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May 2022 

Beryl Masters (Staff 2000-17) 

 

Potts - Well what can I say  - a wonderfully unique, talented, generous, mischievous human who 

gave so much.  His pupils were his life.  He will be sorely missed. 

 

Lucy Demetriou (P2008-15) 

 

I am extremely saddened to hear this news, Mr Spencer was such a kind, memorable and lovely 

man you could tell he genuinely cared about the school and the pupils. He particularly got on well 

with my brother, Nic (P&L2002-09) and due to that good relationship, I always felt he looked out 

for me too. I will look out for the funeral arrangements on the OA website. My thoughts are with 

his family and friends.  

 

Urisha Pillary (P&R2012-19) 

 

Mr Spencer was one of the most memorable people I’ve ever met. Everything about him was 

extraordinary and you could tell within one conversation he was passionate about everything he 

did. 

 

Despite only being my teacher for 3 years, his presence around school always put a smile on my 

face, as he would always stop to chat for a minute or two even when he was in a hurry. I’ve 

probably heard him talk about making noses and placing them around the school at least 5 times 

during my time at Aldenham, but seeing them while walking between classes still made me smile 

every time. Every conversation felt like a story in the way he would draw you in and every word 

felt important, like a lesson you couldn’t miss. 

 

Mr Spencer knew I liked art and never held back from expressing how he wished I had chosen art 

for GCSE. Personally, I never thought I was that good as it was just something I did for fun, but by 

the way he praised not only me, but every student that walked into his classroom, you would 

think we were all the best artists in the country, or at least getting there. The love and care he 

put into his work, not only with the art department but also the sixth form dinner and in all the 

other way he helped around the school, was always very apparent and inspiring and I’m very 

grateful to have had the privilege of being taught by him. 

 

In year 7, I remember going to school on a Saturday with a few others that enjoyed art to learn 

how to do pottery, since that was his speciality. We each got a turn sitting at the pottery wheel 

trying to turn the clay in front of us into a bowl. I don’t think I quite got the hang of it and in the 

end, Mr Spencer had practically done it all for me, but by Monday morning there was a perfectly 

sculpted and glazed bowl ready for me to take home. I was so excited to show my parents and 

use it for the first time, and even now whenever I see the very bowl in my cupboard, I’m 

reminded of him and that memory that I know I will cherish forever. 

 

I appreciate all you have done for me, you made me feel comfortable not only being myself but 

expressing myself too, and for that I will always be thankful. 

 

Louise Page (Staff 201-15) Yes 

 

So very sad, he was a good friend and made working at Aldenham (even more) fun and 

unpredictable.  I have such fond memories of him and still tell some of his favourite jokes. 

 

Ben Ireland (P1991-96) 
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This is very sad news. Paul was, by far, my favour teacher when I was a pupil at Aldenham.  

He always made the time to listen and provide a sanctuary in the art room. His jokes and life 

insights would breakdown the teacher/student boundaries and he became almost a ‘big brother’ 

figure to many, including myself. But he never would allow you to drop your standards, goals or 

work output. Each lesson was both fun and challenging, and I look back at those times with 

extremely fond memories. 

 

‘Potts’ was a unique individual and one of those you would never forget, whether that was his 

dress sense with outlandish shirts & ties, or his blindfolded, one-handed pot throwing challenges. 

Paul lived and taught each day with a passion and made his mark on so many young lives over the 

years. 

 

He will be sorely missed by everyone that knew him. 

 

Thoughts & Prayers to his friends and family. 

 

RIP Potts. 

 

Matt Harris (B1994-99) 

 

Your message has left me in genuine shock - Paul was a funny and loveable guy. I was never 

particularly good at Art, nor did I find it interesting, but going to Art lessons was one of the most 

enjoyable 45 minute of my day. Paul would be there making jokes and helping us by finishing off 

our Artwork. I considered him more as a friend than a teacher, he would give me advice during 

my art GCSE and showed us all how to make pottery. It’s a shame I never had the chance to 

thank him for everything, but I like to think we learn from every situation and this has taught me 

the importance of school reunions.  

 

Akshey Shah (L2003-10) 

 

I am very sad to receive this news. 

 

Potts was the legend that made me pursue a creative career in making and design and 

Architecture. 

 

I remember his many charitable endeavours and still have one of the pots he helped me to make. 

Adorned with his iconic Fish Stamp. 

 

He was indeed a mentor and a member of staff that represented the Aldenham academic ethos. 

Sending my condolences to his family. 

 

 

Dan Andrews (B2000-07) (via Instagram & LinkedIn) 

 

This week we lost a true inspiration! 

 

My art teacher, mentor and friend for more than 20 years lost his fight with cancer.  

Affectionately known as Potts by so many, he gave endlessly to the school, inspired 1000s of 

young minds and helped us all get through growing up. I can only thank you for all the wonderful 

things you’ve done and given to so many. RIP friend and thank you for helping to shape my life! 

 

Gemma Lockhart (B1989-91) (nee Todman) 
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I’m so sorry to hear this sad news. Only yesterday I was unpacking from a recent house move and 

found one of Paul’s pots and thought of him.  I remember with fond memories sitting in his flat 32 

years ago. Please pass on my condolences to his family.  A lovely chilled out guy with great 

enthusiasm for art.  RIP Paul Potts. 

 

Mohi Karim Khan (B1985-90) 
 
I am deeply saddened to hear the news of Paul’s passing away. 
 
I remembered him with tremendous affection. He was so kind and so very cordial to us all.  
 
I studied pottery under his guidance.  
 
Please send the following message to his family: 
 
My very dear Paul, 
 
Today we celebrate you, your life and all the goodness and positivity that is so inherently you. 
 
We remember you for your kindness and for being our beacon in the art classes.  
 
You always chose to smile when healing our frustrations with our creations.  
 
You chose a gentle approach and patience when guiding us. 
 
I speak to you in the present, rather than the past tense, as you remain and will remain forever in our 
hearts. 
 
May the Gates of Heaven remain forever open for you.  
 

