

shellfire, he was repatriated by destroyer, 

marrying en route the nurse who looked 

after him. He was appointed MBE (military). 

Back in England, he devised and 

tested specialist equipment for landing 

stores and equipment during D-Day. 

Shortly after the invasion he visited the 

beaches and took charge of the port of 

Courseilles, which had escaped demolition. 

Later he was sent to India to assess 

requirements for amphibious operations. 

Postwar he remained focused on ship 

design and operation, steering Houlders 

into purpose-built ore carriers, gas 

carriers and drill ships. As offshore 

technology rapidly advanced, the 

company specialised in semi-

submersibles and diving support vessels. 

His most notable achievement was the 

design and delivery of a sub-sea 

construction vessel named “Uncle John”, 

for which he was awarded a Gold Medal 

by the Institute of Marine Engineers as 

well as the President’s award of the 

Society for Underwater Technology, of 

which he later became president. 

His other passion was aircraft. In 

1938 he had taken flying lessons and 

bought a Gipsy Moth, in which he took 

part in the Hungarian Aero Club’s 

Magyar Pilota Piknik, a trip he always 

considered the adventure of his life. 

After the war he held a private pilot’s 

instrument rating for 59 years, longer 

than any other Briton. He often 

upgraded his aircraft, for example fitting 

a turbocharger of his own design to the 

Cessna 310 he owned in the 1960s. By 

that time he had taken a 40-year lease 

on Elstree aerodrome, then derelict. 

Until the age of 93 he was actively 

engaged in the day-to-day management 

of what became, under his stewardship, 

a thriving airfield. 

Houlder regularly flew to St Moritz to 

ski (at night sleeping on the aircraft’s 

rear seat, which opened out into a bed). 

Unnervingly, he pioneered a method of 

flying up the valleys of the Alps in zero 

visibility by comparing a series of his 

own photographs with the images 

coming up on his radarscope. 

A dedicated birdwatcher, he made 

widespread aerial searches in Argentina 

to discover the nesting sites of flamingos. 

As he reached his late 80s, the Civil 

Aviation Authority could scarcely believe 

that he was competent to fly, but during 

his annual assessment he repelled 

efforts to ground him by flying the most 

complicated instrument patterns 

perfectly. A founding member of the Air 

Squadron, he was awarded in 2000 

(when he was 84) its Gold Medal for a 

solo flight to North America and back. 

He finally decided to fly with a safety 

pilot only at the age of 92, stopping 

altogether at 94. 

He was a member of the Council of 

the Institute of Naval Architects and 

served on the Board of Lloyds Register of 

Shipping . In 1982 he became visiting 

professor at the department of ship and 

marine technology at Strathclyde 

University, Glasgow. 

John Houlder was appointed CBE in 1977. 

He is survived by his fifth wife, Rody, 

and by two sons and a daughter by his 

previous marriages. 

Professor John Houlder died 2nd 

February 2012 

Professor John Houlder, who has died aged 95, was a pioneer 
of engineering and design both in the air and under the sea.

Ronald Collinge OBE
Ronald Ashton Hilton Collinge, OBE 
(SHO1938-43) who died last December 

at the age of 88, served with the RAF as 

a navigator and adjutant in the last 

years of WWII, and then, after 

Christchurch, Oxford and a degree in 

Jurisprudence, was called to the Bar. He 

practised for a time in Liverpool but for 

the greater part of a long career, from 

which he never fully retired, was with 

the Manchester Ship Canal Company as 

Company Secretary and then Deputy 

Managing Director.