Wealands Bell (CR2004-07)  

 

The thing about Potts I'll most remember is his instinctive kindness. He hung out with a fairly 

lively cast of characters notably down the Three Horseshoes. It was commonplace for him to be 

helicoptered over to France for lunch, or to be involved in some or other exotic scheme. He was 

quite star-struck by some of his friends, and the asides he'd share with you about them could be 

highly amusing or quite beguiling in their effect. Then again, a lad from Spennymoor was always 

going to be fairly easy to impress: it's hardly the shining metropolis, and the leafy glades of 

Aldenham and the big city nearby undoubtedly worked their thrilling magic. But, when one of his 

friends died, leaving a widow with not much English or idea of how to proceed, it was Potts who 

leapt into action, organising the funeral, finding a clergyman (me - I was school chaplain at the 

time), and generally rallying round. As with everything about Paul, it stemmed from a strong sense 

of doing the right thing. His was not a conventional morality, perhaps; but it was certainly a very 

strong one. No doubt it sometimes made managing him a challenge; but it made befriending him a 

joy. May he rest in the peace and hope of God's Kingdom. 

 

Charlotte Yeabsley (P2011-18) 

 

This news is very sad. Potts taught me Art for 3 years and I loved every lesson as he was always 

so happy and bubbly. He was so talented with all his artwork, and I particularly loved all the noses 

he put around the school! All the time and effort Potts put into the Sixth Form Dinner was so 

appreciated by all the students, and without him it wouldn’t be such a special evening, it was 

definitely my favourite school event! Rest in Peace Potts, you will be sorely missed.  

 

Miles Mitchell (2003-08) 

 

This is such sad news. Potts optimised the Aldenham spirit and had time for everyone he met.  

 

The most stand out memory was the enormous effort he put into building the set for Oliver. He 

worked around the clock and quite frankly he made something that could have been in the West 
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End. I will never forget how he stood in the wings with a cabbage for Miles Edson (Bill Sykes) to 

smash with a Spanner to then dip into a pot of red paint to replicate a death scene. It was genius.  

He was the biggest character and if you ever beeped your horn at him walking through Letchmore 

Heath, he would simply raise his hand as he knew someone was trying to say Hi to him without 

having to see who it was.  This shows his popularity. RIP Potter. 

 

Jason Valint (K1984-89) 

 

That is very sad news. Sorry to have received but glad that you did notify… 

 

Paul was indeed a good friend and provided a staff function that couldn’t be easily filled by other 

teachers.  He provided an outlet for kids regardless of ability and related to growing up pains… he 

loved being with the ‘kids’ and was proud of their skills, abilities and achievements. 

 

His sense of fun and enjoying life was colourful and infectious. He sometimes enjoyed it a little too 

much, and that may have landed him in trouble, but he lived and loved life, was committed to 

Aldenham and passionate about teaching his way.  He will be very much missed.  

 

Michael Higginbottom (Headmaster 1983-94) 

 

Paul Spencer was a lovely man.  In many ways an unlikely schoolmaster, but in fact a brilliant 

one.  The boys and girls knew he really cared for them and, as you say, was able to be a true 

friend to many - and a remarkably successful Chairman of the Sixth Form Common 

Room.  Aldenham was very lucky to have him and to enjoy his career. 

 

Jacob Saunders-Holland (K2012-16) (via Facebook) 

 

Very sad news Indeed, cheers for being an incredible mentor and friend. Your legacy runs on in all 

the children you inspired, and the many small clay noses left everywhere, from Mt. Everest, to the 

school trophy cabinet, to Cuba (and all the other places we put them down for you)  

 

Danu Chandrakumar (M2010-13) (via Facebook) 

 

RIP. Someone who always told me to follow my heart no matter what anyone said.  What an 

inspiration to many lives he was.  You’ll be missed Potts. 

 

Heather Sherman (Staff 1995-20) 

 

So very sad.  He was certainly an extraordinary character and will be remembered fondly by so 

many. 

 

Lynn Rosier (Staff 1998-2018) 

 

Very sad.  Such a character.  When I started at Aldenham I wondered why teachers asked each 

other if they were going to Potters Bar, not knowing it was the VI form bar. 

 

Bev Wright (Staff 2003-16) 

 

So sorry to hear.  He was undoubtedly a special character, loved by the boys for his fun nature 

and affectionately remembered by us all. 

 

Jayne Carr (Staff 2008-21) 
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I’m so pleased he is finally at rest.  A truly unique character and he will be remembered for his 

dedication and contribution to the school. 

 

Elaine Carroll (Staff 2004-18) 

 

Very sad news – a real character. 

 

Maria Krausher (Staff 2010-17) 

 

Sorry to hear such sad news.  He really was one of a kind and will be very fondly remembered. 

 

Molly Barton (Staff 2001-11) 

 

Very sad news indeed. 

 

Janet Houghton (Staff 1986-2013) 

 

Very sad news.  Lots of fond memories of him.  He was one of a kind and will be greatly missed by 

countless people – both staff and pupils. 

 

David Mead (CR1982-87 & Staff 1987-2010) 

 

I am saddened to hear about Paul’s death.  In my time at Aldenham I came to know him really 

well. 

 

Rupert Hennen (B1990-95) 

 

What incredibly sad news.  Potts will be very sadly missed by all of us. He was an incredible man 

and I will forever have great memories of my time with Potts both at school and for the many 

years after leaving Aldenham. 

 

Alex (SH&L1987-92) & Nicky (B1990-92) Hancock (nee Heaton-Watson) 

 

Terribly sad news.  Massively kind-hearted man who always had time for you.  Nicky and I 

thoughts are with his family and the wider school community. 

 

Scott Smith (P2002-07) 

 

I was so upset to hear this, as, like everyone else, I was incredibly fond on Potts. I’ve got so many 

fun memories of him at school but also so many lovely moments watching the OA football with 

him over the last few years.  

 

Never had a bad bone in him and just one of life’s lovely people. He’ll be sadly missed.  

 

I think I speak for everyone who he taught when I say that my time at Aldenham was made that 

much easier knowing that we had Potts as not only a teacher but a friend.  

 

Gerry Frewin (P1987-92) 

 

Very sad news we got on extremely well. 

 

Simon Cain (K1998-2005) 

 

I am gutted to hear this. I would love to try and make his funeral, if allowed. 
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Such a sad day. He was one of my favourite teachers. Very heartbroken by the news.  

 

Serge Cowan (SH&R1989-93) 

 

This is very sad to hear, I have very fond memories of Paul from my time in the school and he was 

a big part of my A grade at GCSE.  

 

Sending my deepest condolences to his family. 

 

Daniel Shipton (K1996-2003) 

 

Very sad news.  

 

Mirat Balkandali (K1994-96) 

 

Thank you for letting me know, Potts helped me through my GCSE Art and used to drive us to 

and from our Athletics meets . 

 

Please do let me know if anything is planned for his memorial would love to pay my respects . 

 

Shohan Pitale (R2011-16) 

 

I am so sorry to hear, I pray for his family during this difficult time. The loss of a loved one is 

never an easy time in anyone’s life and I hope they stay strong and can get through this.  

 

Toby Jenner (M1984-87) 

 

Very sad, he not only taught me but also invited me to speak at the 6th form dinner in 2015. He’ll 

be missed. 

 

Sarah Warne (B1986-88) 

 

Very sorry to hear this sad news.  I remember him well as I did Art A Level. 

 

Please extend my best wishes to his family.  

 

Piero Munari (P1984-86)  

 

I am so sorry to hear this. I left Aldenham in 1986 and Paul was a friend indeed. He was so kind to 

visit me in Italy over the summer and always had words of wisdom for us. 

 

Please pass on my condolensces to his family. 

 

Ian Bevell (CR1991-92) 

 

Oh, my sainted Aunt! 

 

I actually wrote part of the organ music for his wedding! Actually, he was also known as "Paul the 

Potter." 

 

"Paul the "Potter" was a great friend to me, during my brief time as a member of the Common 

room. As a newbie to the teaching profession, coming to Aldenham with no real teaching 

experience at all; his advice to me was invaluable; even though most of it was dispensed from the 
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bar of the 3 Horseshoes, after closing time. He always had that mischievous glint in his eyes, even 

when he was trying to be totally serious, but we knew the "joker" couldn't be contained for very 

long. 

 

Paul's thrown his last pot on earth now; but there's bound to be some pranks and parties in 

Heaven, now that he's there. 

 

"May he rest in peace and rise in Glory." 

 

Kamal Peshawaria (M1995-99) 

 

I’m deeply saddened to hear about the loss of Paul Spencer. Potts inspired me to have a creative 

career and to study design at University. I will remember him for his witty humour, the art trip to 

Amsterdam and his approachable and kind nature.  Please pass my condolences to the family. 

 

Michael Danso-Amsarteifio (P1985-90) 

 

Very sad to hear about the death of Paul. May his soul rest in perfect peace. 

 

Kate Watts (CR1992-2017) 

 

Thank you for letting me know about Potts, very sad news indeed.  I have very happy memories of 

his life at Aldenham, especially in the Prep school where he often sought solace!  

 

Matt Miel (K1996-2003) 

 

This has come as a shock and I'm very saddened to hear this news. Potts was a lovely guy. 

 

Jayden Spring (L2004-11) 

 

This is most certainly sad news. Potts was one of the most kind-hearted whacky guys I have ever 

met. I first met him at Camp Aldenham before I started in the senior school, I think circa 2000 

and still saw him occasionally up to about a year ago when he would be down at the airfield with 

his friend Spud flying. 

 

I, as many others, will remember him very fondly and appreciate the impact he made on my 

school life for the better for so many years. 

 

Michael Deverell (B1997-2002) 

 

Thanks for the message.  I have spoken to a number of school friends in differing years about this 

and there is a genuine feeling of loss and sadness. He was a great character who created a great 

bond with those who knew him. 

 

John Maguire (CR2001-08) 

 

Dear Potts, 

 

You will forever hold a place in mine and Kate's hearts and of course in our memories. When I 

arrived as a young member of the Common Room, over 20 years ago, you immediately took us 

under your wing. There was nothing you wouldn't do for your friends and for the students. You 

gave your all and for that we are enormously grateful. We had many a happy night in the 6th Form 

Common Room, dancing and playing pool and even more fun down the Three Horseshoes. Of 

course, the 6th Form Dinner was an annual highlight and the attention you paid to this was well 
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received. With your teaching you gave your all to the students, and I have many memories of Year 

9 students enthralled as they crowded around the potter’s wheel. 

 

There were many challenges in your life, but your generous and gregarious nature shone through 

throughout. 

 

All our love and fond memories  

 

John & Kate Maguire 

 

Richard Harman (Headmaster 2000-06) 

 

I am so sorry to hear this. He was a talented man with a big heart and he loved the school. He 

will be much missed. 

 

David Emanuel (SHO1981-86) (via Facebook) 

 

Fond memories of a lovely chap that joined the school when he was just a few years older than us 

6th formers.  He embedded himself in the school and will be much missed by all.  Sad news indeed. 

 

Oliver Luttrell-Marler (L1993-98)  (via Facebook) 

 

So many fond memories of the potter. So much laughter and love.  He will be greatly missed.  RIP 

and thanks for being a major influence in my life. 

 

Ollie Price (L2010-11) (via Facebook) 

 

This is so sad.  What fond memories I have of him! 

 

Vishal Patel (1999-2007) (via Facebook) 

 

Really sad news. Rest in Peace.  

 

Jade Ria (P2010-12 ) (via Facebook) 

 

RIP Mr Potts! 

 

Zain Badshah (R2012-17) (via Facebook) 

 

RIP 

 

Jonathan Morley (K1994-98) (via Facebook) 

 

Very sad news, he was such a kind man. 

 

Kaba Rahim (L1994-99) (via Facebook) 

 

RIP - He was a wonderful teacher.  I am so sad to see him go.  

 

Chris Palmer (R1992-97) (via Facebook) 
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What a man, what a legend, what a potter class, this guy made my experience at school one of the 

best and the 2nd IX footie team went unbeaten all season due to pure enjoyment in playing, rest in 

peace Potts. 

 

Jody Myers (B1993-98) (via Facebook) 

 

Absolutely devastated by this news! 

 

Aaron Yeung (M1994-99) (via Facebook and email) 

 

RIP Potts,  Such sad news. Great guy. 