The following extracts are taken from 

a tribute given by Alan Dickinson 
(SHE1947-52), friend and Ron’s 

successor as Company Secretary and 

colleague, at a Service of Celebration 

and Thanksgiving for Ron’s life:

The announcement of Ron’s death spoke 

of him as a remarkable gentleman who 

touched all who knew him; I wonder 

whether any words of mine can possibly 

do justice to the many and varied qualities, 

particularly as revealed by his 

distinguished career with the Manchester 

Ship Canal Company, that made him so 

remarkable, nor whether I can give adequate 

expression to the admiration, respect 

and affection in which he was held.
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Ian Dickinson
Alan Dickinson (SHE1947-52) sent the 

following tribute to his brother, Ian 
Dickinson (SHE1947-49), lost at sea 

whilst piloting a plane to Alderney, with 

his wife as a passenger, where they had 

their home. The plane developed 

electrical and navigational failures and 

Ian made a controlled landing in the 

English Channel. Before the plane sank, 

Ian ensured that Ann Marie escaped 

from the cabin with a life raft but he 

was trapped and went down with the 

plane. Ann Marie was rescued by the 

crew of a merchant ship which Ian had 

circled, as a sign of distress, before 

ditching.

“Ian and I spent our early years in a 

small salt town in Cheshire, Winsford, 

but it was set in beautiful countryside 

and, vitally, had some superb schools.

It was one of these schools, Darnhall, 

with just one entry form, small classes 

and, notably, a very wide social mix that 

Ian and I attended. Discipline was strict, 

but you knew the rules and however 

severe the punishment there was never 

any sense of injustice.

Ian was a clever child, and 

exceptionally numerate. I remember 

him keeping me awake in our shared 

bedroom as he recited multiplication 

tables way up to 99 and, with much 

muttering, solving long division sums in 

his head.

Inspired by dedicated teachers, he 

flourished at Darnhall. Indeed, when the 

time came for him to leave, the 

Headmaster, in correspondence with our 

parents wrote, ‘I value your reference to 

any good influence which I may have 

been able to exert on Ian’s character and 

training. It has not been a difficult task, 

for the material on which I had to work 

was first rate’.

A fine tribute to an outstanding pupil 

from an outstanding Headmaster, not 

given to easy praise.

It had been intended to enter Ian for 

scholarships, but cruelly, a long bout of 

ill health, though happily with no lasting 

effect, put paid to that, and a particular 

disappointment was that he had to give 

up his dream of Dartmouth Naval 

College, an early indication of a 

lifetime’s love of the sea and sailing.

Ultimately, on medical advice, it was 

decided that he should go south to 

benefit from a gentler climate. So it was 

that, in 1947, he came to Aldenham, a 

choice most certainly influenced by the 

presence of George Riding (1933-49) 
(Dec’d) as Headmaster, another 

northerner with whom father struck up 

an immediate rapport.

Again, Ian excelled academically but 

also, completely restored to health, he 

distinguished himself at games and 

athletics, representing the School and 

setting a new high jump record.

From Aldenham to Rolls Royce, an 

engineering apprenticeship and Crewe 

Technical College, from where he won 

Just when Ron was persuaded away 

from practice at the Liverpool Bar to join 

the company is perhaps not quite lost in 

the mists of time, but it’s certainly the 

case that, counting from its opening in 

1894, and acknowledging that he never 

really retired, he was with the company 

for getting on for half its entire 

existence.

During those years his contribution 

must surely be counted as beyond value, 

simply magnificent. Yes, as well as his 

long service as Secretary, he became a 

Board member and Deputy Managing 

Director, but merely to recite his 

appointments fails utterly to convey the 

extent and richness of that contribution.

His qualities of intellect, competence, 

and utter integrity, too, earned him not 

only the great esteem of his colleagues 

but also that of the many public bodies 

– local authorities and the like – and 

other organisations, large and small, 

with which the company was inevitably 

involved and with whom Ron was often 

the contact.

The extent of the respect for him 

within this wider field and, indeed, the 

north west and beyond, was made 

especially apparent when he was 

awarded the OBE, an accolade that not 

only delighted his Ship Canal friends 

and colleagues but was universally 

acknowledged as thoroughly merited, 

not least for his part, particularly in the 

early stages, in the so very successful 

re-development of the former 

Manchester dock estate, where among 

other features now stand The Imperial 

War Museum North and The Lowry 

Centre.

For all his gifts and achievements, 

Ron was exceptionally modest. But 

perhaps above all, what has come to the 

fore time and again from among the 

many tributes to his many qualities is 

the remembrance of his inherent 

kindliness.