 

Potts was more a big brother than a teacher. I never did art with him, but once I hit 6th form and 

the bar opened, I got to know him much better. Amazingly kind guy.  

 

I’ll never forget the prank he did with the snickers bar on the bottom of his shoe. Brilliant!! RIP. 

I know he will be remembered fondly by many,  MANY OAs.  

 

Patrick Charlton (M1994-97) (via Facebook) 

 

Really sad to hear this, such an awesome character and abiding memory of my time at Aldenham. I 

spent months of the school year trying to figure out if his claim of impersonating Michael Bolton 

on ‘Stars in their Eyes’ was true or yet another great wind up story. Condolences to his friends 

and family. 

 

Graeme Holt (K1981-86) (via Facebook) 

 

So sorry to hear of Paul’s passing. I remember him starting at Aldenham in my final year. Just a 

totally lovely man. Such sad news. 

 

Anne Weyer (P2010-12) (via Facebook) 

 

What a great loss of a truly kind man.  There are very few people who genuinely touched the lives 

of so many.  You will be dearly missed, Potts. 

 

Nick White (K1981-86) (via Facebook) 

 

He has such a refreshing approach to the role. Such a lovely, funny guy. Very sad news. 

 

Lesley Fettes (B1992-94) (via Facebook) 

 

So sad to hear this. He was such a great and lovely teacher. Much love to his family. 

 

Rahul Thakerar (K2010-17) (Facebook) 

 

So sad  RIP Potts 

 

Russell Baldwin – Aldenham Resident (Facebook) 

 

Sad sad news ‘Potts’ was a great character and will be fondly remembered. 

 

Simon Bradfield (B1981-86) (via Facebook) 

Very sad news, he was a top bloke and a fabulous potter. 
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Miles Hurren (R&M2000-05)  (via Facebook) 

 

This is so sad. Such a kind man. 

 

He used to put in so much extra time to help us all. I remember when I was having difficulties on a 

project for my exams and spending breaks and lunch in the art room, when I explained why I 

I needed to be there he took time out of his own lunch and evenings multiple times to help me 

because he saw that I was having trouble. 

 

He is one of those teachers where you thought they had always been there and always will be. 

 

I hope his loved ones find some solace in the fact that he touched the lives of so many who 

remember him so fondly. 

 

 

Eddie Taylor (B1996-2001) (via Facebook) 

 

Dearest Mr Spencer. “Potter” so sad to hear of the passing of a great teacher and mentor, who 

took so many under his wing, nurtured us and taught us well, with such a sense of fun and love for 

us and what he gave. 

 

Dianna Desmond (via Facebook) 

 

So sorry to hear this…..he used to come into the pub where I used to work – such a lovely man. 

RIP Potter  

 

John Williams (SH1985-87) (via Facebook) 

 

RIP Potts. 

 

Angela Dillon (via Facebook) 

 

RIP Paul...such a lovely humble, and very talented man. Xx  

 

Daniel Li (P1987-92) (via Facebook) 

 

So sorry to hear about this.  I still have a mug he made for me because I lent him my Michael 

Jackson album. 

 

Nilay Sanghraika (R2002-05) (via Facebook) 

 

Potts was such an amazing character and teacher. Really sad to hear this. RIP to an incredible 

person. 

 

Karl Mclean (M1995-99) (via Facebook) 

 

Really sad news.  Potts bridged the gap between pupils and teachers, one of a kind. 

 

Roger Sugarman (B1982-86) (Via Facebook)+ 

 

A wonderful human being.  A very peaceful demeanour.  RIP Potts a man who recalled both one’s 

name and certain situations from as far back as 30 plus years ago.  Top man! 
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A lovely man who I had good conversation with every time we bumped into one another and 

remarkably 35 years after leaving he still remembered our names and stories at that time. 

 

Susan McCormick (nee Williamson) (Staff 1994-99) 

 

Very sad news such a modest kind man. 

 

Gary Taylor (CR1994-2001) (via Facebook) 

 

He was a free spirit – a wonderful colleague and friend.  He will be very deeply missed by many, 

but his memory will always be cherished. 

 

Gary Taylor (CR1994-2001) (via Facebook) 

 

Such sad news, he was so much fun and a great teacher!  He will be missed! 

 

Rod Haselden (B1975-70) (via Facebook) 

 

My thoughts are with the family, staff and students. 

 

Larisa Strawbridge (CR2003-05) 

 

So sorry to hear about Potts - he had such a love for the kids. Sending the whole Aldenham 

community my best during this difficult time.  

 

Don Michael (CR2002-13) 

 

It was with the greatest sadness that I received the news that dear Potts had passed away, my only 

hope is that he did not suffer at all  in his brief battle with cancer. I know how much he will be 

missed by his friends, colleagues and students, especially the sixth formers, with whom he shared 

a special relationship. I remember with great affection the time when we first arrived at Aldenham 

and the warm welcome we received at “ Potters Bar “ which was the sixth form social club which 

Potts managed in the evenings for the sixth form students.  

 

I agree that Potts will be remembered very fondly for his warm, caring, infectious enthusiastic and 

at sometimes potty nature. May he now rest in eternal peace. 

 

Lydia Chapman (P2010-12) 

 

I am so sad to hear about Potts. I always looked forward to bumping into him when visiting 

Aldenham and have many fond memories of time spent with him, including when we helped set up 

for the Sixth Form Dinner when I was in Y13. I actually still have the beautifully hand-written 

invitation he sent me for that dinner, as it was too special to throw away. I hope that he didn't 

suffer and knew how well he was loved.  

 

Kathleen Waite (Staff 1989-2015) 

 

Paul was always surprised and pleased that I remembered his birthday and gave him a hug. 

I was so sorry to hear that this loving, complicated, gifted, generous man had gone. I am glad he 

did not suffer for long and that he died peacefully. Rest in Peace Potts. 

 

Emily Gratton (CR2008-19) 
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I’m so saddened by the news of Potts’ passing. He was a very special member of Aldenham and 

will be greatly missed by all who knew him. I have many fond memories of him and his generosity 

to both the staff and students. He was always so eager to do anything he could to help the 

students and his efforts to make the sixth form dinner an annual success are legendary. I cherish 

my gifts from him - I have several pots and planters that he gave me over the years, as well as one 

of the famed noses he made, which now has pride of place at my home in Canada. I will always 

remember him fondly and am grateful to have known him.  

 

I’m sure the school will give him a suitably loving tribute and that his family members will be 

touched to hear how valued he was by the Aldenham community and how much he will be 

missed.  

 

Richard Cowles (P1981-86)  

 

Very sad news.  Paul joined when I was in my A-Level years and taught me how to throw 

pots.  Sadly, I didn't keep it up but I still have one of the pots that I made and he glazed for me. 

 

Paul was a lovely man who bridged the gap between students and the Common Room.    I am 

sure that he will be greatly missed. 

 

Judith Graham (Staff 1985-96) 

 

So very sorry to hear of Potts' death recently -  I had heard  that he was very ill - such a kind and 

generous fellow always, as I shall remember him. 

 

Mark Jordan (P1981-86)  

 

I’m very sorry to hear the very sad news. 

 

Although I was friendly with Paul when I was at the school and for a number of years after I left 

(he rented a house from me for a couple of years in the mid-1990s) over the subsequent years we 

sadly lost contact.  I remember him as someone highly creative, dedicated to the pupils at the 

school, not just for their academic performance, but also with the general well-being and above all 

a happy and friendly member of the team. 

 

He will be missed. 

 

Ian Pearce (L1990-95) 

 

I was very sad to see your message about Paul. I have very fond memories of him during my time 

at school. 

 

Hilary Smith (Staff 2000-01 & 2007-16)  

 

I first met Paul over 28 years ago when my son was at Aldenham School.  Paul “Potts” was 

involved with the School Play and at the after the last night party, he taught my son everything he 

needed to know about alcohol!   Unfortunately, he didn’t teach him about limiting the alcohol or 

how to handle too much of it!   However, it was a life lesson that he still remembers to this day!! 

(He has never got that drunk again!) 

 

After my son left Aldenham, I joined as Assistant to the Head of Sixth Form and worked very 

closely with Potts on the Sixth Form Dinners for many years.  His professionalism, eye for detail 

and wonderful gift of Art (so many aspects of it) were amazing!  His love of Aldenham and the 

pupils was second to none and this was most definitely the most important aspect of his life.   
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Paul touched so many people’s lives and those who knew him will definitely never forget him!! 

 

Rest in peace dear Potts, you deserve it!! 

 

James James-Crook (M1968-72, Present Governor & President of the OA Society) 

 

Whilst I was aware of his battle with cancer, this is very sad news. Whenever I visited the art 

department, especially to judge the entries for the annual Letchmore Trust art prizes, Potts was 

always enthusiastic, courteous and helpful. His artistic talents especially when he decorated the 

outside of the School Library with cascading poppies and also the Dining Hall to commemorate 

the centenary of the Great War were inspirational.       

 

Potts was a great friend of the Aldenham community and may he rest in peace. 

 

Josh Goodman (K1999-2003) 

 

Hello, I’m so saddened to learn of the passing of Potts.   It was only a few months ago that I would 

still see him in Letchmore Heath when I walked my dog on Cookes field and would have a chat or 

say hello on a weekly basis over the last couple of years.  

 

He also taught me art 20 years ago for 5 years and I have so many funny, memorable stories of 

Potts, even when he was the Manager of the 3rd football team for a year!  He was a legend of a 

teacher and if you have any details of how I can pay my respects I would be really grateful. 

 

Martin Field (CR1989-2005) 

Paul was a lovely man and over my teaching years at Aldenham I got to know him very well. His 

gentle humour (sometimes quite wicked!), keen enthusiasm for anything Aldenham was always in 

evidence with his smile and positivity. I gained a great deal from his friendship and support. 

He was able to bridge the gap between being a schoolmaster (as opposed to being just a teacher) 

and friend to countless pupils (and colleagues). There was so much respect for him and not just 

for his own talent but in bringing out the talent of his pupils. Such high standards were so evident 

in their work when seen all the time in the Art Department, where there was always a genuine 

welcome and pride in showing off such achievements, and the superb Speech Day art exhibitions. 

The overall enthusiasm engendered by his constant support and work was easy to see in his pupils 

work and their enjoyment of his lessons. 

He had a fierce pride in his pupils, which was reflected in his teaching and it was this that carried 

him through some of the more 'difficult' challenges of school management and organisation. 

He was the very embodiment of an Aldenhamian with all the standards, ambitions and modest 

care that made him so popular. 

Sad news indeed. 

 

Andreas Leonidou (B2006-13) 

It is extremely sad to hear this news and I would indeed like to send the following tribute for 

publication in the book of remembrance for Potts: 
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"Potts, you will be missed dearly. I will always remember the art classes you used to teach with 

unlimited amounts of enthusiasm and excitement. As a drama student I will never forget the 

incredible sets and props you created, as they were truly the magic behind the performances and 

they always motivated me to perform to the best of my abilities. You really were one of a kind in 

the best of ways and I will never forget you. Thank you for everything." 

 

Oliver Laurenson-Gore (K2002-07) (via LinkedIn) 

Very sad to hear the passing of “Potts” Mr Spencer - my former art teacher at school. Art was a 

subject I carried through to A-Levels and it’s probably down to his enthusiasm and passion for all 

things creative. I am proud and honoured to work in the creative industry as a result of people 

like Potts for seeing some potential in me and many others! 

 

Florian Berberich (K2012-14) 

RIP Potts, what a man   

 

Ben Weinberg (L2002-09) 

 

Very sad news. I will always remember Potts for the fun, personable gentleman he was. 

 

'Potts will be fondly remembered by everyone for his loyalty, generosity, kind-nature and one of 

the most personable people I've met. He made my experience at Aldenham that much easier and 

better. His enthusiasm was infectious and always treated his students like adults. Potts was 

everything Aldenham. He cared greatly about the OA football team and we enjoyed many-a 

Guinness at The Three Horseshoes after our home games. We'll miss seeing his smile whilst 

sitting at the bar. Sending his friends and family my thoughts and condolences during this tough 

time. May he rest in peace.' 