As for his great sense of humour, 

often mischievous, a colleague has told 

me of being with Ron at a meeting with 

big wigs who’d come up from London 

and, not taking any great pains to 

conceal their view that when their train 

left Euston, they’d departed civilisation. 

They were to be taken out to lunch and 

with a perfectly straight face, Ron told 

them of the regional delights that 

awaited them: tripe and onions; pigs’ 

trotters, and if they were lucky and it 

was on the menu, cow heel pie.

Away from work Ron was equally 

admired and respected, not least for his 

tireless support for the local hospice and 

his contribution as a member of the 

P.C.C. to his parish church.

How very much he was valued, how 

very much he will be missed, how we 

feel for Jessie, with whom he found 

renewed happiness after the death at a 

cruelly young age of Marjorie, his first 

wife. Ron – a remarkable gentleman 

indeed. 

Ron had been a great supporter of 

the School and gave generously over the 

years to the School’s development 

projects, including the Theatre, annual 

funds and most recently The Wells 

Centre. Unfortunately he was not able to 

be with us for the official opening but 

we will remember him and his name 

will be included on the Donor 

recognition board.

Ron Collinge, born 22 August 1924, 

died 18 December 2011.
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the rare distinction of a State 

Scholarship – the very first from  

the college.

And so to Cambridge, St Catharine’s, 

where he read Mechanical Sciences and 

involved himself particularly in the 

Scott Polar Institute, leading to a 

summer long joint Oxford Cambridge 

geological expedition to Spitzbergen.

I was a year behind him at 

Cambridge and at a different college, 

but we both played hockey and I 

particularly remember when our 

colleges were to meet at a late stage in 

Cuppers and finding in my pigeon hole 

on the morning of the match a card 

from Ian with just three words “Cats  

for Kippers!”

Yes, we were kippered: Cats won.

Two years’ National Service with the 

Royal Navy followed, as an Electrical 

Officer, but also as a Maths instructor 

helping, in particular, and with great 

success, those struggling with retake 

exams.

Ian would have stayed on for a career 

in the Navy but, and a very big but, he 

returned to civilian life when he 

proposed marriage to Ann Marie and 

was accepted. They had known each 

other from childhood; to all who knew 

them their marriage seemed simply 

pre-ordained, and over the long years 

since their wedding in July 1959, what a 

truly inspiring marriage it proved to be.

With marriage came children – 

Nicholas, Ally and Ruth: fine, fine people, 

straight and true – and then 

grandchildren: Rupert, James, Jack and 

George – what joy they gave, with what 

love and pride Ian spoke of them.

Now married, it was not long before 

Ian and Ann Marie, following the death 

of her father, came back from the south 

where they had been living to Cheshire 

to run the business that he had built up 

– marquees and heavy made up textiles. 

Using his engineering skills and very 

considerable entrepreneurial ability, and 

taking advantage of developments in 

specialised fabrics, this led to Ian 

designing and erecting sophisticated 

structures for worldwide projects. 

Ian’s life was so much more than 

work though, whatever the leisure 

activity, there was the same diligence 

that he gave to work.

He started sailing in the 1970’s as a 

family activity in European and 

Mediterranean waters but later, often 

accompanied by Ann Marie, herself a 

very accomplished sailor, and with 

crews of an international flavour, 

skippering memorable voyages 

worldwide, including two Atlantic 

crossings and another across the Pacific 

to Brisbane and then up to Darwin.

It was also in the 1970’s that Ian 

became a member of the RNVR Yacht 

Club, serving in almost every position on 

the executive committee, with the 

accolade of Commodore in 1988/89.

There was also walking, again a 

family activity at first, and then with 

Ann Marie, especially in their beloved 

Lake District, tackling the Fells with 

serious purpose.

Finally, yes, there was flying which, 

remarkably, he took up in his late sixties. 

Applying himself with the same 

diligence that was such a characteristic 

of all he did, he became extremely 

proficient. 