 

An Aldenham legend.  

 

Yohei Otsuka (P1998-2003) 

 

Awful news. RIP      Potts real passionate teacher, infectious character and even greater 

person!!! Always been a great supporter of OAFC too. 

 

Patrick Harding (L1997-2002) 

 

Terrible news. Such as nice guy and great character. 

 

Nick Baker (SHE1976-81) 

 

Joined the school in 1985, gave it almost 40 years. Would always empathise with students and 

challenged old fashioned/outdated practices that needed changing within the school. Always a fan 

of the OAFC and watched the plate final we won last year. Many will miss his smile! 

 

Edu Toiny-Pendred (R&B2012-19) 

 

Such sad news, Real great guy  . 

 

Chris Snow (B2001-08) 
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Awful news. Absolute Aldenham legend. RIP Potts. 

 

Jamie Eagell (P&L2002-2009) 

 

Very sad! Man was a legend.   

 

Jonny Bryer (B200-15) 

 

Very sad news, Aldenham legend! 

 

Tobi Caesari (P&L2002-09) 

 

Very sad. I’m sure we all have fond memories of him. RIP 

 

Max Raby (L2004-11) 

 

What a man he was! RIP   

 

Reece Bennison (R2004-11) 

 

What a character - sad news. 

 

Ollie Salami (B2004-09) 

 

What a guy!    

 

Paddy Davern (K2014-19 

 

Top top bloke. RIP. 

 

Martyn Berg (B1989-94) 

 

A wonderful soul and part of the fabric of the school! He will be sorely missed pitch side at the 

OAFC matches.  

With love.  

Martyn, Natasha, Lila & Jasper Berg   

 

Paul Turner (CR1998-2017) 

 

This is sad news indeed.  

 

Unconventional, empathetic and always willing to lend a hand, Paul will be fondly remembered for 

his help with the Polish exchange, sharing his expertise on art and his penchant for mischief. He 

was one of the great characters who will live on through his influence on others. 

 

Rishi Nimal-Raj (K2004-07) 

 

I appreciate you telling me this devasting news. I knew Mr. Spencer when I was in year 7 in 2004 

and I will never forget his fun, interactive and inspiring classes. He also trained me in my first 

pottery class, and I will always have these fond memories of him.   

 

Cristina Rego (CR2016-18) 
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I'm very sorry to hear the sad news about Potts, he gave his time to everybody at the school and 

was very well regarded by all the staff and students. He always made me feel very welcome during 

my time at Aldenham.  

 

My thoughts and prayers are with you all. 

Ugur (Aur) Esenbel (K1986-90) 

 

It is with great sadness that I hear this terrible news about Paul. I always knew him as a very easy 

going chap who would turn a blind eye to student indiscretions. He was dedicated to his art and 

have fond memories of chilling out in the pottery room with him and other students. 

 

Charlie Irish (CR2001-16) 

 

Potts was a great man and should be appreciated for all his quirky qualities. I shall remember him 

fondly for the warm way he welcomed me as a new member of staff, the way he looked after the 

gap students and also his addictive personality whether it be wine, women or chocolate. 

 

He was happiest organising fun for others - the 6th Form bar, the 6th Form Dinners and OA 

dinners. I admired his social intelligence that made him comfortable chatting to all ranks. God 

bless you Potts.  

  

Victoria Chu (P2010-2017) 

 

I am in a little shock to hear that Mr Spencer has passed so suddenly and I wish to send his family 

my condolences. I have never written a tribute before but I would like to share my fond 

memories of Mr Spencer, I know that he was well known for his contributions to 6th form dinner 

and making sets for the productions at school. However, I feel that the small random acts of 

kindness that Potts carried out daily were the most magical. 

 

I was greeted with such warmth and kindness when I first met Mr. Spencer who had introduced 

himself as Potts. I always thought that this was because I was one of the many new year 7 

students, however it soon became apparent to me that Potts was just one of the kindest souls on 

earth. Potts always had the same warm smile and great story to tell, whether it was about the 

many little clay noses hidden all around London, a helicopter ride or the ducklings he had seen in 

the pond at Letchmore heath. His presence would always brighten the room and on many 

occasions when I was a little under the weather, he would make my day.  

 

Potts passion for all forms of art was clear as he always tried to inspire us in one way or another. 

One of my most memorable art lessons would have to been when Potts brought us around the 

school to show us the clay noses he had made for different teachers. This was then proceeded 

with us attempting to make some clay noses, none of them really looked like noses but it was 

really fun and cemented my decision to take art GCSE. The success of my art GCSE would not 

have been so triumphant if Potts had not been so encouraging even though he no longer taught 

me. In addition, he was so kind to always keep the art department open in the evenings during the 

exam period to help students finish their work, I will forever be grateful. 

 

The last thing I must mention is the commitment that Potts had to the Cross Roads group. Every 

Thursday when I showed up to Cross Roads he would always be setting up a new activity for 

everyone to try and making Mr. Collins laugh. I was always amazed by his thoughtfulness and the 

amount of time he was willing to give to make others smile. I hope that Potts felt as much joy as 

he brought to others by his acts of kindness, I know that Potts often worked tirelessly to bring 

smiles to people’s faces and I hope that I to can learn how to be so selfless. 
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I am truly heartbroken by the news and I will deeply miss Potts positive presence at Aldenham. 

 

George Panayiotou (B1994-2001) 

 

It’s taken me the week to digest this news. Paul meant so much to me and so many others.  

 

Please do keep me updated on the details of the funeral as well the book of condolences.  

 

Are we able to send flowers to the school? It would be lovely if we could show how much love 

Paul had by allowing people to send flowers to school and have them on display for a while.  

 

Ben Wilshire Howard (K2000-04)? (via Facebook) 

 

RIP Spencer!  I remember our first art class with him and he put on this performance of being 

kooky, then pretended he was mad and he smashed a pot on the floor.  We all looked around 

freaked out, but then he laughed and told us he was joking around. 

 

He was the best teacher Aldenham ever had. 

 

Ayub Seedat (L2000-07)  (via Facebook) 

 

So sad to hear this.  Potts was a dear friend from the day I joined Aldenham.  Gone but not 

forgotten. 