Paying tribute, other pilots have 

commented that, at the very end, to 

have made the controlled landing on 

water that he did, ensuring Ann Marie’s 

survival, required skills of the very 

highest order.

What of Ian the man, as husband, 

father, grandfather, brother, uncle, 

friend? Well, it’s clear from his 

achievements that he had qualities of 

intellect, judgement, vision, application, 

energy and perseverance, but more than 

that, for whilst the setting of goals and 

their realisation was certainly a serious 

business for Ian, whether at work or 

play, and frivolity was not in his nature 

his was no austere personality.

He loved laughter, the beauty of 

nature, and the joy of family and 

friends, for whom he was so steadfast in 

times of sorrow or difficulty and to 

whom he gave so unstintingly of his 

time – especially the young.

Of the many tributes since Ian’s 

death, a good number have spoken of 

the goodness he did so unobtrusively. I 

recall how, after the first reports of the 

accident, one man, now middle aged, 

rang begging me to tell him that it was 

not Ian who was feared lost. “I was 

making a real mess of life and in 

despair”, he said. “It was Ian who put me 

back on the rails. I owe him everything”.

When Ian and Ann Marie moved to 

Alderney, his dedication to his Christian 

faith found expression not only in his 

work for St. Anne’s, the Anglican Church 

on the island, where he was head 

sidesman, but across denominational 

boundaries.

Thus, he attended and sometimes led 

an ecumenical prayer group, and also 

the Salvation Army men’s prayer 

breakfast, never missing one, and 

inviting to his 79th birthday party all 

who prayed with him.

At the service for Ian, at St Anne’s in 

November, the church was packed – a 

testimony to the high regard in which 

Ian, and Ann Marie, were held by the 

island community. The vicar and a 

Methodist minister gave moving 

tributes; the senior Salvation Army 

officer took a place in the chancel. With 

almost all its staff present at the service, 

the airfield from which Ian had flown so 

often was closed to normal traffic: a 

plane from Aurigny, the island’s own 

airline, flew over the church in tribute. 

Ian – a life well lived. Thanks be  

to God”.

Ian Dickinson died 12 November 

2011.

Fred Titmus
Alan Day (K1969-74), current School 

Governor, rang the OA Office in response 

to the article that appeared in the 39th 

Edition of Aldenhamiana to explain that 

Fred Titmus, at the age of 13 or 14, 

belonged to Kentish Town Boys’ Club 

which was supported by Aldenham.

Every year, they came to camp at 

Aldenham School and Fred was spotted 

playing cricket by Mr Timms 
(Groundsman 1935-54) who put him 

forward to the MCC. Fred Titmus went 

on to play for Middlesex and England, 

and was a cricket professional at 

Aldenham in the 1970s.
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Rodney FitzGerald MA(Oxon) MBE
Rodney Cyril Alban FitzGerald (B1939-41) who has died aged 
88 was known to all as Fitz. 

Richard Walker-Arnott, Senior Past 

Master of the Loriners Company 

wrote the following tribute: ‘A 

City man through and through, Fitz was 

at Lloyd’s, becoming Managing Director 

of Brokers Hinton Hill and Coles, now 

Aon, and was an underwriting member. 

Elected in 1981 to the Court of Common 

Council for the Bread Street Ward in the 

City of London, he served as Sheriff in 

1982-3 in the Mayoralties of Sir Antony 

Joliffe and Dame Mary Donaldson before 

becoming Deputy for the Ward in 1991. 

He served in that capacity until he stood 

down from the Corporation in 2009. At 

one time or another, he sat on most of 

the major committees of the 

Corporation of London and chaired the 

Establishment Committee. 

In 2008 he was appointed MBE for 

services to the City. Fitz’s mother 

Company was the Gold and Silver Wyre 

Drawers, where he became Master in 

1978. He was a member of the Bread 

Street, Aldersgate and Lime Street  

Ward Clubs, and had been Master of  

the first two.

An enthusiastic sportsman though 

modest about his achievements, Fitz’s 

skills were significant on the cricket 

field. After school at Mill Hill and 

Aldenham, he went up to Pembroke 

College, Oxford having already played 

for the Public School Wanderers against 

Cambridge in 1942.

 At Oxford, where he read French and 

German, he played in two seasons for 

the University, though the one Varsity 

Match he played at Lord’s in 1944 found 

him on the losing side. In 1944, he 

played for a Lord’s XI which included 

Percy Chapman, against Canada. Later 

on he played for the Sussex second XI 

and it was no surprise that he was 

nominated a member of the MCC in 

1938, becoming a full member in 1951. 

He was also a member of the Royal 

Mid Surrey Golf Club, the Lloyd’s Golfing 

Society, the County Cricketers Golfing 

Society and the Loriners Golf Team 

which won the Prince Arthur of 

Connaught Cup in 1991.

After active days as a sportsman, Fitz 

continued to give much time to sport 

especially for young people. He was a 

Governor of the Sports Aid Foundation, a 

Trustee of the London Playing Fields 

Foundation and before that, a Trustee of 

the Greater London Playing Fields 

Association, as well as a Vice Chairman 

of the London Youth Games at the 

Crystal Palace Finals and had served 

that organisation for 35 years.

Rodney FitzGerald, proposed by his 

father Cyril who was Master in 1964, 

was made a Freeman of the Loriners 

Company and enclothed with the Livery 

on 25th January 1962. He joined the 

Court on 18th April 1985, just as well as 

the under 60 rule had not existed at that 

time, and served as Master of the 

Worshipful Company of Loriners in 

1994. That year was memorable for 

several reasons: as Master and as the 

prime mover in establishing a link with 

the Household Cavalry Mounted 

Regiment. It was also the year that the 

Company first sponsored a young rider 

recommended by the Sports Aid 

Foundation and at the July Court Lunch, 

Fitz’s guest was Sir Denis Thatcher, Bt.

He was responsible for the 

Corporation putting up the plaque at the 

new entrance to Bank Tube Station, at 

No 1 Poultry, recording the area where 

the Loriners practised their craft in the 

13th century.

He was good company, devoted to the 

City and its Livery Companies and will 

be sadly missed.

From the LYGF website, 21 
February 2012:

The London Youth Games 

Foundation was sad to learn of 

the passing of Rodney FitzGerald, 

pictured third from left, one of the 

original members of the management 

board when the Games first launched  

in 1977. 

He was a key figure in keeping the 

Games financially afloat in its early 

years and remained a friend of the 

Games throughout his life.

He was an avid cricket fan and a 

member of the MCC. The London Youth 

Games’ Indoor Cricket Cups are named 

after him and it is apt that those 

competitions will begin once again this 

weekend at Harrow Leisure Centre.

The funeral took place at Golders 

Green Crematorium on Thursday 23rd 

February. Rev Parrot of St Lawrence 

Jewry led the prayers. The post funeral 

reception was held at Lord’s in the Long 

Room and bar of the Pavilion.

The family requested no flowers, but 

instead that donations be made to the 

Rodney FitzGerald Memorial Fund. The 

fund will distribute monies to London 

Youth Games Foundation, London 

Playing Fields Foundation and Arts for 

All, three charities close to Rodney 

FitzGerald.
‘fitz’, 3rd from left, presents a cheque to the London Youth games
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Tony Button
Roger Munyard, Former Governor 1990-2002 and parent has 
sent the following report on Dr Anthony (Tony) Button, PhD, 
School Governor 1987 then Chairman 1990 to 1995

Tony Button who died on 10th 

August 2011 donated his body for 

Medical Education Training and 

Research.

In Southwark Cathedral on 18th May 

2012, relatives and friends of deceased 

donors attended a Service of 

Thanksgiving.

He was a brewer and the Brewers’ 

Company, Trustees of the School, 

appointed him a Governor of Aldenham 

School in 1987 and he became Chairman 

from 1990 to 1995 with the brief to 

consider closing the school.

Aldenham School today has much to 

thank Tony Button for. His energy and 

drive was a significant factor in the 

survival of the school during the decade 

ending in 1995. With bank borrowings in 

excess of £2 million and a reducing 

pupil intake, the horizon looked bleak.