 

Ibrahim Parwaz (R2002-06) (via Facebook) 

 

What a great guy he was. Such sad news. 

 

Ting Liu (B1995-97) (via Facebook) 

 

He was a talented art teacher, inspiring mentor to me and many, with so much laughter shared at 

Aldenham.  He will be deeply missed. RIP Mr Spencer. 

 

Al Stewart (CR2017-Present) (via Facebook) 

 

A musical tribute.  Potts and I were neighbours when I learnt this piece* and, despite the paper-

thin walls, he never once complained about the noise. 

 

I miss you my friend  

https://youtu.be/ci4bVG4znFc 

(*Queen’s Who Wants to Live Forever) 

 

Leo Green (SH1986-91) (Via Facebook) 

 

Very sad news - condolences and wishes to his family. What a genuinely kind and talented man, 

with a superb sense of humor. R.I.P. 

 

Mary Galvin (Staff 1984-99) 

 

Paul was a frequent visitor to Kennedy’s in the 80’s and 90’s when Austin (CR1970-2006) and I 

were there and we treasure the various pots and jugs he made for us.  

 

One memory stands out for me. Sometime during the 90’s he was invited to be the Best Man at 

the wedding of a close friend. He was desperate to do the groom proud and deliver a good 

https://youtu.be/ci4bVG4znFc
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speech, but was anxious about his slight speech impediment. The groom had a little dog that went 

everywhere with him and Paul came up with the idea of delivering his speech through the dog. I 

made him a look alike dog glove puppet and Paul kept it hidden under the table until the time 

came for his speech. He delivered the speech perfectly and to great applause. 

 

Ken Aina (M1984-89) 

 

Paul was a teacher and friend to many of us. I, like many that knew Paul are saddened by  

his passing. 

 

Andrew Fraser (Bursar 1994-2017) 

 

Having known Potts since I first joined Aldenham in1994 there are so many memories, the 

majority good, but equally there was never any shortage of support during more difficult 

times, which was in itself a testament to the regard he was held in. Paul was a straightforward and 

honest character who was generous and greatly liked by those he came into contact with and 

respected by all those who knew him well enough to appreciate his huge loyalty to both the 

School and his friends in the village. He was always ready and willing to help wherever he could, 

whatever the task, and he was a constant within the Art Dept which saw quite a number of 

changes over the years. Through this he undertook a number of major tasks (the Holocaust 

memorial figures and the production and display of ceramic poppies for the WW1 anniversary 

being two which come to mind immediately). The pupils adored him for his teaching  both my 

sons  Duncan (M1998-2005) and Iain (P2000-07) were both upset on hearing of his passing. 

 

There are too many individual memories to list but Di and I are among those fortunate enough to 

have one of the ceramic poppies Paul made for the WW1 anniversary which will be a permanent 

reminder of him for us. 

 

Mohammed Hossain (P1986-89) 

 

May he rest in peace,  what a great guy! 

 

David Payne (K1998-2003) 

 

This is a very very sad time; he was more than a teacher and became a moral compass for a lot of 

people. A truly great man who touched my whole family’s lives. Even though he barely taught me. 

 

He gave me a pool que when I left that was his, if the school would like it back then that is not a 

problem.  

Amy Seddon (Staff 2019-21) 

 

A kind and beautiful soul, it was a privilege to get to know you, thank you for your stories, making 

me laugh and for the copious amounts of chocolate, I hope you have found your peace. With 

deepest sympathy as you remember Potts.  

 

Robert Lee (P2000-07) 

 

This is such sad news. My thoughts and condolences are with his family.  

 

Thank you for letting me know. My Dad still has fond memories of coming in and throwing pots 

with Paul and they are still on show at the family home. 

 

He was a real character and part of the fabric of Aldenham. 
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Sue Barnard (Staff 1956-91) 

 

So sad.  He just seems far too young. He will be a loss to the art department and all who knew 

him.  I have very fond memories of Potts and I know how much my Granddaughter Becky 

(CR2008-12 & 215-) thought of him. He made Becky a lovely pot when she was first at Aldenham. 

 

He also seemed to have a talent for gardening in Spud’s front garden In Letchmore Heath. That’s 

where I remember seeing him more recently and always with a cheery greeting.  

 

Lawrence Fansa (K1991-94) 

 

What sad news. My sincere condolences to Paul’s family and all that knew him. 

 

Margaret Howlett-Jones (Staff 1972-96) 

 

Thank you for letting me know the very sad news of Paul’s death.  It must have 

saddened the whole school deeply;  Paul was such an outstanding character as well 

as being a wonderfully talented potter.  I have a number of his pots including a  

beautiful fruit dish in my kitchen and several that he made with Richard (CR1962-94) [during 

the potting sessions he and Richard became quite good friends I think].   He was 

indeed, an endearing person and brought a kind, humorous and balanced view of 

the world to all of us at Aldenham. 

 

Thinking of all those who knew Paul at this sad time 

 

Piers Johnson (SHE1983-88) 

 

Such sad news, Potter joined Aldenham when I was in 5th form, one of the most friendly and 

helpful people I have met, will always remember with his cheeky smile and little stutter! 

 

Graham Peel (M1983-88) 

 

I knew Paul quite well, but he didn’t have the misfortune in teaching me for too long, I was more 

involved with John Maizels (CR1978-84) who helped me greatly gain a place at University to study 

architecture. I do remember Paul turning up on his first day looking every inch the art student, a 

great contrast given how old fashioned the school was back in the early 80s. 

 

Girish Nayar (K1985-87) 

 

The Malaysian OAs and I express  our deepest condolences to the family on the demise of late Mr 

Paul Spencer.  May His Soul Rest in Peace.  

 

David Bott (CR2007-12) 

 

Thank you for sharing this very sad news. Potts was a good man with a beautiful heart. 

 

Gaynor Tobias (Staff 2000-11) 

 

Very sad news concerning Potts, I knew him not only from the point of being a parent at the 

school but also as a colleague from working in the medical centre , I always loved his zany and 

comical ways and he always brought a smile to my face and the pupils adored him too , I am very 

sorry to hear of his demise , he will be missed in the school for the unique position that he held 

there. With sadness. 
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Jason Whiskerd (CR2007-11) 

 

I can’t believe this as Potts seemed to be indestructible (please take this as it’s meant but God 

knows he tried hard enough).  