Proceeds from the sale of ‘The 

Crucifixion’ by Stanley Spencer, donated 

by the Martineau family, reduced the 

borrowing considerably and removed 

pressure from the bank. Tony Button’s 

bold move to build the Prep School and 

extend the entry age level down to 11 

years, move the Nursery School from the 

cricket pavilion to the old Sanitorium 

and the appointment of a new 

Headmaster, Stephen Borthwick 
(1994-2000), started the revival of 

Aldenham School.

The Governance of the School was 

enshrined in a Trust Deed of 1597 that 

was very cumbersome. Protracted 

negotiations with the Charity 

Commission eventually agreed an 

amended Deed more in keeping with the 

times.

Through force of circumstances, the 

maintenance of the buildings had lapsed 

and Tony’s strict control of core financial 

budgets gradually reformed the 

situation- pupil numbers increased, an 

annual programme of buildings’ 

maintenance was agreed and finances 

began to strengthen.

Tony was a ‘hands on’ Governor and 

spent days at the School every week 

working closely with the Headmaster, 

Bursar and a small core of the 

Governors. After his retirement John 
Woodrow (B1946-51) was appointed 

Chairman to succeed him. The School 

has been in good hands ever since.

To mark Tony’s contribution to the 

School, the playing field behind the Prep 

School is now known as ‘The Button 

Field’.

Tony Button had a distinguished 

business career as a brewer. After his 

apprenticeship with a Wolverhampton 

brewer he moved to Watney’s in London. 

He gained his PhD in fermentation 

technology after a secondment to the 

Brewing Research Foundation.

In the later stages of his career, he 

became a visiting Professor at Heriot 

Watt University. He was a Director on 

the Boards of eight regional brewing 

companies in the UK and ultimately 

became Chairman of Watney, Coombe  

& Reid in London.

Button field was officially opened at the Prep School Sports day 20th July 2012 by martin thomas, governor
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Booking Form

Name

House & dates at Aldenham

Address

Post Code

Telephone (home)

Email

Telephone (work)

Telephone (mobile)

I would also like to bring a guest, his / her name is 

Please indicate any special dietary requirements

Old Aldenhamian Day
    
Sunday 9th June 2013

It’s now 30 years since the first girls joined  
the OA Society

OA Day 2013 will celebrate ‘The Ladies’ –  
OAs, wives, girlfriends, mothers,  
daughters & sisters 

A programme for the day will be announced nearer the time and you are 
welcome to attend all or part of the day.

Please register your intention to attend by email to jackie@aldenham.com  
or by completing the slip below by Monday 20th May 2013 



AnnUAL gEnErAL mEETing 
6pm Wednesday 13th March 2013

The Whitbread Room, Aldenham School

An Agenda will be circulated in advance of the meeting.  Please send items for discussion  
to the Development and OA Office.

There will be a complimentary Supper at 7.30pm for OAs and their guests.

If you are unable to attend the meeting you are welcome to attend the Supper only.  

For catering purposes, please register your intention to attend by email to  
jackie@aldenham.com or by returning the slip on the right

AnnUAL DinnEr 2012 
Friday 16 November at Aldenham School

6.15pm Drinks Reception in The Wells Centre 6.30pm Tours of The Wells Centre

7.00pm Concert    7.45pm Dinner in the Dining Hall

It’s 30 years since the first girls joined the OA Society – let’s celebrate!

Why not book a table and get together?

OA – Class of 1952 it’s your Diamond Jubilee, Class of 1962 (Gold), Class of 1982 (Pearl), 
Class of 1987 (Silver), Class of 1997 (Crystal)

Footballers - Fives - Cricketers - Hockey Players – drink to the highs and the lows

Partners welcome    Tables seat a maximum of 12 people

Dress: Black Tie or Lounge Suit  Ladies: Evening wear

Tickets: £35 per person or £25 per person under 30 on day of Dinner  
(Ticket price includes half bottle of wine, a 4 course dinner & coffee)

Bookings to Ian Luetchford c/o Development and OA Office, Aldenham School, Elstree, Herts 
WD6 3AJ by Monday 5th November   
Enquiries to Jackie Wilkie jackie@aldenham.com  Tel: 01923 851 614  

iS iT TimE To rEnEW YoUr oA SUBSCriPTion?

New membership subscription arrangements were unanimously approved at the Society’s 
AGM in 2002 to enable the Society to provide members with an improved service, in 
particular expansion and improvement of the OA website.

All existing Life Members who left the School twenty years ago or more are invited to pay a 
voluntary annual subscription to the Society. An appropriate sum would be £10 per annum 
though the Society would welcome larger amounts. 

If you left School in Summer 1992 or before, you are invited to start paying a voluntary 
annual subscription to the Society.   

Should you wish to make a voluntary annual subscription, please complete the Standing 
Order form (right) and return it to the Development & OA Office.
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✁

If you plan to attend the meeting &/or the Supper please complete & return this form to the  
OA Office, Aldenham School, Elstree, Herts WD6 3AJ or email: jackie@aldenham.com

STAnDing orDEr AUTHoriTY 
 Old Aldenhamian Society Voluntary Membership Subscription

Name House & dates at Aldenham

Address

Post Code

Telephone

I will be attending the AGM / Supper / and will bring                 guests to the Supper.

Email

Please indicate any special dietary requirements

Booking Form

Name

House & dates at Aldenham

Address

Post Code

Telephone (home)

Email

I will arrive for the drinks reception and concert in The Wells Centre – Yes/No

Please return this slip to Ian Luetchford, C/O Development & OA Office, Aldenham School, Elstree, Herts WD6 3AJ by Monday 5th November 2012. 

Enquiries to Jackie Wilkie Email: jackie@aldenham.com Tel: 01923 851614 

Telephone (work)

Telephone (mobile)

I would also like to bring a guest, his / her name is 

I would like                ticket(s) at £35   I would like                ticket(s) at £25 (age under 30 yrs)

Cheque enclosed for £                      made payable to “Old Aldenhamian Society”. 

Please indicate any special dietary requirements

Name

Address

Post Code

Telephone

Email

I would like to make a Voluntary Membership Subscription to the Old Aldenhamian Society of £                      each year

Start date                                 Until                                    /further notice 

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)

Bank/ Building Society details

Bank/ Building Society address

Post Code

Sort CodeAccount no.

Please return the completed form to: Richard Peart, Treasurer, Old 
Aldenhamian Society, c/o Old Aldenhamian Office, Aldenham School, 
Elstree, Herts WD6 3AJ

for oA office & Bank use only

Bank please quote as Ref Date

Please Pay
Name:  Old Aldenhamian Society
Bank:  NatWest plc

Account no.

Sort Code

Please debit my / our account accordingly.

   Signature

for oA office use only



OA ANNUAL DINNER 2012
Friday 16 November at Aldenham School

6.15pm Drinks Reception in The Wells Centre
6.30pm Tours of The Wells Centre
7.00pm Concert
7.45pm Dinner in the Dining Hall

It’s 30 years since the first girls joined the  
OA Society – let’s celebrate!

Why not book a table and get together?

OA – Class of 1952 it’s your Diamond Jubilee,
Class of 1962 (Gold), Class of 1982 (Pearl),  
Class of 1987 (Silver), Class of 1997 (Crystal) 

Footballers - Fives - Cricketers - Hockey Players –  
drink to the highs and the lows

Partners welcome
Tables seat a maximum of 12 people
Dress: Black Tie or Lounge Suit     Ladies: Evening wear

Tickets: £35 per person or £25 per person under 30 on day of Dinner  
(Ticket price includes half bottle of wine, a 4 course dinner & coffee)

Bookings to Ian Luetchford c/o Development and OA Office, Aldenham School, 
Elstree, Herts WD6 3AJ by Monday 5th November  

Enquiries to Jackie Wilkie jackie@aldenham.com  Tel: 01923 851 614