 

Thank you for letting me know and please do pass on my condolences to his nearest and dearest. 

 

Fran Freer (CR2003-08) 

 

How very sad. I remember him as being a larger-than-life character when I was on the staff there. 

I will let my son know - as he knew him well. 

 

Gary Taylor (CR1994-2001) 

 

‘Paul Spencer (Potts / Potter) was one of Aldenham’s  legendary figures : charismatic, creative and 

with a delightfully anarchic sense of humour. He was utterly devoted to his pupils and Aldenham 

School, and will be remembered fondly for his wonderful teaching, striking and vivid art and his 

quite brilliant ceramics, often comprising badges, tie pins, original pots and very many other 

eclectic assortments of decorations and designs. He was a generous and supportive colleague and 

enjoyed a reputation of near heroic status at School and in the nearby village of Letchmore Heath. 

His loss will be felt strongly, profoundly and widely by generations of OA’s and Common Room 

members, but, to those fortunate enough to have shared the generosity and dynamism of his 

company, he will never be forgotten’. 

 

Rob Palmer (K1993-98) 

 

I did not know Paul as well as many did, but I knew he was an excellent teacher and a terrific guy. 

 

Bob Collins (CR2003-17) 

 

A fully committed colleague, who always had the students and school at the top of his list of 

priorities. It is hardly surprising that everywhere I went with him, he met people who clearly 

loved him. Paul helped me so much with his amazing Sixth Form Dinners and whenever major 

events, like Open Days, were on the horizon. Not one to hide behind e-mails, Paul was practical 

as well as artistic and achieved results immediately, improving the environment around him. Since 

leaving the school, I realised that far more than a colleague, Paul was a true friend, and  I shall miss 

our dog walks, coffees, visits to Elstree Aerodrome, the Country Park and St Albans  - above all, 

though, I will miss his humour, and not just the frequent videos and jokes that came my way – 

more the face to face interactions that frequently descended into laughter. RIP Paul – you have 

peace now. 

 

Nick Pulman (CR1977-2015) 

 

So very sad - it was only yesterday that I was admiring one of his pieces of pottery. He and 

Aldenham had a special symbiotic relationship as they both benefited so much from the other.  

 

Tim Smith (K1992-97)  

 

What sad news. Paul was a lovely chap. It brought back a lot of fond memories thinking about 

him! How time passes by! 

 

I was sad to learn it was cancer that killed him.  

 

Hartley Charlton (L2010-17) 
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Mr Spencer was a true Aldenham character, inseparable from the place he dedicated most of his 

time. When I was at the school, I first saw him when he was engaging students with fish 

painstakingly formed out of clay. Navigating his strong accent and earning what seemed like the 

right to call him “Potts” was virtually a rite of passage for anyone at Aldenham. 

 

As a younger student, I often returned to the school on Saturdays to help him with  whatever 

creative project had captured his attention at the time. It was here that it became clear to me that 

Potts always went the extra mile, whether it be ensuring that a set for a school production was of 

West End-standard or putting on a show-stopping thematic experience for the Sixth Form Dinner 

and was extremely selfless.  I have fond memories of those Saturdays with Potts, honing creative 

skills with new  materials in the art department, meandering around in the Headmaster’s garden,  

seeing “hidden” parts of the school, and, of course, learning a bit of pottery – all things that I 

never would have had the opportunity to do otherwise.  

 

Beyond Potts’  work and artistic talent, he had a magnificent sense of humour and found joy in  

silliness – bringing a smile to all who were fortunate enough to encounter him. He frequently 

teased my mother about (allegedly) taking students, and namely me, for perilous helicopter flights 

over the school. In later years, seeing him in the Leeman’s day rooms or around Letchmore Heath 

were highlights of the day. He was always someone people were simply happy to see. Above all, 

Potts was caring and kind. He took the time to truly get to know students and treated them all as 

adult individuals – showing a sincere respect that was reflected back to him twofold. Potts’ 

presence made the school an infinitely better place. He inspired students with the intense 

creativity and selflessness that pervaded everything he did, but also uplifted people with his light 

and humorous spirit. He was the best of Aldenham and shall stay with the lives he touched 

forever.  

 

Jackie Wilkie (Staff 2006-Present) 

 

It has been a pleasure, and also very sad to collate all these tributes to Potts, but what has shone 

through is his dedication and commitment to the pupils passing through Aldenham School and 

how much it meant to them.  Potts always used to say to me ‘I only do it for the kids’, well Potts 

the ‘kids’ are now doing it for you! 

 

I will miss you popping into my office whilst going up to your flat, but I’m sure Aldenham will 

always be your spiritual home.  RIP dear Potts. 

 

Gemma Nye (CR2011-15) 

 

Potts will always hold a very special place in my heart.  The years we had working together as an 

Art department were very special times.  He looked after " his girls" so well and he was always 

there for us whatever we needed without question. I will never forget our Friday 'Pimm's' 

sessions on his beautifully decorated patio, our Tuesday afternoons sailing, our potting sessions, 

making the hundreds of poppies and putting them up on the library, the little clay people, our trips 

to London and Paris, our road trip to Norfolk, our many department dinners and pub trips, our 

helicopter outing, making noses, the sixth form dinners, exhibitions, and just sitting in the office 

chatting away or strolling around the school with yet another dog! 

 

I have never met anyone who had such a big heart and who would always be thinking of how to 

make me happy.  Even just the little things like leaving chocolate treats on my desk in mornings, or 

special pottery gifts.  Potts was the biggest and best part of my years that I spent at Aldenham. He 

was a special friend who helped make the department the success it was, and always wanted the 

best for the pupils. I will remember listening to George Michael being blasted out through the 

department,  trying to introduce Potts to report writing on a computer,  getting him to tidy his 
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desk, planning where he could conceal more noses,  to seeing what creation was coming out of 

the kiln next.  But nothing could ever ever be better than a hug from Potts.  I love him dearly and 

will miss him terribly.   

 

 

 


